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C;H*A'P. VIII. 


Jerxtny pretending (courtſhip to ſeve - 
ral women, gets a ſmall parcel of mo- 
ney, and returns to England; turns 


ſtrolling player, and afterwards hi gh- 
wayman. 


EIN G now left to ſhift for wyclf, 
having loſt the main prop of mybuild- | 


ing, I was forced to ſet my brains to work 


Vol, II. B for 
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for a freſh ſupport, and thought there 
was no way more likely to anſwer my 
end than by addreſſing the fair ſexs, 
Peauty was not the mark I aimed at for 
the preſent; ſince that, like virtue is its 
own reward ; but I wanted ſomething 
more ſubſtantia!, and there ſore made my 
applications to ſome old rich widows, and 
thrifty maids, who, though a little ſtale 
and antiquated, had laid up wherc=withal 
in ſervice, and, otherwiſe, to purchaſe 
them ſuitors ; upon promiſe of marriage, 
and other pretences, I deluded ſome of 
theſe, and got a ſinall matter of money, 
with which I croſled St. George's Chan- 
nel, and arrived in twenty four hours at 


Weſt-Cheſter. 


I 100k up my quarters in the beſt inn 
in the town where I had not been long, 
but hearing a drum beat, I asked the o- 
cation of it, and was anſwered, that it 


was for the play, there Icing a company 
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of rolling players In the towng NAY, IN 


* . 1 3 1 4 
that very inn, who were to act that 


night, the true and ancient [1.itory of 


King Lear an! his three daughters. 10 


amuſe time, I thought 1 would throw 
away one flulheng on this ſhew, and ſo in 
I weot, and was very much ſurpriz d to 
Ice ſo large, and fo polite an auuiences 
at ſuch a diſtance from London; but 
much more io when I ſoand the play was 
to'crable well ated, and the principal 
part performed by my friend Joe Baracs, 
whom I have mcntioned bctore to have 
been acquainted with rt the nurfcry in 


Hatton - Garden, I was greatly 1cjoiced 


to ſe my old comrade, in lo hes we thout 
crack a merry bottle together, and befiles 
that, I did not doubt but he would bring 
me acquainted »vith the girl that acted the 
part of the Piincels Cordclla, the moſt 
delicious creature, of about eighteen years 
of age, that J then thought 1 had ever 


cen in my Liſe, The who leg udien 


C 
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were charmed with her, as well for her 
perfon as her action, and ſhe was, with- 
out doubt, the more admired, as it was 


a very new thing to ſee a womam upon 
the ſtage ; for, 'till within a very little 
time, no ſuch thing had ever appeared, 
the woman's parts being always acted by 
men in women's apparel ; and that is one 
reaſon that the critics have given why our 
immortal Shakeſpeare made his women's 
parts ſo ſlight as they are in moſt of his 
plays, thinking, perhaps, that the ſpec- 
tators would not bear that awkward imi- 
tation of the beautiful ſex long upon the 
flage at a time. | 


THe play being over, I went to my 
friend Joe, who was very glad to ſee me, 
and we agreed to ſup together, which, he 
told me, I might take as a particular fa- 
your, ſince, by that, he ſhould loſe the 
company of his dear Cordelia: Why then, 
laid J, are you fo fond of her, that you 

grudge 
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v A ee 4 
. "Y as, - J 


137 


grudge every minute that you paſs not in 
her company? And have ] not reaſon, 
anſwered he, Is ſhe not the ſweeteſt girl 
you ever ſaw? [I told him I thought her 
very pretty, but would not let hin know 
how much I was charmed by her, left it 
might make him jealous, and fo baulk 
the defign I bad upon her, Well, laid I, 
that I may not deprive you of to much 
Lappincſe, as you ſcem to propolis to your- 
ſelf in the company of your witrels, what 
if we ſhould all iup together, vou hall be 
my gueſt, and 1 wil! beſeax ſomething 
that's pretty fo. ſupper. II- fail I was 
very obliging, and he beijzeved he could 
prevail upon che lay to come, which I 
afterwards found was no diflicult matter; 
for with a modeſt leo, and a creat deal 
of ſeeming 1nnccence, {0 much iinpudence 
and lewdnets I never met with in any wo- 
man before, or ſince. It may well be 
luppoled, ſte wanted not afllurance, by 
her venturing to be one of the Heut who 


B 3 appcarcd 
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appeared in that way of buſineſs, and 
ſtrolling about, from place to place, with 
a company of fellows, of a profeſſion, 
not remarkable for the ſtricteſt moral and 
decency of behaviour. 


\ 


SUPPER being over, we drank about 
pretty ſmartly, and Madam but feldym 
baulked her glaſs; entertaining us with 
ſeveral ſongs, for ſhe had a pretty voice, 
and very agreeable manner ; the words, 


indeed, were not ſuch as would have be- 


come the mouth of a veſtal. 


I nap always been a great lover of 
plays, and was fond of getting ſpeeches 
by rote; two or three J could repeat in 
the very play that had been a&cd that 
had been acted that night; which my 
friend Joe was pleaſed to ſay I did with a 
great cal of grace, and wiſhed I would 
ceme upon the ſtage; the maſter of their 


cempany he was ſure, he ſaid, would 
give 


LEI 
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give mg enconragenrent, I told him, they 
ſeemed to lcad luch picatant Vas thn | 
would c&niidcr of it, and did not know 
but I might make one among them. 
Cordelia trod upon my toe ard wink'd 
at me, which I coald not eucſs the mean- 
ing of at that timc, but the next mo1n- 
ing being in the Inn-yard by myſelf, a 
a window opened, and the fair Princeſs 
beckoning to me to come to her cham- 
ber, I immediately obeyed the ſummons, 
when ſhe told me in & great hurry, that 
ſhe was watch'd and could not tell me 
there what ſhe had to ſay to me, but if 
in an hour's time, I would be in the lit- 
tle meadow about half a mile out of the 
town, ſhe would meet me there, I pro- 
miſed to attend her, and found her punc- 
tval to her aſſignation. 


DEAR Sir, ſa'd ſhe, I fear you will 
wonder at my being ſo forward in ma- 
King an appointment with a gentleman 

whom 
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whom I never had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
but once before; and let me ſay it was a 
pleaſure, Were I to tell you the good 
opinion I have entertained of you, from 
our laſt night's converſation, you would 
think, perhaps, I weat a ſtep farther than 
can vell be juſtilicd in one of our ſex; 
but — , but, Madam, ſaid I, in- 
terrupting her, you can do nothing amiſs ; 
every word you ſpeak, and every motion 
of your lovely perſon, is ſo agreeable, I 
wiſh you really thought ſo, replied ſhe, 
That I do, I will aſſure you, ſaid I ; but 
to what purpoſe, ſince you are already 
another's; and Mr, Barnes's happinets 
muſt give me endleſs deſpair, Joe Barncs, 


ſaid ſhe, is not the happy man you ima- 
gine him; and that, perhaps, he fancies 
himſelf he had ſome little ſhare in my ak- 
fection 'til I ſaw you, but now I utterly 
deſpiſe him: and, to convince you of my 
eſteem of you, and regard far your wel- 
fare, I begged this meeting with you, that 


might 


l 


I might caution you againſt making any 


encouragement with the maſter of this 
wretched company, who is the verieſt 
brute in nature; he has neither humani - 
ty, ſenſe, nor honeſty ; and, to tell you 
the truth, the company is in moſt hideous 
circumſtances: there are three gentlemen 
who have but two ſhirts between them; 
we have ſhared but eighteen-pence a+ 
week for this fortnight; and though 
there was a terrible houſe laſt night, the 
maſter will contrive ways to fink half in 
his own pocket without accounting for it 
to us, We owe money in every houſe in 

the town that would give us credit, and, | 
I am afraid, will ſhortly be whipped out 
of it. For my part, I have been plot- 
ting how to get ſaſe away, and have a 
preſſing invitation from Mr, Colſter, who 


1s a maſter of the company at Northamp- 
ton, to come thither; which I have kept 
a lecret, until this minute, from every 
body; not that I value the few debts that 
I owe , 


. 


I owe here; becauſe, what none of the 
company can ſay beftdes, I am able lo pay 
them; but think the money will do me 
more good, ſo {hall make no ſeruple of 
giving my creditors the bag to ho!d : but 
my chief reaſon of going away privately 
1s, to get rid of that fond fool, your 
friend, Joe Barnes, who is ſo very imper- 
tinent, that, were J married to him, I 
eould not be ſo watched; and liberty is a 
blefling I will never part with if I can help 


it, Well, ſaid I, you are a girl after my 


own heart, and I could follow you to the 
end of the world. Will you follow me, 
ſaid ſhe, to Northampton ? That I will, 
anſwered I; but will it not be better to 
wait upon you thither> No, ſaid ſhe, 
that will make us ſuſpected; I have laid 
the ſcheme for my c conveyance thi- 
ther, and do you contrive for yourſelf 
but tell your friend Joc, you are going 
another way, you may caſily find weans 
to ſatisfy him, and tell hun you only 
joked, 


1330 
joked, when you talked of turning play- 
er; but when you came to Northampton, 
if you have a mind to enliſt yourſelf a- 
1 mong the heroes of the buſkin, you will 
a find it much more to your advantage than 
& with this paltry raſcal at Caciter, 
„I 1ik'd the lady's propoſal mighty wel), 
1 and was tranſported with the thoughts of 
enjoying fo charming a creature; though 
8+ | her great forwardneſs did a little diſguſt 
me, and I could have wiſhed ſhe would 
have let me have had a little more trou- 
ble with her, I ſhould then have thought 
my conqueſt more valuable. After I had 
Ekifled her two or thre: times, and ſwere 


an eternal conſtancy and affecttion to ker, 
we took leave under ſcme trees in the 
meadow, and |] faw her no more *till night, 
when ſhe acted the part of Celia, in the 
Humerous Lieutenant. In the mean 
time, I met my friend Joe, and he aſl'd 
me, if I had conſidered of what we talk'd 

of 


N 
of the fl. night; Why, anſwered I, 
Could you believe me in earneſt, Pry'thee 
man, I have dealings in the world of great 
con'cquence, and now expect an hundred 
head ot oxen from Ireland, with the firſt 
fair wind. Joe aik'd pardon for miſtak- 
ing my circumſtances, and hoped I would 
excuſe him, and from that time paid great 
reſpect to me as a man of ſubſtance, and 
that he might appear the more conſider- 
able himſelf for having ſuch acpuaintance, 
he took care to let my landlord and others 
know what a wealthy man I was, which 
anſwei'd very well to my deſign. I call'd 
about me in the houſe for every thing 
very liberally, treating Joe, and two or 
three more of the copper kings, with 
wine, and what elſe they had a mind to, 
as I never intended to pay for it; and as 
the wind fat fair to favour my cheat, 
blowing Eaſt- North-Eaft, by which- no 
ſhipping could come out of Ireland, One 
morning I came to my landlord, and told 


him 
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kim, that on account of my cattle's not 
arriving, I was diſappointed of mone e, 
thereſore defired him to let me have ten 
pounds, and he ſhould have the choice 
of the beſt of my beaſts, if he had a mind 
to it, he very readily granted my requeſt, 
and brought out the money with much 
complaiſance, being unwilling to diſoblige 
ſo good a cuſtomer, | 


Tur next, being market-day, T 
bought me an excellent gelding, with 
handſome furniture, without my landlord 
or Joe's knowing any thing of the matter, 
and then made the beſt of my way to 
Northampton ; but the better to diſguiſe 
the buſineſs, and prevent a purfuit, I 
wrote a letter to the landlord, and told 
him, that a ſhip being j aſt then going off 
to Ireland, and I having ſome urgent bu- 
ſineſs there that I had forgot before, 1 
took that oppo; tunity to go baek, but 
would poſitively return when my cattle 
Vol. 1. C came. 


. 
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came. In that I am ſure I told no lye, 
tho' if a lye or two would have been of 
any ſcryice, I ſeldom ſtuck at ſuch 
niceties. 


Wk x I came to Northampton, Lex— 
pected every day to moet my Cordelia 
there, but it was a fuil weck before ſhe 
arrived, and as ſoon as ſhe did, ſhe found 
me out, and ſcem'd ex remely well 
pleaſed that I had ſhewn ſuch a readineſs 
to follow her advice; atter ſuch a proof 
of my afſectation, ſhe told nic, ſhe would 
not put me to any farther trials, and 
play the coquet with me; thus was a new 


word which I ſcarce knew the meanirg 


of, till ihe explained it to me, and told 
me !t was thc ſame that Peavmont and 
Fletcher meant by the. Scornful Lady, 
when they gave a play of thens that ti- 
tle, for want of this ſignificant French 
word, 


AN PD 
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Ax p ind-ed ſhe was fincere, for I had 
really lets pains than I d:fired in being 
put into polen every thing he could 
grant me. Cylit-r, the maſter of tlie 
itinerant dolle, and contuRor of the living 
puppet-ſhew, was a very pleaſant 0.4 ſel- 
low, who ated Falſtaff to a miracle, he 
did us the favour of his company that 
evening, and was tranſporte ] to fiud that 
the princeſs Cordelia was coins to afsiit on 
his theatre, where ſhe was to make her 
appearance fruin behind a large tiaverſe 
rag of divers colours, on a ſtage, aduracd 
with many clay ca licitiiks, and built 
over a ſtable and two hog- ties, ia the 
back yard of an inn. She was to ſhew 
away firſt in King Lear, for the part the 
acted in that, was was ſhe did to the moſt 
perfection, and what had fixed the title of 
the princels Cordelia upon her, When 
ſhe told the old man that I inten hd to 
ſhew my ſhapes on the ſtage, he defired 
to hear me ſpcak a ſpeech or two, which 
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when I had done, he took me by the hand, 
and cry'd, Th's will do, my dear boy, 
you ſhall come into the company upon 
the beſt terms; I will allow you a ſhare 
and a half at once. Our profits are di- 
vided into twenty ſhares, four I keep to 
myſelf, one for my cloaths, one for my 
management, and two for acting; not 
that I think myſelf a better actor than 
{ome othes in the company, but the maſ- 
ter, you know, ſhould have ſome pre- 
ſerence to keep up his authority, The 
princeſs here, as ſhe deſerves more than 
any body elſe, ſhall have a ſharc and 2 
half, and yourſclf, 28 I told you before, 
another ſhare and a half, ſo that we three 
ſhall have above a third part of all the 
profits to ourſelves, You will be of in- 
finite ſervice to us, for as you are fo flim 
and have ſuch a ſmock face, you 'will do 
mighty well in women's parts, which are 
what we are moſt deficient in. We could 
make no objections to the ofler he made 

us, 
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ue, upon which I had the part of Regan 
given to me, another of Leai's daughters, 
and applying mylelf to the ſtudy of it, 
with a happy memory, I was perfect in 
it the next day, and perform'd*1t not 
with a little applauſe from an andience of 
gentry, and a croud of clodhoppers: and 
country-wenehes. A young countrys 
*(quirc, tue heir, as I alterwards found, 
to a good clate, came hehind our curtains 
ſcencs were not then in vic, nor till {eve= 
ral ycars after; he Was very ſweet upon 
Corcclia, and by turas upon bie, tak ng 
me, I believe, tor. a -rcal woinan, but 
when he found 113 miſtaͤke, wulch he 
had not tb ſoon done, if he had not of- 
fercd ſome rudencts, he defired we might 
take a glats together, when the p'ay was 
over, Which | conſent. vs to, he then told 
me how much he was in love with ihe 
princets, and that ne would give an hun— 
dred guincas to enjoy her, dne is iny 
wife, d, laid J, and this is an odd de- 


3 claration 
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claration to make to an huſband; but, 
however, ſince you are ſo much im love, 
continued I, and ſeem to be a generous 
gentleman, I would not have you de- 
ſpair; we players are a whimſical ſort of 
people, and will do any thing for money. 
He ſeemed to be a little confounded at 
firſt, but recovering himYelf upon my 
bidding him not deſpair. he took a pretty 
diamond ring from his finger, and defired 
me to accept of it as an earneft of his 
future friendſhip. Is it poſsible, ſaid he, 
you can be: ſo good as to forgive what I 
have ſaid; I will do more, ſaid I, get 
but my wife's conſent, and you ſhall find 
me no obſtacle to your paſſion; This is 
generoſity beyond example, ſaid he, tho? 
no dcubt, he laugh'd in his ſleeve, to 
ice what a contented cuckold he had to 
deal with; but the princeſs and I were 
even with him, for I told her the whole 


ilory when I cawe home, and then we 
laughed in our turn, and reſolved to con- 
trive 
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trive how fo mall the tore i—{41;*2 of 
ſo: of his money, Ic was agreed that [ 
ſho! pretend to de ail I could to afhit 


his (ut, {fie was to be extremely coy and 
referved, and 10 tak much of virtue and 
honour, which would the more enflame 
hein, as thoſe were words h2 could little 
ex|cCt from the mouth,of a player. 


Tux 'ſquite was very aſſiduoue; came 
every night to the play, and watch'd e- 
very opportunity to ſpeak to his dear 
charmer; | was ſure of being treated la - 
viihly before I went to bed, and I one 
night gave him to underſtand, that I 
would aſſiſt to put him there in my room, 
if no other way could prevail; but I ad- 
vited him to uſe all poſſible mca-s firſt to 
get her conſent, The 'iquire was quite 
tranfported with what I faid to him, and 
told me, he would follow my advice in 
every thing, and in oider to try to make 
himſelf more acceptable to my ſuppoſed 

wife, 
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wife, he feed e might have the plea- 


ſure «t car une us in his each the next 


Cay. 3 little ay out of town for an 


— 


a 1g, which we were not a little proud 
of, thai the maſter and the reſt of tlie 


compary night ſce how we were te- 


ſpeacd, 


We went about eight miles out of 
town, tic next morning, and there were 
en.citained with a very handſome dianer, 
ine *quire behaved in tuch a manner, 
and piets'd matiers ſo home, that I found 
tue princeſs, who was made of-ycry yicld= 
ing clay, had much ado to Keep up to the 
character. ſhe had aſlumed; It was a 
more difficult part ſor her tod,, I pre- 
tently ſaw, than than any ſhe performed 
on the ſi-ge, for to ſpeak the truth, the 
,quire wes a handiome well-made min, 


and had I Icft them together one quarter 


of an hour, I believe all my ſcheme had 
been knock'd u'the head, I was torced 
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to call her aſide ſeveral times, and warn 
her to be a little more upon the reſerve, 
other wiſe we ſhou'd loſe all the advan- 
tages we might moke of him; on the 
other hand, I told the *(quire that what I 
{aid to her when I took her afide, was all 
for his ſervice, to perſuade her to make 
a grateful return for ſo many favours as 
he was heaping upon us; this was mighty 
well taken, and at our return home, he 
ſlipt five guineas into Cordelia's hand, 
to buy her ſome little ornaments that ſhe 
might want for the ſtage, 


Tur princeſs, tho? on other occaſions 
ſhe did not want wit, was weak enough 
to let me ſce that the ſquire had made an 
abſolute conqueſt over her, and that ſhe 
was downright in love with him, this was 
ſo far fiom raifing any jealouſy in me, 
and adding freſh fuel to my flame, as it 
ſometimes happens in aftairs of this ſort, 
that it quite extipguifhed every ſpark of 

aſſection 
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affection I had leſt, ſor I was before al- 
moſt ſurſeited with her laſeivious fond- 
neſs, and therefore reſolved to make the 
meſt of this intrigue and then get rid of 
her, and the company at once, for [ 
found the life they held very difagrecable, 
their pride with their poverty was into— 
lcrabie, the ladies, tho? they had ſcarce 
any rags to their backs of their own, and 
the gentlemen, who were half louſy for 
want of linen to ſhift them, were ſo in- 


feed by the parts they ated, that they 


almoſt fancied themſelves equal to the 
perſorages they repreſented ; the women 
were as ſaucy as counteſſes, and the men, 


1i they were tragediare, all fancied them- 


ſelyes heroes, and the comedians wits, 
tho' they could ſcarce read their parts. 
7 reſolved to waſh my hands of my dirty 
mpanions as ſoon as poſſible, finding 
this trade was a very lazy and unprofitable 
one, and ſo took an «pportunity to ſtrike 


a bargain one night, when alone with 
the 
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the ſquire, I told him, [ was in great ne- 
ceſti:y for twen'y guineas, which ſum, 
if he would be ſo good as to lend me, I 
would that very night put him in poſ- 
ſ-{si0n of tlic treature he had ſeem'd ſo 
much to covet ; the "tquire overjoyed at 
what I ſaid, told we, he would give me 
the money that initant if I would promiſe 
to keep my word with him, and ſhew - 
him by what means it was tv be done. 
I then told him, my wife was gone to 
bed by that time, and if he picaſed I 
would lead him to the door of the bed- 
chamber mylcif, where he would have 
nothing to do but to vadrets, and go to 
bed, and that I would nd another lodge 
for myſelf. The "tquiie took his purſe, 
and told out the cally with aii the preei- 
pitation imaginable; Dea Jerry, ſaid he, 
there's the lum you ſay you want, and 
you fhall have a friend of me on all 
emergentics, Thou art a gcncroustcle 
low, I have not time to thank yuu as J 
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ought, for I would not loſe a moment 
now tobe maſter of the world. 


Wir that, d-firing me to lead the 
way, I carried him to the door of the 
chamber where I and my Cordelia uſually 
lay, and when I had turned him in, I 
could not help the curioſity of liſtening a 
little, to hear how he would be ſaluted 
by the princeſs, when ſhe came to find 
out tde cheat that was put upon her; but 
I could hear them in a very ſhort time 
laughing, and very pleaſant together, by 
by which I found no rape had been com- 
mitted. So 1 curſ'd her for an incon- 
ſtant whore, and went away, reſolving 
never to ſee her again. 


Ix the morning early J ordered the 
hoſtler to get my horſe ready, for I had 
all the while I was at Northampton, kept 
the gelding 1 bought at Weſt-Cheſter, 
tho if I had not had ſomething of my 


owa, 
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own, I found my new buſineſs of a play- 
er would not have kept myſelf” While 
I was walking about the yard, and get- 
ting my breakfaſt, who ſhould I ſee come 
into it, fatigued and almoſt tired to death, 
but my old acquaintance Joe Barnes ; 
Heavens! ſaid he, what do I ſee? O! 
how glad ſhould I have been to have met 
you ary where but here, Mr. Sharp! 
but now I ſee my ruin is inevitable. 
What is it you mean Joe, ſaid I, I wiſh 
you very well, I hope I ſhall not be your 
ruin. O! continued he, you have be- 
trayed me, robb'd me of all my ſoul held 
dear, my charming, my adorable Cor- 
delia. I could not have ſuſpected this? 
I have travelled night and day, to come 
to her as ſoon as I heard where ſhe was, 
but little did I imagine, who was with 
her, for I really believed, and ſo does 
my landlord at Cheſter, that you were 
gone to Ireland. Faith, Joe, faid I, I 
muſt confeſs the princeſs and I have been 

Vor. II, D a little 


„„.. K Rr RES ue” rr — 


— 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


4 48 J 


a little familiar together, but if you re- 
ally love her as much as you ſay, I will 
from this moment renounce my title to 
her; nay, if you defire it, wil never 
ſee her more; if you will promiſe that, 
anſwered Joe, I ſhall be happy, for I 
don't believe any man upon earth could 
have ſeduced her away from me but your- 
ſelf. Poor Joe, ſaid I, huw blind is 
love! and doeſt thou verily think her fo 
conſtant, and that ſhe loves thee ? She 
did, anſwer'd Joe, before you divided 
her from me, and I ſay again, that none 
bur yourſelf could have gain'd any con- 
queſt over her. Now, Joe, ſaid I, you 
are to be pitied indeed. To be to fond 
of, and ſo miſt ken in a creature, who 
is ſo far from being conſtant to one man, 
that ſhe even ſeduced me hither, inf cad 
of my '!aking pains to ſeduce her, and is 
at this initant in bed with another man, 
ſhe had ſcarce ſcen above twice, ard 
never betore ſhe came here, Have a 

Care 
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care, ſald be, how you ttaduec the fair- 
eſt of her ſex; for by all the God: !1-—— 
Pri'thee, good Ochello, fa:d I, ſuſpend 
thy tragedy airs for helf a minute, and 
] will give thee the ocular proof of thy 
Deſdemona and her gallant's making the 
beat with two backs. So I conducted 
him to the chamber-door, and left him, 
2nd the other two to make up matters as 
well as they could, and from that hour 
to this have never heard what become of 
any of them; for, as ſoo1 as I came 
down ſtairs, I found n horte was ready, 
and jo 1 immediately viounted and rode 
off; my baggage, hie waz but one 
clean ſhirt and a band, I hñad io 2 pocket 
of my doublet. I ſtopt at 3 p in the 
town, and with part of the *{quirc's mo- 
ney I bought a brice of very good piſtols, 
with powder and ball, and now thought 


myſelf thoroughly equipt for a new pro— 
felon, 
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I HAD not gone far before three men 
well mounted, rode by me, I found 
them afterwards to be the van-guard, ha- 
ving as many more in the rear. At the 
botton of an hill, thoſe who were before, 
faced about, bidding mie ſtand, and were 


_ reinforced by thoſe in the rear. One of 


them clapt a piſtol to my breaſt, com- 
manding me forthwith to deliver, and 
With three or four round oaths : I ſaw 
it would be to little purpoſe to refiſt, 
though I was ſo well armed and mount- 
cd, and therefore I endeavoured to ſub- 
due them another way, by compliments 
and fair ſpeeches, Gentlemen, ſaid I, 
ye are much miſtaken, which I wonder 
at, ſince certainly I look as ſuſpiciouſly 
as any of you, and do aſſure you that I 
have no other buſineſs than yours on the 
road; but I think I take the better courſe 
to avoid being apprehended, for you gen- 
tlemen that rob in companies, not only 
run the hazard of being taken in the fact, 


but 
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put of being betrayed by one another. 
Now, Sirs, ſaid I, freely examine my 
pockets; where finding ſo much coin, 
they demanded how [ came by it? I pre- 
ſently invented a lye to their general 
ſatisfaction ; 'which was, that I had met 
with a booty a little before, and they 
were confirmed in the truth of what [ 
{aid by ſceing my piſtols and ammunition, 
Well, ſaid one of them, if you are re- 
ally what you pretend to, you will make 
ro ſcruple of joining us; but, for the 
reaſon 1 told you before, anſwered I, of 
trading on my ow; bottom; bur, how= 
ever, as you fcem all to be men of ſpirit, 
who won't ealily e taken, and when ye 
are, to have more honour and courage, 
than meanly to ſave your own lives, be- 
tray your fiien:s, fiom this mipute LI am 
yours. 


HEREU TON every man took me by 
the hand in his turn, aud we agreed to 
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make merry at the ie xt inn, where I was 
to be admitted a brother, Being come 
into a large room, and compliments 
p:ſie?, the chicf, as I judged him to be, 
by the reſpe & the reſt paid him, ad dreſs- 
ed hiniſelf to me: You are a freſh man, 
ſaid he, and thercfore want ſome of our 
ip ſtructions, which we ſhall be free to 
give you, but in the firſt place it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that you take the oath, 
which every young thief muſt obſerve 
on his being initiated into the ſociety, 
and inveſted with the honour of being 
one of the kniglits of the road. 


Ar TER I had been {worn, Come my 
new knight, ſaid the grand thief, com- 
pohng his countenance, be ruled by me, 
whole long experience makes me able to 
command, Then he ran thro' all the 
rules to be obſerved with reſpect to lurk- 
ing in corners to obſerve the road; at- 
tacking our prey, avoiding an hue and 


cry 
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cry, ſeparating from our companions, 
rallying again, &c, and when this was 
over, it was agreed we thould take a lit - 
tle airing that afternoon.; when we came 
to mount, one ef my new companions 
had a beautiful mare, which I could not 
help taking notice of, he likewiſe com- 
mended my gelding, and aſk'd what I 
would give him to {op ; in ſhort, after 
a few words, we came to an agreement, 
and for two guineas to boot I had his 
mare; but I had much better have kept 
my own horſe, for by this exchange I had 
like to have loſt my life and credit too. 
Being come upon a hcath, we were to 
take ſeveral ways, and meet at the ſame 
houſe at night that we came from, but 
this I found afterwards, was only a con- 
trivance to ſce how I would behave my- 
ſelf. I had not been long ſeparated from 
my companiors before I met a fingle 
man, whom I bid ſtand, which he would 
have done, and as willingly have ſur" 


rendered 
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rendered his purſe, but that he was 
meiunied on a ſtone norie, which as ſoon 
as Lane vp, and gave the word of 
command, wheelcil off, and came in the 
rear of me, I, expecting a gentle ſalute 
from his fore paws, endcavoured all ways 
to prevent it; but there was ſomething 
it ſeems, under my matc's tail too power- 
ful for me; 1 led him round and round 
ſeveral times, the poor harmleſs gentle- 
man, fearing he fhould provoke me too 
much by celays, the unrulinels of his 
horſe hindering him from delivering his 
money; cry'd Out, Worthy Sir, you are 
welcome to what I have, ſpare my life I 
beſeech you; at that very inſtaut his 
horſe rearing his two ſoie- feet upon me 
and my mare, I was fo trightened, that 
thought he ſaid, be would not ſpare my 
life, and ſo ſetting ſpurs to my mare, I 
fled as it were through the air, but not- 
withſtanding all the ſpeed I made, the 
other was clole at uiy heels, ſtriving to 


get 
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get along, and kicking with both my legs, 
one of my piſtols went oft in my pocket, 
the apprehenſion of the preſent danger 
had bereft me of the true uſe of my un- 
derſtanding, for I imagined that my back 
friend had Qiſcharged at me, which made 
me roar out for quarters, He, on the 
contrary, thinking I had fired backwards 
like the old Parthians, with much eager- 
neſs, cried out, as you are a man be mer- 
ciful, Sometimes he would ſay, for 
heaven's ſake ſtop, ſtop, which made 
me ride the more furiouſly, thinking he 
call'd to the country to ſtop me. At laſt, 
do what I could, his ſtone-horſe leapt 
upon us, and immediately, by what 
means [ know not, we all came head- 
long to the ground, I now expected, 
that my imaginary adverſary would be 
upon ine, and cut my throat before I 
ſhould recover my legs, wherefore I 
ſtarted up, and found my dreadcd foe, 
was up before me, and upon the run, I 

coul d 
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cou'd alme ſt have hanged myſelf to think 
how much I had been miſtaken, and what 
way I had given to unmaoly fear; but 
now I was myſelf again, and purſued 
my game, eaſily making myſelf maſter 
of him and his purſe, Sirrah, ſaid I, 
if ever I meet thee again, and find thee 
ſo obſtinate, I will tie thee to a tree ſtark 
naked, and leave thee there, after I have 
made thee eat a piece of thy own ſword, 
cook'd up in blood and gunpowder. It 
pleaſed me exceedingly to ſce how pitiful 
and ſubmiſſively he look'd, for had he 
ventured to have given me one frown, 


I verily believe I could not have uttered 
half ſo much. 


As I was framing a lye to delude my 
companions, When I ſhould mcet them, 
into a belief of my valour, and how dex- 
tcrouſly I had acquit myſelf in the exe- 
cution of the buſineſs I had undertaken, 
I look'd about, and ſaw them all at my 

elbow. 
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elbow. I now perceiv'd by their fleering 
eountenances, that they had been eye- 
witneſles to my dangerous encounter. 
O brother! ſaid one of them, how ist, 
I hope you are well. I aſk'd him the 
reaſon of his impertinent queſtion? Nay, 
ſaid he, we have ſecn the danger you 
were in, and how narrowly you eſcaped 
being ſhot by a pocket inkorn, Without 
doubt, brother, you are very hard heart- 
ed, to fly, riding full ſpeed, at the very 
words of good Sir be merciful, the poor 
harmleſs ſoul mak.ng frequent repetition 
of it; but you ſtopt your cars to all his 
intreaties, *till his ſtone-horſe ſeem'd to 
be his advocate, and to that intent ran 
aſter your mare, endeavouring to court 
her into an interceſſion for his maſter, 

I ſhould never have ſtopt their mouths 
had I not ſhewn t em what I had gotten, 
which was conſiderable, About twy- 
light we met with two per ons, whom 
we ſet upon, but found them of quite 
different 
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different tempers from the former, for 
inſtead of yielding immediately, as we 
expected, they made ſuch a ſtout reſiſt- 
ance, that had we not overpowered them 
in number, and ſubdued them by main 
ſtrength, they would have ſooner died 
on the ſpot, I believe, than have parted 
with their money ; but however we bound 
them, and having taken all they had, we 
croſſed the country in fear of a purſuit, 
by divers by-ways, and came to a little 


village, in which was a kind of obſcure 


inn, where we ſpent almoſt all our booty, 
the hoſt bringing in what wine he thought 
proper, without being called for, the hoſt- 
ler too, knowing what courſe we took, 
was one of our company, and hail- fellow 
with us, without our daring to complain, 
leſt he ſhould betray us. Sic nos non nobis, 
So we 10bb'd for them, and no for ours 
ſelves. And this indeed 1s the common 
fate of the gentlemen of the road, that 


they 
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they venture their necks for the advan- 
tage of others, 


soon grew weary of being in fo 
large a gang, and ſo, one day, pretend- 
ing to pay a viſit to an uncle, I found 
means to get from them, and in a fhort 
ſpace made ſeveral prizes, that ſupplied 
me with more money than I had occa- 
ſion for» One evening riding along the 
road, I ſpy'd a briſk country laſs, about 
fifteen, with a milk-pail upon her head, 
juſt entering a gate, to do the office of 
a milk maid, with: whoſe features I was 
ſo taken, that I could not chuſe but fix 
my eyes upon her, and to have the bet- 
ter opportunity, I aſk'd her ſeveral queſ- 
tions about the way, and the names of 
the adjacent villages, to which ſhe made 
me ſuch modeſt and, innocent replies, 
that I reſolved to be farther acquainted 
with her, and ſo rid into the ficld; at 


which ſhe began to be in ſome conſtern «+ 
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ation, ſup; oſing I irtended her injury, 
but when, with many proteftations, I had 
faticficd her to the contrary, ſhe huſhed 
her fears, and we began to diſcourſe of 
divers matters, yet fo powerfully her 
charms wrought in my mind, that every 
ſtroke ſhe gave the Cow's dugs with her 
pretty fingers, put ſtrange fancies into 
my head, making me forget, or not re- 
gard, what I had proteſted; when gain- 
ing her at an advantage, the ccaft being 
clear, ard a great way from any hcuſes, 
I ob iged her to grant my defire; after 
which, I proteſted ſo much love fcr her, 
that I dried up tłoſe few tears that fell, 
and it was agreed between us, that ſhe 


ſhould go heme to her fathcr's houſe, 
and tewards night I would come thither 
likewiſe, as if L had never ſcen her be- 
fore, but came Caſually that way to en- 
quire the road, | 


WHEN 
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WHEN the time appointed came, my 
dear Girl was ai he gate waiting for me, 
and aſter we had ſpoke a few words to- 
gether, ſhe ſubtilly goes in, and in- 
forms her father and mother, that there 
was a gentleman, for ſhe was ſure I 
could be no other by my garb and geſ- 
ture, who, being benighte 1 and fearing 
travel farther, not knowing his way, de- 
fired to reſt himſelf there till the morn» 
Ing. 


Tu old people very readily complied 
with my conqueſt, and uſhzr'd me into 
their houſe with a great deal of reſpect. 
At night the kind damſel contrived ways to 
creep into bed to ine, and we were ſo happy 
that in the morning I could noc think of 
parting for my ſoul, ſo that I feign'd my- 
ſelf fick, and continued there a fort'= 
night, at rhe end of wiich began to 
make love pubiickly to my country mil- 
trels, before the old people's faces, which 

they 
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they were very well pleaſed with, as 1 
had before ſhewn them good ſtore - of 
gold, and made them believe that I was 
poſſeſſed of a good eſtate: nor was I 
leſs diligent to enquire of my young 
miſtreſs what ſtore the father had by him, 
when to my great diſappointment, ſhe aſ- 
ſured me, he had not five pounds in the 
houſe, having lately paid a confiderable 
ſum for a purchaſe, whereupon I con- 
cluded to be gone; however, the night 
before the morning I intended to be jog- 
ging, being about to take, in the uſual 
manner, my laſt farewell of my miſtreſs, 
in a back room where a great many milk 
pans ſtood, we unfortunately threw down 
ſome of them together with the form 
they ſtood on, which made ſuch a clat- 
tering, that, before we could diſengage, 
in came the old man, and too plainly 
perccived what game we had been at, 
ſeeming greatly diſſatisfy'd, but I ſtill 
promifing marriage, and making many 
| excuſes 
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excuſes for my miſtreſs, things were 
huſhed up for the preſeat, ana I, to pre- 
vent farther impo: tunity, mounted with= 
out the knowledge uf tone family before 


day, and ſtopp-d not *till ] was twenty 
mies diſtance. 


Havixs left the farmer and his wiſe 
to condole the loſs of their daughter's 
virginity : As I was riding carelc{sly on 
the road, in a bottom between two cop- 
pices, a ſuppos'd gentleman, well mounts 
ed, ſtarted from behind a thicket, or a 
litdle tuft of trees, and b:ce me deliver, 
to which I replied, if he Would have a 
little patience he ſhou!d have his deſite, 
and with that 1 drew oat a pocket piitul 
and fired it at him, but Without any ex- 
ecution. O! if you are for a little 
ſport, ſaid the & atleman, I flall ſhew 
you ſome intiantlys awvkercvpon drawing 
a piſtol he ſhot nie into the leg, having 
ſo done, with his fvoid, which hung 
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ready at his wriſt, neatly at a blow he 
cut the reins of my bridle, fo that -I was 
not able to guide my horſe ; but he be- 
ing at good command and us'd to the 
charge, with the winding of my body I 
gave him to underſtand what he was to 
do. Come, Sir, ſaid my adverſay, have 
you enough yet? In faith, Sir, ſaid I, 
Vil excharge but one piſtol more, and if 
that prove unſucceſsſul, I ſhall ſubmit to 
your mercy; whereupon I ſhot but 
miſs'd my mark, however, I killed his 
Ll orfe which inſtantly fell, my gentleman 
was ſo nimble that before I could-think 
what to do, he had ſheathed his ſword in 


my horſe's belly, which made me come 


tumbling down too. Once more, ſaid 
my antagoniſt, we are upon equal terms, 
and ſince the obſcurity of the place gives 
us freedom, let us try our courage; for 
ene muſt fall; and thereupon, with his 
word, made a full paſs at my body, but, 
putting it by, I cloſ'd in with him, and 
vpn 
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upon the hug threw him with fo much fa- 
cility that | wondered ati which I need 
not have done, fince his na ute, a after- 
wards I underſt'o1 was lo prone to it. 
Having him down, aw Sr, fad], 1 
{hall teach you to le ceretul on w om 
you ſet, and then biuting his hands I 
began to take the booty; unbuttoning his 
doubtlet to find whether there was not 
gold quilted in the ling, which is prac- 
tiſed by ſome gentlemen when they tra- 
vel, I was much ſurpriz'd to ſee a pair of 
breaſts une xpectedly larger and whiter 
than any man's; but being intent upon 
my buſineſs that amazewent ſoon vaniſh- 
ed my thoughts; at length coming to 
the breeches, which I laid open, not o- 
mitting to ſearch every place wherein 

ſuſpected any mency might be conceal- 
ed, but making a profter to remove his 
ſhirt from between his legs, he ſuddenly 
cry'd out, and ftrove to lay his hand up- 
onthe place, but could not, it was tied 

| ſo 
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Fo faſt : T beſeech you, Sir, ſ1'd he, be 
civil; by waich I in2gi:id there was 
ſome uncot: na trea ure hidden theres 
which made me haftiiy pull away the 
ſhirt, or 1ather ſmock, aad then ſound 
my ſelf not miſtaken, 


Tux fight at firſt amazed me as much 
as if I had ſtared upon v Gorgon's head 
but after a little pauſe, I unbound her 
and took her in my arms, par don me 
moſt courageous amazon, ſaid I, foi thus 
rudely dealing with you, it was ny ig- 
norance that cauſed my error, for could 
my dim-{1ghted foul have diſtinguiſhed 
what you were, the great love and re- 
ſpc ct I bear io y our ſex, would have pre- 
Yent:d wy uüng ſuch violence to any 
part of it, muca leis to ſuch a miracle» 
but I efteem this ignorance as a happineſs 
fince without it, I could have never 
found ſo much proweſs in a woman. 
She return'd me cha Ks for all ay com- 
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pliments and civilities, but intreated me 
to be private in what I had diſcovered, 
and faid, if I would go along with her, 
ſhe would repair the loſs of my horſe, 
by beſtowing a better upon me; I was 
very ready to obey her commands, ſo ta- 
king the furniture from our dead beaſts, 
we paſſed through the coppice, and after 
that through an overgrown wood, where 
under an extraordinary ſhadow of trees 
ſtood a little houſe, into this we entered, 
and were by my hoſteſs, extremely wel + 
comed ; wine we had, tho' contraty to 
my expectation, in ſuch a place, and in 
a trice a couple of fowls were laid to the 
fire, and made ready; when in came two 
other amazons in men's apparel, who be- 
ing told by my pretty padder, who I was, 
with the relation of our adventure, we 
ſoon became acquainted, ſo that the 
mirth increaſing, we proceeded to a 
more amorous combat, but I being the 
only pike-man, found the ſervice too hot 
for 
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for me, and a ceſſation of arms was had 
at my entreaty; and then they inform'd 
me who they were, and how they came 
to undertake this piece of knight-erran- 
try, and the next morning being provid- 
ed with a ſtately gelding. ſent from a 
private ſtable, after they had obliged me 


to ſecrecy, I took my leave, 1 


Bz1NG again well mounted, I reſolv- 
ed not to quit my new undertaking ; and 
therefore proceeded to ſcour the road, 
but meeting with no booty, I came to 
the inn where I had been before with the 
gang I firſt fell into, and who was no 
ſooner got into the yard, but the hoſtler 
came up to me, and taking hold of my 
bridle, whiſpered in my ear, and told 
me that a gentleman with a conſiderable 
ſum of money was not above a mile be- 
fore me; telling me what road he took, 
and that he knew him to be a cowardly 
fellow, For this news, and to bribe him 


— — — 
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to filence, I gave him an angel, and not 
ſtaying to drink, I poſted afier my gen- 
tleman, and had ſoon fight of him from 
the top of a little riſing, he rode an or- 
dinary pace, wherefore I ſlackened my 
pace to cool my horſe : however I ſoon 
oyertook him, and rode by him, not 
without viewing him well; riding down 
the hill, I a'ighted purpoſcly that he 
might overtake me, which he did; be- 
ing paſſed, I remounted, and at the bot- 
tom of the hill I bid him ſtand and de- 
liver inſtantly, or he was a dead man, 
Sis, Sis, 8—itr, faid he, ſtammering very 
much, I—I—!, am going home. I 
I bade him not make any delays left he 
ſinai ted, and there fore wiſhed him to diſ- 
patch, ard give me his moncy, for l 
krew he had a covfiderable ſum behind 
hin. 'T—t—tis true, replicd he, be 
be - hut it is my father's m—m—money, 
Hang your father, ſaid I, and the ſtut- 


tering coxcomb, his ſon, I muſt have 
4 what 
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what you have got. W—W—Why 
then you ſhall, ſaid he, and with that 
drew out a pocket piſtol and fired at me, 
which made iny horſe ſtart, and very 
much turprized me, not in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pecting any reſiſtance from ſuch a ſeem- 
ingly ignorant and cowardly fellow; by 
that means he had time and liberty to 
draw his ſword, which was almoſt as 
broad as a chopping knife, and came up- 


on me ſo furiouſly, that not having time 
to defend myſelf, he ſoon laid me at his 
mercy. | | 


I was forced to beg hard for my life, 
which I obtained with much ado ; then 
he fell to my pockets, not leaving any 
ſuſpe &ed place unſearch'd, hy which I 
gueſe'd him to be one of our own trade, 
and was not miſtaken, He looked upon 
my horſe, and ſeemed to like it very 
much: Wherefore, Ha— ha— Harkee, 
{ſaid he, you arc b—but a raw thi—ef a 


me 
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me- meme mere child, and ſhould go 
to 2 Ma—ma—:naſter to be whipt for 
your fo—fo—ſolly, You ſaid you mult 
La—ve my fa—fa—father's W- mo 
money, but I will have your hau—hav— 
horſe, and ſo farewell, He was ſo kind 
indeed as to leave me his, which was but 
a p tiful jace, Nceeſſity compeiPd me to 
mount him, and anger fpiuri'd me on to 
be revenged on the hoſtler, but then I 
conſidercd with my ſelf, that probably the 
horſe might be k own there, and fol 
ſhould be detcAQet; where fore I rode a 
contrary wan, and took up my lodging 
in a place where I had never cen before, 
As ſoon as I alighted, abundance of peo— 
ple flocked about me, ſccing me all 
bloody, to know the cauſe thereof, 
Whereupon I related in a very doleful 
manner how this fad accident befel me, 
„ That travelling to ſuch a place, with 
about an hundred and fifty pieces of 
& gold, I was ſer upon by five or {ix luſ- 


Tok 35: F ty 


—— — N— — 


— 
— 
1 * 

3 * 


— — 


-— = 


n 


1 


| e ty rogves, who robl'd me, and be- 
i „ cauſc ] made what reſiſtance I could, 
| % to ſave what I had, being all I was 
% worth in the world, they had barba- 
& 1ouſly nargled me, backing and hew- 
& ing me 'u!l they were Weary, and at 
« laſt, with much diffculty, I cfcaped 
« with my life.” This relation moved 
the itanders-by to ſuch compaſſion, that 
a ſurgeon was immediately ſent for, and 
a ſmall gathering made for ine to defray 
my charges; yet ſuch was my ill luck, 
that the next morning my horſe was 
known, the true owner, who houſe was 
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not far off, and who had been forn.cr!y 
ct the ped l:imfelf, but rce reclaimed; 
and ſon to a gentjeman of a conſiderable 
eſtate, not being to be found, I was 
gueſtion's for the murther of him; tho» 
the cccalion cot his ablence was only to 
make merry with the money he had taken 
fon me; and 1] no! beirg able to give a 


latistactory account of myiclt, and how 
| I came 


3 


Jcame by the horſe, being chght trips 
ping upon my examination. The juſtice 
before whom [| wes carried, {eeing my 
wounds, and judzing that there had been 
a dangerous, and very likely a motel 
battle to occainrn then, cdu d Jo ny leſs 
tian ſend m2 in that wounded condition 
to the country goal, on ſo ſtrong a fu. 
picion: but the gentleman appearing in 4 
few days, I was diſcharged at the acxt 
aſſiaes, none coming againſt me. 


ABOUT a weck afticr, there came 2 
geile nan to the ane inn vuere 1 lay, 
who hearing ſome of the he diicourtins 
ol the robbery that was ati Omitted, 
he defired to be particularly informed a- 
bout it, which he wa, aul told, that the 
wounded gentleman ay thca in the houtr, 
He enquired ny nime, wi'ch they an- 
ſwered, as I had told them was Latroon, 
He defired mach to pay me a vifit. and 1 
being told of it, and having uo company, 


F 2 very 


n 
very readily admitted him. as ſoon as he 
entered the room, I verily thought -I 
kuew him, but could not at the inftant 
call to mind where I had ſeen him. I 
was ſo muffled about the chops, that it 
was impoſſible for him to have any know- 
ledge of me, He fat down by me, and 


aſd me ſeveral queſtions, which I an- 
ſwered in the manner I thought the moſt 


convenient. But at length I recollected 
him to have been Clerk to an Attorney, 


in the neighbourhood where I lived in tho 
city of London, and immediately aſk'd 
him if his name was not r He 
anſwered me in the athrmitiye, Dear 
friend, ſaid I, I am glad to ſee you: 
Come do not be amazed, my right name 
is Sharp, What Jeiry, ſaid he, and 
embraced me with much joy, being as 


glad to have thus accidentily met with an 
old acquaintance as 1 was. Laying aſide 
all formal nicetics, Ientircly unboſomed 
mylclt to him, not mincing the truth in 

the 
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the leaſt of any of my paſt adventures, | 
for we knew ourſ-lves to be birds of a | 

feather, He cendoled with me upon my 1 
wounded condition, and comforted nie, 
by telling me he would not leave me till 5 
I was well, ard that he would procure 
me ſuch a plaiſter for the wounds I had 
received and ſhould prove effectual in my 
cure, While he conrinucd with me, he 
gave me an accornt of'his uſe and beha- 
viour ſince I leſt had feen him; he had 
been bred with an Attornev, who, te 
ſneak a hold word, was reckoned the 
greateſt of his profeſſion, and he muſt 
have been bad indeed it his man did not 


outdoe him, fer Wwllen he had recounted 

to me the tranſa tions ot toe few years 

ſince he was out ot tis clerbſhip, he p- 

peared to me ſo ſtopenduoany knaviſhs 
a. 


that I concluded my rogucries were 


rothing compared 0 1113, 2110 Panty law 
that l was but a novice 1n_vijliany. I 


ſhall be ſo cautious as not to mention 
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them, leſt I ſhould by bringing others ac- 
quainted with them, teach them how to 
put them in practice to the ruin of diſ- 
treſs'd families. But I will give my 
readers advice to beware of the dangers he 
ſnewed me, by troubling the Jaw as little 
as poſſible, ſuffering a ſmall loſs rather 
than ſecking redreſs by mcans of an At- 
torney, and if any arc forced to it, let 
him have the fingering of as little of your 
money as may be. 


Tus rogue, as it happens with all 
rogues, had met with many ups and 
downs, ſemetimes triun phing in the ill- 
goiten ſpoils of his miterable clients, and 
ſometimes ready to hang himſelf; but 
from a ſucceſeſul picce cf miſchief, which 
he had juſt been employed in, he was 


row ſo fluſh of money that he ofler'd to 


lend me twenty pieces, Which was the 
plaiſicr he talk'd of. Wich many thanks 


nd a promiſe to return the favour when 


. ever 
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ever it ſhould be in my power, I took 
leave of him, And bcing now ſet up 
again, I purchaſed a horſe and rode to- 
wards Oxford, In my way to that fa- 
mous univerſity, ] overtook two of my 
old gang, from whom I learned that all 
the reſt had taken their leave of the 
world through hempen caſements, which 
occaſioned a ſudden fit of mclancho'y to 
ſeize me, imagining that at one time or 
other I ſhould meet with the ſame fate: 
but ſoon after callipg at one cf the ſtages 
on the road, my companions fy'c«d me 
to drown all my fears in god c'aret, and 
then we proceeced to our forracr practices, 


I HAR not been long in Oxford, he- 
fore my landlord, of whom 1 had bor 
towed the ten, pounds at Weſt-Cheſter, 
happened to be in the ſame town, whi— 
ther he was come to place his ſon in one of 
the colleges, got fight of me, and after 
he had ſeen me ſafely houſed, fetched a 

couple 


61 


1 couple of ill- looking raſcals, who hur- 
| ry'd me away to priſon before ] had time 
1 to look about me; however, I ſtay d not 
there above a we:k before my compa- 
nions let me have money enough to make 
| up, with what I had left of niy own, a 
| ſum ſuſſicient to ſatisfy my creditor and 
pay the fees. I was bound atrefh to my 


m PR" 3 


| old comrades buth by obligation and ne- 
ceſſity, and ſo, going to the inn where I 
knew they were, to return them my 
thanks, and to concert meaſures with 


1 

6 them for our future exploits, I found 
| * . . 

1 them in a publick 100M with two gen= 
| ; : 

| tlemen, whoin they were pumping to find 


| out which way they travelled, and what 


| charge they bad bout them, therefore I 
| to K no notice of them for the preſent; 
ö but tipping tlie wink upon one of 
my fri.n''s, I taunter'd about the door, 
and he prete! ding to come out to make 
water, told me, tacy tound the putts had 
but jult cn. ub about chem to defray 


their 
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their expences, only one of them had a 
good watch that made his chops water. 
bade him return to his place, and I war- 
ranted him we would have it before he 
ſtirred. So ordering my horſe to be brid- 
led and ſaddled, I ſoon after went again 
into the roum where the company Was, 
and paid wy reſpects to thein, all as a 
ſtranger; I purpoſely aſk'd what a clock 
It was, one of the ſtrange gentlemen⸗ 
and both my friends immediately pulled 
out their watches, ſtiivinzg who ſhould 
anſwer my queſtiou firſt, After which 
they interchangeably viewed aid praiſed 
the work mankſhip, of each others wat- 
ches. At laſt one of my friends made 
this prop-fition; Come, Sir, ſaid he, if 
you pleaſe we will make an exchange up- 
on ſentence an! Foun once, Tus itran- 
ger deſired bim to <xplain himſelf, Why 
dir, repl'ed he, we will commit them both 
to the hands of any one indiiferent per— 
ſon, and what he fhall judge the dif- 
ference 
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ference to be between them, ſhall be given 
in money by him whoſe watch is of leaſt 
worth, This ws concluded upon, but 
they could not at firſt agree into whoſe 
hands to put them; but at !aſt one of 
thoſe who were fiiangers to me deſired 1 
might Cccice the matter. I ſeem to de- 
cline being concerned at firſt, but when 
they inſiſted upon it, I took the watches 
into my hands, and drawing near ard 
nearer to the door, as if for more light 
then ſt ept out of it, and mounting my 
lorſe ia a mon ent, was quickly cut of 
fight; at which wy companions ſtormed, 
and, with much fierceneſs, ſaid, it was 4 
fraud plottcd and contrived between the 
ftrange gentlemen and me, and that they 
would have ſatisfa&ion, ſince it was the 
ſtranger that had delivered them into my 
hards; he proteſted he knew nothing of 
ne, and urced my cwn friends conlent 
to my being the judge between them. 


Hon cver, che ocher 1carcd out and bul- 


lied 
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lied at ſuch a rate, that the ſtranger was 
bought at to give the 1 a coup'e of pics 
ces for cheating him ef his watch, 


My compan'ons ſoon followed me, 
and fourd me at the vext ſtage, where 
we had appoinicd to meet, and thee I 
gave them their watches; we called for 
wine and made fo merry in laughing at 
the cull we had bit, that caſh began to 
run low; whereupon we ſent for mine 
hot, an: afſk'd hin if he could tell us 
any good news? To which, he replied, 
He knew of a bid that had featheis if 
we could but Jay a trap for lim. Being 
defired to explain him ſelf, he laid there 
was a phythcian ia the toon before us, 
who always carried filly o HA y rad 
picces Of gold abet him; and if, con- 
tinucd he, you can by foie wile, cet 
him ar a dinlands rant heine, you know 
what y u have IG do. This ua took, 


and 100n, brought 1, to pais, unde pre- 
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tence of having a young maiden fiſter, 
who was ſhorily to be married, taken 
very ill, at a bonding ſchool, where I 
was told the Doctor had ſome patients. 


Turks two exploits gain'd me much 
credit among my companions, and much 
endeared me to them; however, being 
taken rotice of in the country, we agreed 
jt would be beſt for us to teparate for a 
While; which W. did accordingly, ta- 
king esch a ſiflcrent rout. It was iny 
luck juſt about the ſetting of the ſun to 
come near a very handiome old houſes 
at a qiſtance from any town or village, 
and thither I rilgivn to go, thinking 
ſour thing might tam gut tO my advan- 


tage there, as indeed it did. 


BEIN G come to che gate, I boldly 
knocked, and the maic coning to demand 
my HDufrncls, I Ceſired her to tell her 

8 4 | 
matter, that wii a gentleman, who had 

the 
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the misfortune to miſtake the road, and 
night coming on, I was loth to venture 
farther, and therefore defired the courte- 
ſy of a lodging, The wench baving 
made her report to her wiſtreſs, for maſ- 
ter ſhe had none, the good gentlewoman 
came to the gate herſelf, and very ci- 
villy aſbd me to walk in, telling me I 
was welcome, and that any perſon who 
looked like a. gentleman, might freely 
make uſe of her houſt upon ſuch an c- 
caſion: 10 ſhe conducted me into a very 
ſtately room, where ſhe aſk'd me ſeveral 
queſtions concerning my travels, and [ 
found was defirous to know of what 
quality or profeſſion I was ; | tramed ſuch 
ani{wecs as I thought would be ingſt ſuit- 
able to ſaiisfy her curioſity, and procure 
reſpeQ to myic'f. The lady ſcemed very 
weil picatled with my company, and pre- 
pared a very gent. el ſuppcr, the better to 
ſpeak my welcome. Being at at table, I 
had more leiture to view her, and fourd 
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that nature had been very liberal in grace» 
ing her perſon, as art had done her ut- 
moſt in improving her mind; in ſhort, 
her wit and beauty ran in a parallel. Supper 
over, we chatted about ten or cleven, 
and then ſhe told me, that knowing I 
muſt needs be weary, for I pretended to 
have travelled three times as far as I re- 
ally had, ſhe would no longer keep me 
from my repoſe, therevpon calling for 
candics, the went with me heiſclf to my 
my C..amber door, and there took leave 
of me, 


THho' I was ſomewhat weary, yet I 
could hardly ſleep a!l night for thinkir g 
of my agrecab!l: Lofieſs: In the morning 
Win I heard the fanny ftirring, I got 
up, aui was putting on my cloaihs when 
the inaid came into the room to enquire 
if ] wanted ay thing, and to tcl! mic her 
_miſtie's defied to know tow | bad refted, 
and that When I pleated to cone down, 


ſhe 


1 
{he fNould lhe glas of ny company to bre:k- 
ſat, I returned wy compliments, and 
let her know that I wou'd wait on her 
immediately ; when l came down I found 
her in a gentecl looſe morning dreſs, wich 
freſh beautics blooming in her Face, aud 
love as I thought langu'ſhing in her eyes, 
nor was I miſtaken: O! what would [ 
have given for an excuſe to have ſtaid a 
little longer, but I could think of none, 
for when breakfaſt was over I was obliged 
to prepare for my departure, and the 
well-bred lady would zccompany ine 1nto 
the yard, to fee inc take horſe, which the 
groom was ordered to brivg out, bur, 5 
he led bim along we perceived him to be 
quite lame, ſhe, as I afterwards undcr- 
ſtood, having ordered him to be prick'd 
in the foot, on purpoſe to prolong my 
ſtay, which was as I could haye wiſhed. 
Whilſt I ſtood muſing upon this ar cident, 
not well knowing what to ſay ; Well Sir, 
laid ſhe, ſince it has ſo unluckily fallen 
G 2 out- 
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out, that your horſe is diſabled, pray 
make uſe of my houſe, and what it af- 
fords 'till he is recovered, Inwardly re- 
Joiced at this invitation, though I made 
many pretences of urgent buſineſs, and 
pleaded the ſhame I was under of being 
ſo very troubleſome, I returned with 
ber. We fell again into diſcourſe» 
and among fifty other, Poctry happened 
to be the ſubject; I declaring my ſelf a great 
admirer of that ſcience, the ſaid, if I 
would promiſe not to be too ſevere a 
critick, ſhe would immediately ſhew me 
lome eſſays ſhe had made in the poetical 
way, when ſhe had nothing elſe todo to 
amuſe an idle hour; I begg'd of all things 
to be allowed that pleaſure, and this gave 
mne great hopes, for | never knew a wo- 
man that was fond of poetry, who had 
rot a heart mighty ſuſceptible of love, 


which is the very life of it. Her verſes 


were pietty tolerable for one. of that ſex, 
but 1 commcndcd them as the fineſt things 
I had 
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J had ever read, and taking up a pen, 
gave her the following ſpecimen of my 
knack, in the ſame way: 


Thrice three ſiſiers I have read of, and no 
more, 

Till your quick wit compleated half a ſcore, 

Since youre my muſe, let me perſuale you 
then 

To ſuvour me, the muſes favour men. 

Be like them, Mad um, ever ſoft aud I lithe, 

Let wha will tade the nine, give me the 


Tit be. 


Tursz Unes wrought ſo powerſully 
on her, that the could not forb-ar telling 


me, ſhe was mich obliged to me. Then 
7 — 


madam, ſaid I, you canngt cancel your 
obligation Mul you have given me fore 
recompence, ſor poets alwa\s exp Ct a re- | 
ward. With thr, lining, tte alk'd 
what would content me, I told her, the 
uti oft of my anbition was the continues 
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ance of her favour ; That you may de- 
pend on, Sir, faid the, I can nëver re- 
fule my favour to ſo deſerving a man. 
By your favour, madam, anſwer'd I, I 
mean your love. O Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am 
in charity with all the world. I hate no 
man. I was pleaſcd to hear her talk fo 
merily, and know that when a fort begins 
to capitulate, it is half ſurrender'd. Since 
J had broke the ice, I reſolved to puſh cn, 
So, in pluin Eng ith, I told her, that I 
had loved her from th: firſt moment I ſet 
eyes upon her, and ſo ardently, that my 
conſtancy ſhall prove the reality of my 
affection, She defired me to leave that 
to the teſt of time, and ſaid, that ſhould 
ſhe yield too caly a ſaith to my.profeſſions 
before ſhe had mate trial of me, ſhe 
ſhould loſe that reputation ſhe had als 
ways maintained for her prudence in the 
management of her affairs, Every one 
wou!d accuſe her for having too muh 
creduitty, aud ſhie might thereby invo've 


herſelf 
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ye th of troubles. Trial, 
e on am; v Ban are., Art 
Korn „lerne .it is the fureſt 
wiy of in a wilow, I never gave 
oer my attack *rjil J had made her ſo 
firmly mine, that I dorſt not ſpeak one 
word of leaving her. Two months we 
paſſed together in all the choiceft delights, 
but in that time 1 was (> tired out by the 
frequent demands ſhe made upon my love, 
which the more I endeavoured to fatisfy 
the more unreaſonable I found her, that 
I reſolved to take the firſt fair opportunity 
of quitting her, but not without a full 
reward for my ſervices, She daily ſoli- 
cited me to marry her, which I promif-d 
fon time to time, but fte found foie 
frivolous pretences to procraftinate the 


it, 
* 


happy hour as ſhe would have thought it. 


— 


OE day, to encourage me to a ſpeedy 
conſummation of our loves, by marriage, 
the ſhewed me all the wriungs of her 


ellate, 
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efate, by which I perceived ſhe was very 
weai:.y, and Lave oftentimes curs'd my 
un"appv ſtars fiance, that prevented my 
cloliug with ſuch 4 propoſal that might 
have ſctiled me in the world, and ſaved 
me from the miſcrics I afterwarcs expe- 
rienced, She then gave me the keys of 
her trunks, wherein I found money 
enough to have contented any one but 
ſech an unlucky dog as 1 was born to be: 
Then tabing we about the neck, and al- 
moſt ſtrangling me with kiſtes, told me 
ſhe was with child by me, and aſk' if 
there was not ſuffigient to tempt me to a 
performance of my promiſe, and bade 
me take wha: | would; I] replicd, that 
there were many charms, wichout doubt, 
in ſo much fiche, but not ang was to be 
put in con petition with her own dear per- 
ſon, a dethat for the ſake ef that only, 
and not «f hor trceture, | was willing to 
ſell my liberty, and would make myſelf 
hei's by the ſro:geſt and moſt ſacred 
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ties in four days. But having well ſtore d 
my pechets with gold, IJ was at the ſame 
time co-Ulving, like a fot, which way I 
might get rid of her, and enjoy my own 
idle and rambling humour, In fine, I 
feigned ſome indiſpoſition of body, and 
made an excuſe to ride out four or five 
miles to take ſome freſh air, to which, 
with much reluftance, ſhe conſented. 
And being about to take horſe, ſhe fol- 
lowed me weeping bitterly, and being a 
p:opheteſs, I think, as well as a poet, 
told me, ſhe was ſure ſhe ſhould never 
ſee me more, Hard-hcarted man, ſaid 
ſhe, how can you thus leave one who 
loves you, nay, doats upon you to that 
excels that I do? I made many proteſ- 
tations that I would return in a few 
Lours, but ſhe ſcemed to give no credit 
to me, and with a deep ſigb, bid me 
farewell; upon which I fat ſpurrs to my 
horſe, and was out of ſight in an inflant, 


I could 
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like that of the ſmock, 1 thought I had 
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I. could not but cendewn wyſelf ex 


tremely for this inhaman action, but 
conſidering that there was no flu very 


a good deliverence. 


C HAP, 
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Jeremy comes up to London, and ſends 
for a particular friend whom he could 
conſide in, and intreats him to com- 
pound with his creditors; which he 
docs in a ſhott time: And in a ſhort 
time after, he attempts to rob a houſe, 
is taken and committed to Newgate; 
deſcribes the miſcries of an impriſoned 
ſtate, and relates the manner of ma- 
king his elcape, 


HE next day I rode towards Lon- 

don, and about twylight took up 

my quaiters in the ſaburbs: The day fol- 
losung 1 ſent for a lend whom I could 
put confidence in, and jevailed with 
km to cndeaygur to br.ng my creditors 
Int a compoſition. I gave bim com- 
miſſion to pruceed ſo far and nu farther, 
whien was to oller them half a crow:: :n 
the 


28-3 


the pound, After I had given him a lift 
of cheit names and places of abode, he 
went to every one of them particulariy, 
and treated with them ſo cunningly, that 
he brought them all into a compliance, 
and got them to ſubſcribe a paper, pro- 
miſing to give mea general diſcharge up- 
on payment of the money, which was 
done accordingly. Bt when my eredi- 
tors, a W'1.'. ofter, aw me walk ing in 
the ſtiects ic A rich dreſe, with an air and 
ceſtuic ſuitable to it, they were realy to 
hang themicives for giving em that liber: 
ty, eſpecially when th y dend in hat a 
haughiy ani! ſuperc hot manner | ſaluted 
them. and ] mutt nee; ay 1 took gr. at 
digit in nus mortifying tome of the 
rog us, who hat crther impoſed u on 
me, 0 Ole. Me u ed ine when they 
had ein 1» their power. Being now able 
to zo about at my picature without fear 
or u.vle tao; I kept ſuch debauched 
cul; any, that che rena ing part of my 

money 
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money grew low, and in a very ſhort 
time was all ſpent; all my drunken com- 
panions now ſhunn'd me, and having no- 
thing left but my cloatas, I could not 
tell what to do to ſupport myfelf, but at 
laſt neceſfty made me condeſcend to make 
an enquiry after the ſtrumpet my wife; 
but her neareſt relations could give me 
no account of her, I wanderd up and 
down, employing my utmoſt diligence to 
find her out, thinking in the great diſ- 
treſs I was, might poſiivly have ſome- 


thing to relieve my preſent neceflities, 
Knowing her wanton inclinations, and 
finding ſhe had eloped from all her rela- 
tions, I did not at ail doubt but ſhe had 
thiown herſelf upon the publick, There- 
fore I went to Katcliff- Highway, and 
paid a viſit to Damaris, the metropolitan 
bawd of thoſe parts, and enquired for a 
gentlewoman of ſucn a make and com- 
plection, it wou have been to little pur- 
pole, I Knew, to memion her name, be- 
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cauſe traders in that way change their 
names as cſteh as their cloaths, or their 
lodgings; but this cart load of foul fleſh. 
could give me no account of her; ſo l 
went all along to the croſs, where 1 ſaw 


mavy whores fanding at doors, and had 
ſeycral invitations to come 1n, but I had 
no money to entertain them, and if I kad 
there were none that would have pleaſed 
my palate; for by their coutinual trafhck 
with ſcamnen's brecches, thy all ſincit ſo 
frong'y of tarpawlings and ſtinking. cod, 


that there was no coming near them, 


From Natcliff came to Flect-yard, but 


here tlie ladies were ſo plaiſtercd with 


paint, and botched over with patches, 
that had J ſcca her 'tis very likely I 
ſhould not have known her. I] went next 
to Newtcacr's Lane, and Dog- and Bitch - 
Yard, but the pox it ſeems, had not yet 
fitel her ſor thole places. From hence I 
went to Whc itcnc's Park, where I ſaw 
my Nacamn ſtanding et à door, but her 

frequent 
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requent tradtng, and the many ſhots ſhe 
had received hetw-en wind and water in the 
ſervice, had from a t191t veil, made her 
liitle better than a fhatter'd hitk, Hail» 
her from wacnce he came, I boardel her 
ain] made her lawful prize; but rummaged 
not her hold, fearing the might be a firce 
ſip, The ſizhit and knowledge of me 
made her ſhed a few crocodile tears, 
wiich I , took little notice of, knowing 
them, in that. ſex, to be only the efet 
of a moiſt brain, and always at comman]. 
In we went together, where we hail, ag- 
cording to the cuſtom of the houſe, pint 
black pots, filled with ale, or rather 
ſmall beer, at twopence each, and quar- 
terns of aque vite, half, filled: for fix- 
pence, with biſcuits throwa down and 
broken, and were to be paid for, tho' not 
a bit was eaten. One of the plyers be- 
ing gone down ſtairs to draw ſome more 
drivk, my wiſe begged me notite diſ- 
Cover who I was for the pretent, and 
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that I would comply with the cheating 
cuſtoms of the houſe, and ſhe would wil- 


Iingly pay all. I had hardly ſmoaked two 


whifts of Tobaeco, before a fellow came 
in, ſwearing, Damme, why do you ſtay 
with this raſcal and leave me thus you 
inconſtant quean? I have ſpent my eſtate 
on you, and muſt you now grow weary 
of me, and with that drew his knife? 
making a profter to cut her noſe off; I 
was ſo amazed at what I heard, and fo 
irritated by paſſion, that I knew not 
which of them to be revenged on firſt 3 
Sir, ſaid I, I have been longer acquainted 
with her than you, and my juſtly claim a 
better title, and more priviledge, but as 
you have affronted me, ſo I ſhall require 


_ fatisfaQion iaftantly, nor 1eferring our 


difference to be decided by the field; 
whereupon, I drew my knife alfo, and 
ſeized on his noſe, which I intended to 
have divorc'd from his face, but was pre- 
vented, for it dropt off into my hand. 


This 
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This accident ſo aftoniſhed me, and with- 
all being much affrighted at the ſight of 
his death's head, I durit aot meddle with 
him any further, leaſt handung any other 
member it ſhoull have dropt off in the 
ſame manner; he made a blow at me, 


butinſtcad of ſtriking me, I expected his 
At would have flown from his body into 
ny face; he kici'y at me, but that ly 
being up, the other was 1ncapiule of ſup- 


portiag his body, aud lo he fel dowa. \ 


Tir old bad, hearing the diſtur- 
pance, ran to us as faſt as tue vail bab ef 
her body, would give her leave, whoſe pace 
was not much iwviiter than a faail in full 
career. Sitrah, Ur rah, {aid iac, cone 

you hither_to brecd quarrels, and ab ſe 
civil gentlemen, and, it may be. bull a 
ſco:.ce tov? Get you out of my houſe, 
you villian, or Pi tall you out. By uns 
time the buity of tie. place cam: ty theirs 
aſliſtange, all ly 1.207 all Join d togethe r 
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| 
| to ſhove the poor fellow out of doors; and 
notwithſtanding he had frequented the 
| houſe two or three years conſtantly, and 
| | ſpent all he was worth in the world in it, 
| yet they neither pitied, nor relieved him 
| as a maimed ſoldier, who had loſt a mem- 
| ber, or perhaps two in their ſervice, 
| Having diſcharged my reckoning, I went 
to a place my wife appointed, and there 
meeting her again, where we were at li- 
| berty to talk freely, I wayed all diſcourſe 
| but what tended to my main buſineſs, 
| which was to contrive ſome way how, by 
| her help, I might get a livelyhood. At 
| 
| 


laſt we reſolved to take a houſe, and live 
together. I thought it was as good to be 

a pimp to my own wife as to another, and 
better than to ſpunge upon my acquaint- 

| ance, for a meals meat; beſides I had an 
example of my betters before me to keep 
me in countenance, ſome who had raiſed 
themſelves to be juſtices of the peace and. 

| Com- 
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Commiſſioners in offic:s by the very (252 
thing, 


Wr we hai determined on, we ſoon 
put in execution, the money my rib had 
acquired as a journey- woman in the trade, 
was now laid out in proper utenſils to ſet 
up for ourſelves, ſuch as beds, chairs, 
ſtools, linnen, platters, quartern pots, 
aqua mirabilis, &c. Part of our goods we 
had from a tallyman, or broker, who 
was to receive twelve pence in the pound, 
weekly, 'till his debt was paid, and to 
ſpeak the truth, we found him and his 
ſervants excellent cuſtomers, who, for a 
particular favour, would cut off a notch 
or fometimes two from the tally, Our 
ſtock being but ſmall, my wife was 
forced to act the parts of both bawd and 
whore, but our trade ſoon increaſing, ſhe 
watch'd the waggons, and would ſoine- 
times bring home ſome fine freſh ware, 
which we made a very good penny of, 

by 
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by ſelling the firſt of them three or four 
times over, tho? [generally 2athered their 
role- buds ny felf the firſt night they came 
1 houſe, leaft the infectious air of 
the place might have tainted them in a 


day or two more. Two of theſe young 


jades whom my wife took from the York» 


fhire carrier's, were the moſt tractable 
and docile creatures Jever met with in my 
life: In a oath? s time they Knew their 
trade ſo perfectly well, that they could 
cant fluently, wheeJle mcſt cunningly, 
lyc confounded!y, {rar deſperately, pick 
pockets dexterouily, cill.mblc impercept- 
ibly, drink everlaitirgly, whore inſatiate- 
ly, and brazen ail out molt audaciouſly, 
Being ſo well ſet up, and 11 fo fHourithing 
a way, I began again to keep company, 
and fell into ſome of my old acquaintance, 
Viz. rogues and ſharpers, from wlom I 
was hicyver alunder either at home or 
abruad, To rciatc all the tricks we comes 
mitted in half a year, would be half a 
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years work; therefore to be ſhort, we 
were grown ſo notorious, and ſo generally 
pointed at by all our neighbours, that at 
laſt my wife and her two maids of diſ- 
honour, were apprehended by the mar- 
ſhal's-men, and carried to bridewel, and 
I, myſelf, narrowly eſcaped by a precis 
pitate flight, 


Tux next day I bolély went to viſn 
them, and thought their beating bewp 
became them mighty well, and I muſt dg 
them the juſtice to ſay, that there had 
never been three perſgns wha better de- 
ſerved the employment they were preferred 
to. Looking ſometimes at my wife, and 
ſometimes at the hemp, a melancholick 
thought came into my head, which gave 
me ſome chagreen, for the preſgnt, for 
I fancy'd that the hemp ſhe was then 
beatin "| might, by the fatal ſiſters, be 
twiſted into that thread, which was ta 
put a period to my life, 


Tur 
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Tux time of viſiting them fell out on 
the day of correction, tucrefore I reſolved 
to ſtay and ſee them well lalh' as I 
hop:d. My wife being manacled, and 
the Whip ready to cinbrace her ſoſt waiſt. 
Hola, cry'd I; my wife no doubt thought 

was going to intercede for her, but ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to the maſters of bridewe!!s 
„May it pleaſe your worſhips, ſaid IL. 
this woman now under correction, is the. 
moſt impudent, braz en facc*d, whore in 
the whole town; I have knowa her a long 
time, ever ſince, and a ſhort while before 
ſhe ruined her huſband, a very honeſt 
man indeed, who had the good word of 
all his neighbours; but this abandoned 
ſtrumpet could not be contented without 
her ſtallion, as if ſhe had been the wiſe 
of an alderman; the raſcal whom ſhe 
choſe to do her dirty buſineſs, tho? but a 
foot ſoldier, was maintained like a Colo- 
nel, out of what ſhe purloined from the 
good man her huſband, which was tae 

| . utter 


C08: 1 


utter deſtruttion ; ſhe has brought ſeveral 
others to poverty, and is ſo far from re- 
penting cf what ſhc has Cone, that ſhe 
glories in it; wherefere, I beſeech you, 
vw orſhips, for my triend's fake, the honeſt 
man her huſband, and for the good of 
her own ſoul, add one half dozen ſtripes 
to the number intended, and let them be 
laid home:“ I had no ſooner ended my 
ſpecch but I vaniched. Jull as J was go- 
inc out of the gate, I mct with two of my 
ſharping friends, whom the devil, [ think, 
had [cat to way-lay me, they were going 
it ſeems, o ſce fore It their doxies, who 
had that diy bcen committed; being 
overjoy*d to meet me fo accide atally, they 
wou'd needs have 2 go to the tavern with 
them; over a glas ot wine we conſulted 
about divers matters, no gecdneſs to be 
ſures the rcfull whereof Was, that [ 
ſhould go tou pat.cuar hauf, and try 


if by any means, I could get into it un- 


1 


perceived, and hac niz ici in order to 


my 
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my opening the door for them about 
twelve o'clock, 


AccorDiNG to the time agreed on, J 
went, and with much facility conveyed 
myſelf into a lower room, wherein was 2 
bed, under which I crept, being confident 
I might lye there 1ecuic!y 'till all the houſe 
was retired to take their reſt, After I had 
laia about two hours on the ground, there 
came into this room, a ſervant, I peeped 
out, and by the light of his candle, ſaw 
that waich 1 thought would have diſ- 
trated me with fear, it was the laying 
the cloth, by which I undet ſtood the 
maſter of ine heut intended to ſup there 
ſud-!enly ; fter this the meat was brought 
in an1icrved t5 the table, then came five 
or fix perions, who paſſiug divers com- 
plimoats ok heir tracts, and had not 
thore been at that time ſome 1mall 
prattili.g cuiid en, running Up aud down 
and making a noiſe, the frigut chen ap- 
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proach had put me in, would certainly 
bave betrayed me, for my knees knocked 
together like mill- clappers. My cruel 
ſtars had ſo ordered it, that there was a 
ſmall dog and a cat in the room, bot“ 
dearly beloved by their miſtreſs, who 
would be continually flinging down ſome- 
thing or other, which they continually 
quarrel'd about, as jealous and envious 
upon the diſtribution of her favours ; at 
length ſhe threw down a ſmall bit, which 
the cat, being nimbleſt, got, and 1an 
with it under the bed, the dog ran after 
her ſnarling, en deavouring to affright her, 
that ſhe might forſake the purchaſe. The 
dog approaching, and tco much intrench- 
ing upon her right, ſhe put him in mind 
of his duty, by a ſcratch with her claw 
which ſo angercd him, that he made a 
furious aflalt upon puls, who defended 
herſelf as well as ſhe could, but at length 
they cloſed, and grappling together, 
made a moſt hidcous noiſe: I he pot in 

Vor. II. — 5 1 which 
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which they fought this combat, was un- 
derneath the bed, upon my buttocks ; the 
ſervant that attended being over hafty to 
quell the noiſe, by parting the fray, 
ſnatched up the fire-ſhowel and throws it 
underneath the bed; had it hit my noſe 
with the edge as it did my breach, with 
the handle, I ſhould have it pared off even 
with my face, The cat inſtantly provides 
for her ſafety by flight; but the dog till 
remained behind grumbling, and now and 
then barking with ſuch eagerneſs, that he 
became very offenſive to the whole com- 
pany : wherefore the ſervant was com- 


manded to drag him forth, which he did 


beating him and throwing him out of 
doors, In the mean time I was left in 
ſuch a condition as if I had been breathing 
my lait. As ſoon as the door was opened 
the 40g came again unerteath the bed 
more fury than beſore; this ſecund 
Amy buſinefs, cr as they vulgar- 

de mz do my bulincls, for run- 

ning 
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ning fiercely on me, be had bit me by the 
noſe, but ihat I ſa»tched away my head 
from him, but not obſerving the bed poſt 
behind, I thought I had daſhed my brains 
out againſt it. Fear alio having bereft 
me of my retentive faculty, I let fly at 
one, and the ſame time, which made fo 
ſtrarige a noiſe tozether, that they all 
role from the table to ſee what was the 
matter; their noſes quickly informed 
them of ſome part, for the room was pre- 
ſently ſtrongly ſcented, looking under the 
bed, they could ſee poor Jerry giving vp 
the ghoſt, as dying perſons uſually evacu- 
ate before their departure; they pulled 
we forth, and quizkly revived me by 
rough handling we, and then beat me 
till I was e'en dead again. Being taken 
in the preſent oſfentde, I could expect no 
other but to be ſuhject to the rigour of 
their vengeance, | could make no plca ſuf- 
ficient to itay thcic fury, or ſatisfy thejr 
revenge; having #ctclr'd a conſable, I 
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was carried before a Juſtice of Peace, 
who with little examination cauſed my 
mittimus to be made, and ſo I was ſent 
to Newgate, I was no ſooner there, and 
under lock and key, but fetters conſid 
my legs from ſtraggling, and bracelets 
were clapt upon my arms. 'The regues 
came all flocking about me, for their gar- 
11ſh, which I gave them, ſome of the 
genteeler ſort added more to it, ſo that 
we had abundance of drink ; but never did 
hear ſo confuſed a din of damme and fink 
me; others ſinging ſo loud, (alias roar- 
ing) that I thought myſelf in hell, and 
that theſe were damned ſouls that roared 
thro? extremity of torments. I thought 
none had been ſo wicked as myſelf, *till I 
came among theſe hell hounds; not a 
word catue fiom any of their mouths, 
but what was ſeconded with an oath, cur- 


ſing their bad ſtars, and blaſpheming ; 


the miſery of this or any other priſon is 
ſufficiently repreſented, if by nothing elſe 
| but 
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but the want of liberty, that rich inhe 
ritenee of living ſouls, as it is the great- 
eſt of enjoyments next to that imperial 
gem of health, ſo that want thereof, next 
to ſickneſs, muſt needs be of all other the 
moſt bitter. Since then to be configed to 
the confines of a goal, is to be in part 
unman'd, intomb'd alive, what and how 
great is that wretchedneſs that is occa- 
ſioned not only by a want of liberty, but 
by a continual dread of ſhameful death. 
The terror of this place, full of torture, 
is ſo exaiperfed by the imagination of a 
noble mind, that heli itſelf cannot con- 
taig more exquiſite woes and pains, 2 
continuance wiereof were fſulljicient to 
puniſh all offen-<s, if the law diſpenſed 
with that debt due to juſtice, the life of 
the offender. Your companions arc none 
but licentious wretches, fouls which daily 
ſurround you, with their !oathfome per- 
ſons,  overſpread with ſcabs and lice, 
Here fighiag is our air, our comfort 


I 2 coldneſe, 
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eoldneſs, our food deſpair, our. muſick 
rattling of chains, our recreation the de- 
ſtruction of vermin, laſtly, our expec- 
tations death and damnation. The keep- 
er, with the grim aſpect of his ſtern coun- 


tenance, makes us tremble with fear of 


a new martyrdom, whilſt the inſulting 
raſcal on the tiptoes of his pride, needs 
not {crew his ill favoured face to a frown, 
ſor he knows not how to look otherwiſe, 
which ſo dejects the ſpirits of poor im- 
priſoned ſlaves, that the contrition of 


their looks ſeem to implore his ſmiles, 


whoſe flinty heart having renounced all 
pity and remorſe, caſts a defiance on their 
lamentable complaints. I might go much 
farther, but am haſtening to get out of 
this miferable and foul excruciating 
priſon, 


Oxr day after I had exonerated na- 
tire, 1 chanced 19 view the ſcat, and 
found it was ao ciflicult matter to go 

| down 
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down the vau!t by the help of a rope. A 
truſty friend ceming to ſee me, I told 
him what I had obſerved, and what I 
wanted; ſo about three days before tle 
Seſſions, he brought me rope enough to 
have hanged us all; this being new ro] e 
put me again in mind of my wiſe, but 
now I was in hopes the hemp ſhe had been 
beating was to ſave me. Taere were 
two of the priſouers with me, for whom 
I had a more than ordinary reſpe&, on 
account of their great abilities in that 
way of bufineſs, and to them [I cone 
nicated my deſign, which we all three de- 
termined immediately to put. ia execatio", 
Firſt I wert down, but I could have 
wiſh'd myſelf up again, for I was vip to 
the neck, and knew no: but that I miynt 
be deeper, but to my great comfort [ 
found to the cootra'y ; the reſt deſcended 
after me, witir the Ike good ſucceſs. 
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Be1NG got thro” all this naſtineſs and 
peril, to ah houſe where we knew our- 
ſelves lafe, we were quickly freed from 
our irons, and had places cnough to ſend 
to for change ot apparel, as rich or as 
beggarly as we pleaſed. Having lain in 
lavender about a fertnight in this bouſe, 
not only io ſweeten us, but that the ru» 


mour of our eſt ape, and the ſearch that 
was making for us might be over. In the 
mean time we conſulted how we might 
. diſguiſe ourſelves ; my own heir being of 
a flaxen colour, I got me a coir black pe- 
ruke, and a ſmall! beard ſuitable, with 
whiſkers in the Spanifh faſhion, It 
would be no great trouble 1 thought to 
black my eye-brows every morning; but 
to ſee how effectual my dilguiſe was, 
clapping a black patch over my left eye, 
I came ftrutting into the room where my 
companions were buſy, and ſpeaking to 
them in a tone they were not acquainted 
with, I aſked them what they were do- 


ing 
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g, their, chops moved inceſſantly, but 
the devil a word could I hear; they had 
rot a palſy in their jaws, by their ſudden 
ſurprize : To obſerve the ſeveral monkey- 
faces and baboon poſtures they made uſe 
of, could not but have contrafted laugh» 
ter from the ſevereſt cy nick. Why do 
not ye anſwer me, and that quickly, ye 
ſneaking dumb raſcals, ſaid I, looking 
moſt piteouſly one on the other, expeCt- 
ing who ſhonld ſpeak firſt ; at laſt ſaid one 
of them, We mean no harm, Sir, we are 
only preparirg ſome things for a maſk, 
which will ſhortly be preſented 19 the 
citizens, and we are perſons therein con- 
cerned, I could not hold longer, but 
burſt forth into an exceſſive laughter, by 
which they underſtood their miſtake, not 

without ſhame enough to think that the 
apprehenſions of danger ſo ſlightly ground- 
ed ſhould io teriify them, being ſtruck 
dumb, and almoſt dead with a pannick 
fear. To be brief, we very well liked 


the 
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the manner of our metamorphoſes, and 
having borrowed ſome money as the ne- 
ceſſar tools of our intended trade, We 
adventured abroad, 


Tux firſt month we pick'd up was in 
the Long-Walk, by Chriſt-Church, up- 
on the account of a wager; there came 
towards us a young man, who, by his 
garb, ſcemed to be a merchant's man, 
he afterwards proved ſo, and his caſhier. 
I ſtept to him, and ſaid, Sir, if it will 
not be troubleſome to you, I beſeech you 
to reſolve me one queſtion : This gentle- 


man hath laid an angel with me, and re- 
ferr'd the deciſion thereof to the next that 
came this way, whether the next adjacent 
hoſpital be Saint Thomas's, or Saint 
Bartholomew's. Said the young man, 
I can aſſure you it is Saint Bartholomew's. 
Why then friend, ſaid I, you have loſt; 
Sir, will you be pleaſed, if it may not be 
any great hindrance to your preſent af- 

| fans, 
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fairs, to accompany us to the next ta- 
vern, and participate of the loſings, for I 
ſcorn to pocket any thing. He condeſ- 
cended, and ſo we went together. We 
diſcovered nothing of our intention, *till 
after the ſixth pint, and then my friend, 
as if by chance, found a pack of cards in 
a corner of the window, which he him- 
ſelt had lain there before, Here is a pack 
of cards, ſaid he, come, to pals away the 
tive, let us p'ay for a pint or ſo, I very 
readily took up my friend, Putt was the 
game we went td, and I won two or three 
pints, every now and then drinking to 
the ſtranger, ſo that now he began to be 
warn'd, and ſeem'd to take delight in our 
play, looking over my hand, and ſome- 
times p emp1ing me to ſce him when he 
putt me, At laſt wy friend play'd the 
kigh-game, 2s it is Ca'lcd among Artiſts ; 
that is, be gave ime two trays and an ace, 
and teſcrved to hnmic t two trays and a 
duce, My autag vnilt pu to ime, 1 pre- 


tended 
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tended I knew not what to do, ſhewed my 
game to the ſtranger, who till look'd 
over my ſhoulder, he jogg'd me on the 


_ elbow, I till delay'd: Come, Sir, ſaid 


my opponent, what will you do? I will 
hold you five pounds on theſe very cards 
in my hand. I received the ſecond jogg: 
Will you go my halves, Sir, ſaid I? He 
anfwered me that he would; but alas? 
we loſt, 1, could be no otherwiſe. This 
ſo animated the ſtranger, that he per- 
ſux'ied me to play again, and ſaid, he 
Would go my halves in every ſtake, 
S. metimꝭs it was ſo ordered, that I won; 
but in the end I loſt forty pounds, my 
culiy being to pay half. He would now 
give over, be'ng much perplexed, that 
he {hou'd thus loſe his maſter's money; 
b t chat he might forg=t the condition he 
was in, we cCr2pk round ſome merry 
hcalths, !uch as never fail to tickle the 
fancits or young fellows, I now thought 
it high ume to provoke him again to let 

down 
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down his milk, by ſome new trick or 
ſtratagem. 


So we fell to preaching the parſon, a 
trick on the cards, which hath deceived 
the moſt curious eye, and the waricſt of 
men, with which we gain'd from our 
young merchant, the major. part of hig 
money, Laſtly, to the intent, we might 
without any farther delays, give him an 
acquittance for the reſt, we drew out 
ſome other implements, viz. dice, fix'd 
for our purpoſe, as high-fullums, which 
ſeldom run any other chance than four, 
five, or ſix, Low fullume, which ran, 
one, two, and three, &c. By theſe 
means we ſent him home pennyleſs, and 
heartleſs, whilft we drank healths to the 
confuſion of ſorrow, and the next day 


we heard the unfortunate young man had 
hang'd himſelf, . 
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Urox the GCivifon we made of our 
plunder, we found that each man's ſhare 
amountcd to ſomewhat better than forty 
pounds; greatly rejoiced at our firſt ſuc- 
ceſs, we reſolved to return thanks in 
ſome private meeting-bouſe, where we 
might have a ſifer to aſſiſt our devotion. 
The devil, in all ſfocictics, never wants 
his factor, or one to ſolicit his buſineſs; I 
had no ſconcr intimated my deſires, but 
preſently one of my rope brokers gave 
me information of a place fat for that put = 
poſe, the like of which was no where ele 
to be found ; my friends had cach of them 
their peculiar morts to go to, ſo I went 
ſolus to explore the wonders they related 
of this new ſ{alhiou'd brothel, They ad- 


viſed me when 1 came 10 the door, to ſay 


I was dircQed thither to enquire for lodge 
ings : At fut! verily thought mytelf im- 
poſed on y theſe rogucs, or that I had 
1flaken the houſe, when J ſaw a porter 
ſtanding 
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ſtandipg at the door with a ſtaff tipt with 
ſilver. To undeceive wyielf, I confi- 
dent'y, yet civiily aſd, whether there 
was any lodgings to be let there? Yes, 
Sir, ſaid the porter, which you may view 
if you will give yourſelf the trouble to 
walk in. I had no ſooner entered the 
door, but I was met by a grave matron, 
who had much the appearance of a gen— 
tle woman; madam, ſaid I, I am inform- 
ed you have lodgings to lett; I have fo, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, and immediately aſk'd iue 
to walk into her parlour, which was ele- 
gantly furnifhed ; this I gueſs'd was only 
to take a ſtricter view of my garb and per- 

ſon, and aſk me ſome particular queſtions 
by which ſhe might judge how my pock- 
ets were lined ; being well ſatisfied, ſhe 
ſhewed me up Qairs, into a large hand- 
ſome room, hung with tapeſtry, and a- 
dorned with feyeial pictures, which I 
ſuppoſed, at that tiine, were taken from 
the moſt celebrated beaulics of the paſt 
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and preſent age. A ſervant immediately 
brought us a bottle of wine, without any 
order given, that I could perceive, a glaſs 
out of which the old gentlewoman drank 
to me, to bid me welcome. Some time 
after obſerving me to look on the pictures 
in the roam, thoſe pieces I am told, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, are not ill painted, but pray 
which do you think the moſt beautiful 
woman amongſt them? Whereupon 
pointing to one of them, I ſaid that was 
in my opinion the moſt exquiſite beauty 
. ] ever ſaw, wiſhing myſelf no greater 
happineſs, than to have, if it was poſſible, 
a view of the lady it repreſented : And 
that, ſaid ſhe, is not poſſible, if you can 
have the faith to believe your own eyes, 
and thereupon defiring me to tarry awhile, 
ſhe withdlew leaving me big with ex- 
pectation; when all on a ſudden I heard 
the ruſling of filks, and caſting my eyes 
towards the door, I bcheld entring one 
of the ſaireſt cieatures, that methought 


I had 
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bad ever ſeen in all the progreſs of my 
life, at which amazed, I could ſcarcely 
believe there was ſo much perfeQion in 
any one mortal, ſo that with profound 
reverence, I flood admiring, or rather 
adoring her perſon, *till having ſeated her- 
ſelf, ſhe 10 a familiar ſtrain required me 
to ſet down by ber: At which re- aſſum- 
ing my former flock of confidence, I 
could at length diſcourſe with her upon 
divers matters; ſhe demanded if I knew 
the cuſtom of the houſe; to which I an- 
ſwered I was altogether a ſtranger: then 
ſhe told me, | might call for what wiue 
1 pleaſed, not exceeding four bottles, and 
have ary little thing that was in ſeaton for 
ſupper, and if 1 ſtaid not all night, 
mizht have a miſtreſs to) into the bar- 
gain, all for the expence of forty ſhil- 
lings;z but if I kad a mind to lye there 
the whole night, the cuſtom was to de- 
poit ten pieces, which was to be laid un- 
der the lady's pillow I ſhould chuſe to 

R 3 cares, 
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careſs, and every time I did ſo, I was at 
liberty to take a piece back again; and 
if I could in this manner withdrew my 
whole ſtake, I ſhoul be welcome to what- 
ever I had had without expendiog one 
penny, but what I might be generouſly 
pleaſed to give among the ſervants. 1 
was ſtark mad to be at it, and ſo impa- 
tient, that J preſently told out ten pie- 
ces, and the next morning found I had 
ſcven of them again, thinking three 
pounds was never better ſpent than the 
other, While in bed with my charmer, 
I was informed what fort of company 


uſed the houſe, ſome whercof I undcr= 


food where ladies of no mean quality, 
who came tliere to ſatsfy what was im 
poſhble, their iuſatiable luſt, and there— 
fore contrived that cuſtom of depoſiting 


ten pieces, thereby to incite ſuclt as 


were confident of themſelves to exert 
Weir utmeſt abilities for the ſake of gain ; 
ard to the, intent that they might not be 

Ciicovercd 
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diſcovered by their huſbands or acquaint- 
ance, they bad peep holes, where they 
might ſee who was to cncounter with 
them, and. they were ſure they cou'd not 
be very mean p:rfors from the ſum they 
were obliged 10 depoſite ; if the gentle- 
man was unknawn, the lady would boldly 
make her appearance; if the had any 
knowledge of him, ſhe took care to con- 
ceal herfeif, Thus the ladies enjoy'd 
what they moſt defired, and ran no ha- 
zard in their reputations ; while the men 
paid dear for their pleaſures, and more 
with their brawny backs than their purſes, 


CHAP, 
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Jerewy and his two companions going on 
the pad; he is taken, and committed 
again to Newgate, &c, 


AVING left my beauteous miſ- 
treſs, my buſineſs was now to find 

out my comrades; which I did ina very 
ſhort rime, and we ſoon concluded to 
purchaſe horſes, and travel in ſcarch of 
adventures. We rode about ſou;tcen 
miles, and then baited at a place, where 
the hottler knowing me, and what deſigns 
I had been formerly engaged in, and im- 
agining Iwas ſtill ſteering the ſame courſe, 
he whiſpered me 1n the ear, that he had 
a defire to ſpeak with me; ſo taking an 
opportunity, under pretence of looking to 
my horſe, he inform'd, me that there 
were three men drinking in the houſe, 
who, the next morning, were to travel 
ſuch a road, and that they had a great 
charge 


L101] 
charge with them. I thanked him, bid- 


diog him come to my chamber at night, 
when I would diſcourſe farther with him, 
which he did accordingly, and there gave 
me an account of a!l he knew about them, 
and told me whereabouts I might be ſure 
to mect with them in a ſafe place. I made 
the rogue drink for his information, and 
promiſed him a handſome reward, if we 
met with ſucccſs. In the morning, very 
early, my companions and I called for 
our horſes, and rode to the place through 
which the three travellers were to pats, 
We ſoon diſcerned them at a diſtance, 
and by that time we mace ourſelves ready 
they were at hand; juſt at the bottom of 
a little hill we bid them ſtand; they aſk'd 
us to what intent? We tod them we 
were younger brothers, and wanted mo- 
ney, and therefore muſt borrow ſome of 
them. With that they all, in an taftant, 
drew their {words, but not unprovided 
with pocket piſtols, we fired at them, 

and 
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and they again at us: we were all equally 
matched, but the ſegond ſhot killed my 
horſe, and a fourth bereaved one of my 
coniorts of life, the third rogue ran away. 
Being in a labyrinth of perplexity, I 
thought it the beſt way to ſell my life at 
as dear a rate as I could, knowing very 
well that if | was taken I ſhould be 
hanged ; I fought with my ſword as long 
as I could ſtand upon my legs, wounding 
both them and their horſes, but at laſt 
one of them unhappily ran me through 
the ſword · hand, and thereupon [ was diſ- 
| arm'd, taken, and carried before the next 
| juſtice of peace, by whom I was com- 
mitted to ſafe cuſtody, and could not now 
expect any thing but death; but the next 
news I heard, was, that I muſt be re- 
moved to Newgate, there being other 

. things to be laid to my charge; I was 
mounted again in order to my removal, 
but very il!-hors'd, being ftraitly bound 
and pinion'd, My greateft grief when I 
came 
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eaime to London, was to beer the various 
judgments paſs upon me by the good wo- 
men, ſome crying it was great pity ſo 
handſome a young man ſhould come to 
the gallows ſo ſoon; others ſaid, I war- 
rant he well deſ-rves it, he has tyburn in 
his face. When the kecper ſaw me, he 
leaped for joy, O! Sir, ſaid he, are you 
come again? We will take care that you 
ſhall not be any more anvoyed by the 
offenſive ſmells of the vault; ſo without 
more ceremony, laid as much iron on me 
as there is in a ſinith's ſhop, and coifin'd 
me cloſe priſoner to the dungeon. 


Peing in this terreftrial hell, where 
daikne!s and deſpair ſurrounded me, my 
conic iel ce ſtarted out of lier dead ſlcep, 
and preiently demanced of me a ſevere ac- 
count of what ] had Cone, My guilt was 
ſuch 1 had not a word to ſpeak for my- 
ſell, but wiſhed it were poſſible to be di- 

veſted of my humanity, and that my foul 
| might 
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might die with my body, the thoughts of 
the eternal torments that that was likely 
to endure, almeſt diſtracted me. Already 
I thought I heard the howling and ſhrieks 
of the damned, and all hell was opened 
to my view, The boundleſs lakes of 
ever-burning brimſtone, and the tortures 
prepared for thoſe, who cannot, for a few 
minutes, as this life may be called, when 
compared with eternity, refrain from of- 
fending the ſupreme bring, who is willing 
to make us happy hcre and hereafter, if 


we obcy his will, wich is certainly the 
beſt guide to our actions. Reflecting 
next on the infinite mercy of the Al- 
mighty, and his proniic to thoſe who 
ſincerely repent, | began a little to ap- 
peaſe my covicience by alturiag wylelf I 
was \ufficicntly convinced of my errors, 
and taki'g a fic relolution, to lead a 
new iife, it 1 ſhould have the p0ud for- 


tune once more to eſcape tiom the 


wretched place 1 was in; but alas! there 
were 


— 
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were little hopes of that, for the ſeſſions 
coming on, I was brought to the Old- 
Bailey, try'd, and condemned to be 
hang'd: Therefore returned after ſen- 
tence to the place from whence I came 
with a ſad and dejected heart, I could 
not now give any proofs of my repen- 
tance by leading a new life, as I had pro- 
miſed, becauſe I had no time to live, but 
in my few remaining hours, as I thought 

they would be, that I might ſomewhat re- 
pair the injury I had done my country- 
men, I wrote a full diſcovery of all the 
practices of highwaymen, their manner 
of robbing; and gave iaſtructions how 


travellers might beſt ſecure themſelves, 
and avoid them, 


I was now viſited by a very worthy 
divine, who laid before me the danger I 
was in, without the interpoſition of an 
extraordinary mercy everlattng!s to pe- 
iſh: And having made me abundentiy 

Vor. II. by ſenſible 
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ſenſible of my deploralle late, which he 
perceived by the rivers of tears that flowed 
from my eyes, and the deep fighs that 
ſcem to rend ard break my floney hexrt 
aſunder, he began to enquire into the 
actions of my lite, ard was amazed upon 
the recital, that one man could claim a 
ſhare in ſo many villianics 3 however, 


before he left me, he gave me ſuch cor- 


dial advice as wrought wonderful effe ꝗs 
upon me, ard brought me into ſuch a 
ſtate of contrition, thar from faturday 
night, when he left me, "till monday 


morning, the time appointed for my cx2- 
cution, | neither eat ror ſlept, pending 


the whole time 1a fervent prayers, aud 


impor ing mercy en my ſoul, On ſunday 


I heard my funeral ſermon, and at mid- 
night my paſſing bell, every tele of which 
methought carried my foul one degree 
higher, well hoping, by the calmneſs of 


my mind, that my unfeign'd ſorrow 
would prevail with the God of all mer- 
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dier to have compaſſion on me. Whilſt 
] was every minute expecting to have no- 
tice that the cart was ready to receive 
me, a frienq, wlio had not vifited me 
during my imprifonmnent, brought me 
word that I was reprieved, and that the 
king, at the interceſſion of ond of the 
gentlemen I had ſet upon, was moit gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to change my ſentence of 
death, into that of banilhment for ſeven 
years, It was ſometime before I cob 
be prevailed pon to belicye it, and when 
I was aſſured it was true, I was quite in- 
diſterent, being, as I thought, fully pre- 
pared to die, and not Coubting but that I 
had made my peace with heat en. 
1 


Tux reprieve I had juſt obtained, I 
afterwards found was much owing to the 
favour of a perſon of quality, wo ſpoke' 
in my behalf, for a reaſon, which if the 
king had not been the moſt gracivus prince 
upon earth, and both himſelf and the 

L 2 noble 
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noble duke, who ſtood my friend, the 
greateſt lovers of wit and humour, would 
but have haſtened my exccution : For in 
ſhort I had robb'd the nobleman, wha 
was his grace the duke of Buekingham, 
aud made his majeſty himſelf confederate 
with me. The manner was this, 


I and one of my comrades went one 
day to Whitchall, dreſſed in very rich 
ſuits, and coming into the preſence, we 
ſound his majeſty and the duke of Buck 
ingham playing at picquet, a great many 
noblemen and gentlemen ſtand round 
them: I got cloſe to the duke's elbow, 
and, kr.ewing ſomething of the game, 
every now and then put ina word, which 
I found not diſagreeable to his grace, and 
as I was dreſſed as well as any nobleman 
there, altho' he knew me not, he would 
frequently ſpeak to me and fhew me his 
cards, this, without doubt, made the 
king hunſelf, and any body elſe that ob 
fer ved- 


E 


ſerved us, imagine we were intimately 
acquainted, i; 0 WOW 1 


THe duke had an extreme handſome 
purſe, with about an hundred pieces in 
it, laying on his right hand, out of which 


he took the £2514 to ſet up his game, or 


pay his majeſty whea helett. This purle 
was a ſtrong temptation to me, and J was 


# 
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not at the expenrce of coming to court 
merely to ſatis y cutotity, but to follow 
my vocation a ſo; aud ira a thought 
came into my hend no I might make 
myſeif maſter of this berwitching purle, 
I watched my opportunity ul, it was his 
majeſty's turn to Ui, Wen che duke 
turaing aſide to his leit hand to ſpeak to 
ſome gentlemen there, I too up the purſe 
that was at his figat, making a ſig , at 
the ſame time 19 he King, as it did it 
only to ſurprize him. His majeuy re- 
turned the L190, 28 woll pleaſed win thy 
joke. Upon which I clapp'd the purie in 
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ug, told me what pa 
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my pocket, and then made another fign 
that I would ſtep behind ſome of the 
company to hide myfeif, The king 
could not forbear ſmiling; but when I 
got from the table I marched clear off, 
as faſt as I could, 


; My fiiend, as he had not the ſame 
reaſon for decamping, ſtay'd ſome time 
aiter me, and when we met the ſame 
niglit, at our uſual place of rendezvous, 

fied about the purſe, 
when 1 was gone, 


THE noble duke having play'd his 
hand out, began to look for his gold to 
ict vp the game, but not finding it up- 
on the table, looked under it, then in 
his pockets, now on one fide, then on 
the other; at laſt looking at the king, did 
your uv ajeſty ſee my purſe, ſaid he? You 
don't imagine I have your purſe, reply'd 
the king, I hope, At length the duke 

growing 
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growing very wreaſy,; and the king, who 
had too much good- nature to let him ge- 
main long in that condition if he conld 
help it, told him, his frieud had taken it 
in jeſt ; Nay, ſaid his grace, if he has ta · 
ken it at all it muſt be in earneſt, for! 
never ſaw him in wy life belore, 


Tuts witty duke, it is very well 
known, had not the greateſt paſſion for 
money, ſo notw'!thianiiag his loſs, he 
joined heartily in laughing at the impu- 
dence of the fellow who took it, and who, 
2s he was pleaſed to compliment me, he 
ſaid, had ſuch an addrefs and appearance, 
that it was pity I ſhould not have a better 
employ ment than that. of picking pockets 
But how extremely generous was it,” not 
only to forgive my robbing him, but af- 
terwards to inttreede for my pardon, not 
as he ſaid, to encourage ine for my 
thefts, but that as he -was in hopes I 
ſhould make a proper uſe of his majefty's 

goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, and exert the talents I was 
maſter of, in lone way that might make 

ainencs for wy past cigars . 
W'iru a very grateful heart for this 
nobleman's goodiucls ia aſking, and for 
my gracious {gverelign in granting me, 
my lite, tho' on the hard conditions of 
immediately baniſhing myſelf out of the 
kingdom for ſeven years, I went on board 
a ſhip, and ſet ſail from the dewns in the 
month of Auguſt, 1670. but we were 
ſcarce out of fight oi land, before a hor- 
rid dark neſs o'ciipread the heavens, and 
thick clouds began to muſter like armies 
for battle, the wines inſtantly giew into 
a ſtorm, and the ſca into mountains of 
waves, Whillt we recled from fide to fide, 
and all hands were too ſew to keep the 
{hip in order, and altho' we pumped, in- 
ceiiantly, the waters prevailed in our 
hoid, and every man, in whoſe face ap- 
peared the vithble apprehenſions of death, 
began 
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Began to cry for mercy, eſpecially when 
they were inforined that a leak was ſprung 


in the ſhip, that it was impoſſible to 
ſtops 


T naw began to think myſelf the Jo- 
ah in the ſhip, and that this puniſhment 
taypened to the reſt for my fins, Every 
man endeavouring to ſhift for himſelf, 
not to be bchind hand, I leaped off the 
deck, thinking to have reach'd the boat 
that was flung out, but came ſhort; yet 
being a good ſwimmer, I got at laſt into 
It, but not without much difficulty, and 
was no ſooner in, but another leap'd upon 
me, and then another, till the boat was 
as full as ever it could bear, when we 
were forced, for ſelt-preſervation, to put 
off, and leave a great number bchind us, 
and committed ourſelves to the mercy of 

the ſea, which play'd with us like a tennis 
ball, tcfſiog our boat from one wave to 
another, iometimes mounting vp. as if 
| would 
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would waſh us in the clouds, then fink. 
down again as if jt would bury us in the 
ſands, I very much fcarcd the old pro- 
verb was inverted, and that, not born to 
be hanged, I ſhould certainly be drown'd; 
but;when we all thought ourſelves in the 
very jaws of death, and were without 
ary manner of hope, th wind tacked 
about, and brought back a ſhip that had 
over-run. us: This was unqueſtionably 
digitus dei, The ſhip made towards us, 
and we as much as was in our power to- 
wards her; but the wind blewghard, and 
the inſulting ſea, that has ng pity, roſe 
high upon us, ſc that we were forced to 
lade the water out of the boat with our 
hats. It was my chance to fit on the 
weather flde; fain would I have ex- 
changed my place, but ſuch compliments 
are uſcleſs in a ſtorm, and had I been a 
much better man, nobody would have 
roſe to have given me his place. 
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Wu now began to deſpair again, for, 
with all our endeavours we could not 
reach the ſhip, nor ſhe us, althoygh ſhe 
hung on- the Ice to retard her courſe, 
Thus our pregnant hopes brought forth 
nothing but wird and water, for the ſhip 
rode on furiouſly bcfore the wind, and 
we came after in purſuit of her, as lowly 
as if a hedge hog had been running 
againſt a race · hoi ſe: ſo that we who were 
juſt before flattered With great aſſurance 
of ſafcty, "Were now confounded with the 
certainty of periſhing, In my opinion, 
it is better to have ho hopes at all, then 
be dilappoĩated in then em, and the puniſh- 

ent ot Tantalvs | is doubted by touching 
what he cannot taſte, That martiner who 
ſceing a fatal nec ſſity for it, is contented 
to die in a tenpe cit, wou!d be exccedipgly 
troubled to periſh in a haven., In this 
very Comtition we were, bavibg a ſhip 
near us, but could not board her ſor firets 
ot weather, 10 chat ruin attended us, 


though 
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though all the while we look'd ſafety in 
the faco, Now did it grow dark, where. 
by we could not ſee which way to row, 
though this was an evil in its own nature, 
yet accidentally it became our benefit, 
for not ſeeing our danger we underſtood 
it not, but redoubling our ſtrength, we 
broke through the waves, and by the aſ- 
fiſtance of a light which was in the ſhip, 
we directed our comſe truly, and now 
did we find we were very near her. As 
ſoon as we touched her on the lee-fide, 
the ſeamen, with the reſt in the boat, be- 
ing more dexterous 1a the art of climbing 
than myſelf, never regarding their ex- 
i'd priſoner, whom they ought to have 
taken charge of, got all up into the ſhip 
in a moment, leaving me alone in the 
boat. By good hap they th ew me out a 
rope, which once had like ro deprive me 
of my life, but was now the preſerviog of 
it, which I held faſt to kcep the boat from 
going off, and myſelf from finking with 

it, 
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it, for it was half full of water, and the 
waves daſh'd it ſo violently againſt the 
ſhip fide, that every ſtroke brought me 
down, and I was like to be drown'd in the 
boat, It was enough to vex any man to 
be in ſuch a condition, and was like that 
of having ſwam ſafely over a large tiver, 
and then being drown'd in a bowl-diſh. 
But at laſt I got on board, and being onee 
more ſecure within the ſtrong. wooden 
walls, my fears and cares vaniſhed, for 
as I had nothing but life to loſe, and that 
being ſaved, I thought I ougat to bleſs 
God, rather than repine as others did, 
who made great lamentations for what 
had periſhed in the ſea, which in my opi- 
nion was as ungiateful as it would have 
been for a man, who was raiſed from the 
dead, to complain that his winding- ſheet 
had received tome damage in the grave. 


THe ſhip, into which we were now 
get, was bound for the Canaries, the 
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wind blowing very fair ſor that coaſt. 
The ſecond night after our deliverance, 
about ten clock, having ſet our watch, 
we laid ourſelves down to reſt, with the 


thoughts of much ſafety and ſecurity; 


but it was otherwiſe decreed, for about 
one o'clock, we were forced to uſe all 
hands aloft, a moſt terrible ſtorm begin- 
ning to ariſe, and the wind blew ſo fy- 
Tiouſly, that beforę morning we loſt our 
bow ſprit and mien; we durſt not bear 
the leaſt ſail, but let the ſhip drive whee 
ther the wind and waves pleaſed, and be- 
fore the next night we could not enc ure 
our remaining maſts ſtanding, but were 
neceſſitated to cut them from the board, 
Thus we were tumbled up and down for 
four days and as many nights, contending 
with the waves in a pitch'd battle, not 
knowing where we were, ul our ſhip 
ſtruck ſo violently againſt a rock, that the 
hoirid noile thercof would have even 


made a dead man flartle ; to which add 
tke 
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the hideous crics of the ſeamen, beariag 
a part wth the whiſtling winds, and 
roaring ſea, a'] which together ſeemed to 
me to be the trueſt repreſcntation of the 
day of Judgment. The ſhip ſtuck fo long 
between two rocks, that we had all time 
enough to leap out, the only means left 
us for ſafety, 


Ar day-break we found ourſ-lves but 
at a little diſtance from the ſhore, anl 
the ſca ebbing, left the ſands almoſt dre, 
ſo getting firm footing, we adventuicd 
over them, ard wandering about, at lat 
came to a ſinall houſe, the maſter where- 
of was ſtanding at the door, we adirefſcd 
ourſelves to him in Engliſh, but he an- 
ſwered in Spaniſh, a language none of us 
underſtood ; whereupon, with as much 
Latin as I could muſter up, I made him 
acquainted with our misfortunes ; which 
net only made him pity us, but drew 
tears from his eyes, promiſing to ſupply 
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us with the beſt entertainment he had, 
which conſiſted for the moſt part of Ola 
de Podrida, being abundance of herbs 
minced and boil'd together, with a ſmall 
quantity of meat, ſerved in the ſame kind ; 
yet we, at that time, thought it luxuri- 
ous cating, and expreſſed a great many 
thanks, eſpecially when he brought us 
a flaſk of wine, which refreſhed our 
weary and weather-beaten ſpirits, When 
we had continued here a day and a night, 
we deſired to take our leaves, that we 


| might paſs to the next port, there, if poſ- 


ſible, to find a paſſage for England: But 
I, who feared to be hanged if taken, 
upon my former ſentence, for returnir g 
before the expiration of my bmited tune, 
was not fo forward as the reſt, which un- 
willingneſs he perceiving, and being ta- 
ken with my converſation, he told me, 
if I would be content to ſtay with him, 
he would provide me a place in a ſhip un- 
der him to ſail to the Eaſt-Indies: And 
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now all the world being my home but 
England I cared not much whither I 
went, and being greatly deſirous to ſee a 
a country of which I] had heard ſo much, 
] told him, I ſhouſd be ungrateful ſhould 
I refuſe his kind offer, and therefore I 
was at his ſervice to be ruled by him, 
I had'not long ſtayed at his houſe, but 
word was brought him, that the ſhip was 
ready, having received on board her full 
cargo; fo that paſſing over land to Lit- 
bon, the port where {he lay, we went on 
board, and the next day ſct tail, wea- 
thering in a ſhort time a great ſtorm, 
which made me julj ed, that the fea was 
unwilling to bear a perſon fo notoriouſly 
wicked as myſelf, though the proveib 
runs contrary, viz, The lea and the gal- 
lows refuſe. none. Being again at ſea, I 
took heart, yet the ſtorm no ſooner 
ceaſed, but we d.ſcovered three veiſels, 
which proved to be turkilh men of war, 
we no ſoo..cr ſpy'd their Frey, but they 
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chaſed us, and brought us up, we being 
deep laden, and they light and nimble; 
however, we fought them three hours 
with great courage ; but finding our ſhip 
miſerably rent, and a great many men 
killed and diſabled, we thought it time 
to ſurrender, and indeed had we! celay'd 


it, they would have boarded us, fon there 


remained not ten able men to defend the; 
ſhip. Being in the power of the infidels, 
they clapped us under the hatches,” and 
ſuflered us to ſee no light, 'till ve landed 
at Algiers, and there having lain in a. 
cark znd noiſome place, with irons on 
cur legs ard hands, *w!l the day of ſale 
tor ſlaves, we Were, with guards to keep 
us from ſtarting, led into the markets” 
place, where after one had ſelt my hmbss, 
that they were well jointed, as alſo ſeen 
my mouth, to ſee if 1 had good (grindene, 


I. was bought by a jew, who carried me 


Icme, and ſet me a grinding in a hand- 
mill, fecding me with hard biſkit, and: 
: no 
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ndw and then rice pottage, water being 
for the moſt part my drink, vet if I per- 
form'd not my taſk, my cruel taſx-maſter 
would not fai! to remember my bach ſice, 
with a twiſted whalebore till the blood 
had trickled from my ſhoulders. And 
now: having no hopes of releaſe from this 
bondage, my bed being only ſtraw or a 
hard mat, I began to repent that I had 
aecepted my reprieve, and wiſhed that I 
had died by the hand of the executioner, 
where my pain would have been ſhort,” 
rather than to have come inte this in- 
tolerable flavery, of Which I could ex- 
pect no end but death; which made me 
plot for my eſcape, but finding it im- 
poſſible, ſeeing I had eyes continually up- 
on me, ani underſtanding that: the coaſt 
was watched, and myſelf every night” 
locked up cloſe priſoner, however, knows ! 
ing my tytant to be very covetous, and 
if he could have made as much of me: 
dead, as living, he had not cared / how / 
| ſoon 
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ſoon T would have hanged myſelf, or cut 
my throat, or perhaps he would have 
done it ſor me, I pretended, as indeed 
how could I do otherwiſe, much diſ- 
content, looking often very wildly, pro- 
teſting I would rather die 'a thouſand 
deaths, than ſerye ſo cruel a mafter; and 
one day aſter offering to cut my throat, 
when I knew I was watch'd, my jailor 
had notice of it, and adviſed to ſell me 
ſpeedily, or I would certainly make away 
with myſelf, who therenpon ſold me to 
a Greck, and he being inwardly a Chriſ- 
tian, though in that barbarous place, he 
durſt not publickly profeſs his religion ; 
I quickly found niy condition altered, 
for I was now treated with much mild- 
neſs, which made my work eaſy tone; 
with him 1 lived till I found an oppor- 
tunity to make my eſcape in diſguiſe to 
ſome Portugueſe ſhips, that lay in the 
road and came to redeem ſlaves, with 
theſe I got ſafe into Portugal ; but being 

* deftitute 
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deſtitute of money there, and friends, 
Jentered myſelf on board an Eaſt-India 
man, in which we ſailed with ſo proſper- 
ous a gale, that in a very ſhort time we 
arrived in view, of the fort of Diu, but 
ſecing ſeveral veſſels laying before that 
fort, firing againſt it in an hoſtile man- 
ner, we ſhaped our courſe to Goa, where 
we arrived in ſafety, From thence we 
ſailed to the river Lugor ; juſt as we were 
entering its mouth, we ſaw ea great junk 
coming upon us, which perceiving us to 
be few- in number, and our veſicl but 
{mall, fell cloſe with our prow on the lar- 
beard-ſide, and then thoſe who were in 
her, threw into us great! cramp- irons, 
ſixed to two long chains, wherewith they 
grappled us faſt to them; which they had 
no ſooner done, but incontinently about 
ſeyenty or eighty Mahometans ſtarted out 
from under the hatches, who, ?till then, 
had laid lurking there, and pouring out 
their ſmall ſhot upon us, clapp'd us 

aboard 
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aboard in an inſtant. Thoſe who knew 
what it was to bc ſlaves to the mercileſs 
Turks, leap'd into the ſea, whereof I 
was one, We were not far from land, 
ſo that it was not long before myſelf, and 
five or ſix more, who to eſcape the dan- 
ger of our encmies, had thrown ours» 
ſelves into the ſea, and afterwards waided 
up to our waiſts in mud, got ſafe to ſhore, 
and hid ourſelves in a wood that was near; 
there was ſcarce one of us but had re- 
ceived ſome hurt, and being now without 


ary help, we could not forbear unman= 


ning ourſelyes ſo far as to weep and be- 
moan our hard fates, In this deſolute 
place we ſpent the remaining diſmal part 
of the day; but conſidering, that the 
place was moor iſnh, and full of venemous 
creatures, we betook ourſelyes ty the 
Owze, flanding therein up to the middle. 
In the morning, by day -break, we went 
along the river fide, till we came to a 
little channel, which we dared not crols 
ROT 


$20 3 


not knowing its depth, and for ſear of the 


lizards, plenty of which we ſaw therein, 
ſo that we wandered about till we were ſo 
wearied, and hungry, that we were not 
able to go one ſtep farther. 


Taz next morning awaking, four of 
cur company lay dead, ſo there was valy 
cne 1emaining to bear me company, I 
now again thought my conditioa worſe 
than if I had been hung at tyburn, ſur- 
rounded by a fulljury of fellow ſufferers : 
My companion and I with tears, ſang 
the dirges of our departed friends, ex- 
pe ding hourly our own diſſolution, Their 
bodies we cevered with a little earth as 
well as we could, for we were then ſo 
feeble that we could ſcarce ftir or ſpeak. 
In this place we reſted ourſc!ycs, in'end- 


ing to bear our friends company in their 


eternal icfſt. About four hours after this 


our reſolution, near ſun-ſet, we eipicd 
a bark 
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a bark rowing vp the river, coming near 
us, we hailed her, and proftrating our- 
ſelves on the ground, beſeeched thoſe 


who were in her, to receive us on board, 


Amazed to ſee us'in that poſture, on our 
benced knces, and hands lifted up to 
heaven, they ſtopped, 


Our cries obtained fo much pity from 
them, that they took us in, and carried 
us with them to Lugor, where about 
noon the next day we landed. The peo- 
ple in this plece are as black as the devi, 
whom they ſuiperſftitiouſly worſhip, in 
the form of a bloody dragon, They have 
many idols among them, which thcy 
hold in great cftcem, as a rain-goat, a 
bat, an owl, a ſnake, and dog, to whom 
they ceremoniouily bow ard knee), grove- 
ling upon the carth, and tarowing duſt on 
their faces; they otter rice, roots, herbs» 
and the like, which are deyourcd by old 

| i women, 
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women, of whom they have the ſame 
notion that we have of thoſe, whom ig- 
norant people ſuppoſe witches, and there- 
fore ſtand in great awe of them, At the 
firſt appearing of the new moon, it is: 
common for the women to turn up there 
bare bums to her, which is done in a con- 
remptuous manner, becauſe they ſuppoſe 
her the cauſe of ſomething which they 
think a misfortune to tem monthly, 
Dogs are of ſo great value with them, 
that whilſt I was thee, I have ſcen ix 
ſlaves exchanged for an European cur. I 


obſerved many mcre of their cuſtoms and 
manners than 1 thall here relare, for be— 
ing ſo prepoſt: rcus and fo very «fterent 
from thoſe of our own countiiy, I very 
much doubt, whether my account of 
them would gain any bulet, 


Tur ſhip that brought us hither was 
row ie. dy to ict fail. Bewg bound to 
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Gon, the watice of her was a Portugucze, 
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who underiood Latin and French very 
well, between one language and the other, 
Let him know, that my comrade and [ 
deſired he would accept of our ſervice, 
which he condeſ.ended to do with much 
willingne's. At Goa we ftay*d not long; 
being on a trading voyage, touched at 
ſ:yeral places, at laſt we came into Smaily 
Road, where I found ſome Engliſh ſhips, 
ard being by this time, very deſirous to 
e my native country, I prevailed upon 
my Portugueſe cap'ain in lieu of the 
wages that were due to me, to diſmiſs 
me; and thereupon, wich much jv, I 
entered my ſelf on board an Enplith up, 
being quite tranſported with thus un*x- 
petledly falling into the company of my 
country men, and they hearing me relate 
my mary misfortunes fince I firit put to 
ſea, could not but take great con piflion 
on me. And now I tudied nothing more 
than to be an abſolute ſeri), an! he 
beuter to fainiliarize them ty me, | nie 
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dertcok the molt laborious parts of the 
ſallon's employment. 


ArrER ſome time poirg on ſhore at 
Bantam, then an Fogliih fagory, I was 
very curious to pry'in the ways of trade, 
and obſerved that our merchants tock 
what goods they p'caſed, without making 


any immediate ſatisfaction, it being ſuf- | 


ficient that they belonged to ſuch a ſhip, 
and were to pay for what they had bought 
before the ſhip failed, One day I met 
with a Bannyan, whom TI obſerved to 
have a box full of precious ſtones of 
conſiderable value. I could not ſleep for 
thinking which way I ſhould make my- 
{cit a partner with bun, At laſt I ham- 
mered out this invention, _ 


* 

L cloathed myſelf in India ſilk aecord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the country ; and 
having ſo done, I diſcoloured my face, 
and clapt a patch upcn ors of my eyes. 
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In this diſguiſe as a merchant J attended 


the Bannyan, who preſently laid open his 
treaſure to my view. I was not long in 
chuſing what I thought would be moit to 
my advantage, and demanding the price, 
we agrced he ſhould have cither ſo miny 
pieces of Erg'iſh gold within two days, 
or Elſe take his choice of what commodi- 
tics I had on board. We made a ſhift to 
underſtand each others broken expreſſions, 
and he, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of my 


| treachery, delivered the jewels into my 


hands. 


TAE Nd off my diſguiſe, I went im- 
mediately on board, and hid what I had 
cheated the Bannyan of, as l might ea- 
ſily do, the bundle being very ſwall, in 
the hold of the ſhip, reſolving not to go 
an ſhore yet awhile. The day of pay- 
ment being come, and the Bannyan no 
where finding me on land, came on board 
our ſhip, where made his er rand known 
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to our coptain, that a merchant beſong- 
ing to his ſhip, had bought commodities 
of him, and promiſed to pay him on that 
day. The captain reply'd, that he ye» 
rily believed he was miſtaken, knowing 
what goods the merchants properly be- 
longing to the ſhip, had bought, and 
therefore told kim he muſt make enquiry 
elſewhere for ſaii-faftioa, The Bannyen 
fill pertifted, alledging he was not miſ- 
taken, and that he was confident, if he 
might have a f,.ht of all the men, he 
could ſiagle our the perſon he wanted, 
from all the reſt. 1 had been ſo wary 
that IL had acquiinted no one ſoul with my 
project, for had I committed the ſecret to 
any, thu? ever fo dear a friend, it had 
been no longer mine. 


Tur captain ordered us all to be call'd 
vbon deck. Which was done ſpeechly. 
Th: Pauryan went round the whole 
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company, viewing every man patticularly 
and very heedfully. At laſt he carne ta 
me, ardthere made a ſtand, which had 
like to have made my heart to ſtart out 
of my breaſt, he lock'd upon me on this 


file, and on the other fide, and, to ſay 


truly on every ſide, and having tkorough- 
ly eyed me, he ran to our capt in, Hy- 
ing, That ſhould be the man, pogiting 
to me, but that he is a white man, and 
hath two ſces, (id eft) two cyes; wheres 
upon I was ſtrictly examined; but for all 
Lis lifting me, I would not let drop ary 
th ing ef a confeſſion that ſhould convict 
me, but lifting vp hands and eyes to hea- 
ven, ] witerly denied that 1 ever ſaw him, 
or ever had any derlings with him, I 
Lad now forgot what promiſes and vows J 
made to kcaven, when in Newgate, and 
lei. tene ed to be hanged at tyburn, what a 
fer1cus, pious, and honeſt life I weuld 
lead if I eſcaped that eminent Canger, 

che 
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the concerns of this life, and that to come 
were then in. But as the port ſays: 
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Naturam expelias Furca, licet, uſyue re 
curiet, 


In ſhort, the Bagnymans ſince he 
could not ſay politively, that I was the 
man, was diſmiſt, not without a ſo'cwmn 
vow that he would be revenred on us a} 
in central. | ' 


Tux next day a great many of our 
men went on {hyve, and going into 
:hina Row, a ſticet ſo called in Bantar,, 
to drink punch and tica, a great crew of 
Indians and Chinctc headed by this Fan- 
nyar, feil upon them, kihbog whom they 
cou'd, not d'recting iir revenge upoa 
any particular perton, Which they call 
running-a muck's {o Lot and fharp was 
this conflict, hat mary were k.ifed on 
beth ſides, but inore wounded. This xc» 
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E1:1ent ablarmi'd 1 e Wale LOWN, Hua + More 
e pe | 1o1,nt7{f:.THere Tel ct, but 
at lait, with much ado, the uf roar Wag 
quicied 3 it was my good fortune that 1 
Was not 8 cn, otherwite 1 
might hive been made a ſacrifice amoi g 
The r of my fellows, but J was fores 
wern'd, haviig been pre-infori'd, that 
ſuch bro.'s arc uſual upon tuch occaſions, 
Wheicfore I kept myiclf out of hat's 
way for that time, But not long after, 
thinking their malice wis blown over I 
wert on ſhore, and walking with other's 
of our bcat's crew, in the faine row, 
where moſt of our men were uſcd to re- 

ſort, becauſe of the liquor that was there 

to be had, and fomett:res a girl to boot; 
a fellow came to me with this Ban! van 

1 cheated, and both uf them witu cicalcs, 
a kind of dayoer, of abut a foot aud a 

half long, woild have ſtabb'd me, had 

nor wy ends prevented them, by un- 

ing up their hce!:, aud ailcrwa.ds, win 

their 


E 


their own creaſes, ſtabb'd them to the 
heart. Aſter this we could walk very 


quiet, going any where Without any 
danger. 


BetnG very hot there, our uſual paſ- 
time was to go up a little river joining to 
the town, four or five miles, to waſh 
ourſelves; the trees ſo coyercd it over 
like an arbor, that the heams of the ſun 
could not penetrate it, by which incans 
it was fine and coo!, which very much re- 
freſhed our parched bodies. I never 
came aſhore but 1 drank very unmoderate- 
ly of punch, rack, tca, .&c, which was 
brought up in great Cnrina jugs, holding 
at leaſt two quaits 5 with every ſuch jug, 
there was brought in a qiſh of ſweet» 
meats, not of one ſort, but variety, and 
excellent good, for Which we paid a ſhil- 
Long Ergliſh 5 and if you call'd for ano- 
ther jug, we paid no more, unleſs a diſh 
uſher'd it in. : 

Ou? 
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who kept it, for thenzh ſhe was black, 
or rather tawny, yet ſhe was well fea- 
tured and weil ſ1n'fd, having long bleck 
hair, when fhe unticd the t eſſes, hangs 
ing down to her legs, the from the firſt 
fh wee me as much kin !uelſs as could be 
expected among ſuch barbarians: And J 
could diſcern her incl nations, in the farce 
manner as a man may front beaſts, when 
they ate prone 10 generation; but yet it 
It went aga'nſit my Ro mach at fiſt to 
yield to her motions, However ſhe con- 
tinucd her love to me, not letting me pay 
for any thing I call'd for, and when there 
was no neceſſity of being aboard, ſhe 
would, in a manner, force me to lie in 
her houſe, which, as thoſe houſes com- 
monly are built, nad but one ſtory, Gold 
and jewels he had in great plenty, ard 
much rich houſhold {tuf, after the Indian 
fa.hion. In ccnfileration of this, I per- 


ſuaded 
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ſuaded my. If to try if Icould marry her, 
tho' at firſt I could hardly kiſs her with- 
out being i1cady to diſgorge, but accuſ- 
tomirg myſelf to her company, me— 
thought I began to delight in it. Thus 
many, nay moſt, for money, ſtick not 
to give themſclycs to the devil, | 


Hav:xo one night, hy ing in this wo- 
man's houſe, feri1fly confidered of my 
reſolution, and king it indifferent well, 
i fell aſlecp, but wondefed when I a» 
wake to ſce a thing lie by me, all black, 
as if ſhe had i ad a mourning ſmeck on, 
It ſeems ſhe could hold out no longer. 
I would have left her, but ſhe held me 
faſt in her aims, I afſk'd her what ſhe 
meant, fhe told me, in her broken Eng- 
liſh, ſhe would money me, marry me, 
ſhe meant: Ay, incngy me, ſaid J, to 
m\(clt, I like well enorgh, but without 
the money, the devil might have mar- 
tied her for me. I began to make con- 

ditions 
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ditioss With her, but there was nothing 1 
could aſk that ſhe was not ready to grant, 
So blinded by intereſt, away I went to 
my captain, and inform'd him of my de- 
ſign, deſi ing his conſent to mary this 
Indian, which, on the account of its be- 
ing ſo much to my advautage, he readily 
granted me; and my ,!ovely ſpouſe re- 
nouncing paganiſ.n, we were joined in ho- 
ly matrimony, by au Englith pricft, 


WHAT money was got by my wife's 
trade, I laid out in ſuch commaoidlitics as 
the country afford d, Callico's, Pepper, 
Indico, Gicen Ginger, &c, and fo'd 
them im ncd:+tely to thy jhips lyi gm the 
harbour, doul!i' g what | ail out, fo that 
in a ſhor: time, | fouac 4, Hock inercale 
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eondeſcending to be my vaſſals, yet 
though I enjoyed the prerogative of a 
huſband, yet I did not lord it too much, 
which won ſo far upon my wife's af- 
fections, and thoſe that were concern'd 
with her, that as ſoon as 1 defired any 
thing, it was iwmedviately perſorm'd, 
with much alacrity and expedition. I 
fancy'd my life to be now as happy as the 
world could make it, having plenty of 
every thing, and not controuled by the 
foolifh ſelf-will of an obſtinate woman, 
I confefs it was at firſt a great regret to 
my ſpirits, to lie by a woman of ſo dif- 
fercat a complexion from my own, but 
cuſtom ſoon made it as ealy to me, as per- 
haps 1n about a fortnight I might have 
been with the greateſt beauty in Europe, 


BzinG now ſettled once more with a 
wife, though a dark one, 1 was much re- 
ſpected by natives aud ſtyaugers, the beſt 
of both forts frequenting my houle ; 

Nor. H, 0 within 
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within a few months after my marriage, 
ſeveral Engliſh ſhips arrived in our port, 
richly laden, againſt whoſe coming, I 
had provided all forts of liquors and pro- 
viſions that the country afforded, and ag 
it happened, the captain, and four more 
of one of the ſhips, took lodgings near 
my houſe, by which means I had their 
company every day; and they feemed 
very well pleaſed, not only with my en- 
tertainment, but my converſation. 


Two of theſe were ſo very handſome, 
that I could not but ſuſpect they were not 
what they would appear to be, and by ſe- 
veral paſſages I obſerved, I could not but 
conclude that they were women in Cif- 
guiſe, and reſolved, if pofſible, to diſ- 
covei the truth of what I ſuſpected. 80 
happening to be one day with one cf the 
company, I made fir ng profeſſion of 
friendihip o him, and, drinking him up 
to a couliucrabic p'tch, I made him pro- 
miſe 
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miſe to anſwer me one queſtion ſincerely 
and truly, but when I mentioned what it 
was, he ſtocd for ſome time ſilent. What 
I defired, was to be informed of the ſey, 
and what thoſe two young perſons really 
were, who were called George and Will. 
My friend, though very free, and un- 
reſerved in every thing elſe, ſaid, there 
was nothing I could have aſk'd of bun, 


that he would not more willingly bave 


gratify'd me in, however, fince his pro- 
miſe was paſt, if | would be ſecret, aud 
not diſcloſe what he ſhould tell me with « 
out his conſent, he ſaid, he would ſuily 
ſatisfy me ; which with ſome proteſtations 
J promiſing, he told me, they were wo- 
men, who for love of the captain and 
ſupercargo, had undertaken to travel thus 
far, and that they lay together every 
night. 


Tis new acquaintance and I, grow- 
ing very intimate, he would needs know 
88 ſoing 
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ſome of my adventures, and what brought 
me to that part of the world; whereupon 
relating to him ſome of the paſt actions 
of my life, he ſtood amazed at the great 
variety of fortunes I had paſſed through; 
and not to be behind-hand with me, at 


my requeſt, gave me the hiftory of his 
own life, 


CHAP, 
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JzREMY contracts a fricgdſhip with a 
perſon who comes from England, and 
gives the following account of him- 


ſelf. 


WAS born in Golden Lane, a place 

ſituate in the luburbs of London, my 
tather's name was Iſaac, and, by reaſon 
of his {mall ftature, was commonly called 
little Iſaac, being a native of the ſane 
place, and by profeiion a cobler; hies 
wiſe, my mothen, was named Urſula, 
ſhe was, in the beginning of her days, 
one of thoſe ſort of people that we call 
gypſies, or canting beggars; and my fa- 
ther travelling into the country, aud 
wanting mor ey to pay for a bed at night, 
he was forced to take vp his lodging in a 
barn, where he firit came a-quaintd 
with my mother; whether Lucy were 
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ever married or no, I cannot tell, though 
I ſuppoſe they only took each others 
words, as being willing to ſave the 
charge of a parſon, Notwithſtanding the 
the great affcQion ſhe had for her huſ- 
band, it was not intirely confined to him, 
ſor in about ſix weeks ſhe made him a 
cuckold, with a Bavbury tinker, who 
followed her up to London; and their 
amours we ſo notorious in the alley where 
they lived, which is every whit as cen- 
ſorious, and as inquiſitive as the purlieus 
of Whitehall, that the neighbours would 
commonly make horns at my father as 
he walked along the fircet ; my father ! 
call him, but conſidering the intimacy of 
my mother with the aforeſaid tinker, 
ard ſome other gallants of the ſame rai ky 
it is no very, ealy matter to determine 


with certainty, from what ſpring to de- 


rive the gencrous blood that flowed 1n the 
veirs of my brother, and myſeif ; for an 
elccr biuther 1 had, who at the the age of 

7 ſe ven 
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ſeven, had attained to ſuch ingenuity, 
that he ſeldom carried home any mended 
ſhoes to a gentleman's or citizen's houſe, 
but he would fileh either linen, ſilver- 
ſpoons, or ſomething elle of worth, 
which by negligent ſervants, was not laid 
up ſafely ; which trade he drove for ſome 
ſpace of time, being, by reaſon. of hig 
childiſh ycars, not in the leaſt ſuſpected t 
but the pitcher goes not ſo often to the 
well, but at length it comes broken home, 
in proceſs of time he was taken with what 
he had ſtolen about him, and for the 
ſame carried to Newgate, where, poor 
Intle angel, peace be with him, be died 
under the pennance of a diſcipline, which 
was applied to him with a little too much 
vigour. Our whole family ſmarted in his 
puniſhment, my father ſighed, my mo- 
ther ſobbed, and [ wanted my part of 
theſe dainty morſels, which his theft fur- 
niſned us withal, for by his help my fa- 
ther drove a pretty trade, having thoſe. 

| who 
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who always gave him ready money for 
whatever he brought; and indeed his 
loſs would have utterly diſconſolated my 
father, but for the great hopes he had in 
me, who no ſooner come to the ſame age, 
that my brother began to exerciſe his rare 
talents at, but I ſhcwed the ſame inclin- 
ation; to encourage which, my father 
gave his beſt advice, together with his 
zaſtructions. 


4 My ſon, faid ke, the profeſſion of a 
thief is not ſo baſe, as ſome men at this 
time eſteem it; confidering what great 
men in former times have cxerciſed it. 


J have heard the clerk ot our parith ſay, 


that the famous Robin Hooc, was no leis 


than the Earl of fluntingdon, and that 


Alexander 4be Gieat wes call'd fo, be- 
cauſe he was the great tt thick that ever 
was. I tell thee, continved he, that he 
wh.. ſteals not, kncws rot how to live in 
the world; lay, doth not every thing 
_—_ teach 
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teach us to ſteal? Doth not manhood 
ſteel upon youth; and old age upon man- 
hood; until at laſt death ſteals upon 


that, and carries all degrees to his own 
home?“ 


Many more fine things he ſaid in hon- 
our of that profeſſion, which he propoſed 
I ſhould follow, which added to my own 
inclinations, ſoon ſpurr'd me forward to 
noble exploits, and made me chuſe ſuch 
companions as I though would be able ts 
aſſiſt me in them. One of theſe being 
ſervant to a rich uſurer, it was 'agreed, 
that, by his connivance, we ſhould rob 
his maſter's houſe, and thereupon taking 
the opportunity of a dark evening, we 
ſlipp'd in, ad p'anted ourſelves very ad- 
vantageouſly, yet in our rummaging for 
the booty, ſome things ſlipping out of 
our hands, the old blade, whoſe ' riches 
run always in his mind, ſuddenly awaked, 
and ſuſpecting thieves, called to his man, 

and 
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and hid him riſe and ſtrike a light, who 
accordingly did, but returned and de- 
clared to his maſter, who lay trembling 
and almoſt dead with fear, that he had 
made diligent ſearch, and could perceiye 
nothing amiſs, during which interval, we | 
had liberty to eſcape with a, cabinet, 
wherein was a conhiderable ſum of money, 
and ſome other things; but juſt as we 
were going out, we were ſeized on by a 
couple of fellows that lay perdue to ar- 
reſt the uſurer's brother, who had taken 
his houfe for a ſanctuary, and ſeldom 
went abroad but early in the morning, 
and late at night, and hearing the word 
of arreſt, my companion, whom they 
took for him, cry'd out thieves; the 
noiſe ſo alarmed the houſe, łhat truſty 
Roger, perceiving how matters were, 
went armed, as likewiſe did the uſurer's 
brother, and came fo furiouily upon the 
baliffs, that they broke their heads in a 


g 


trice, and put them ſo hard to it, that 
they 
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they found themſelves, obliged to let vs 
go, who flayed not to ſce the end of the 
fray z but afterwards our companion, 
coming for his ſhare of our prize, told us, 
that his maſter finding his houſe robbed, 
had ſecured the balitis, and notwithſtand- 
ing all they could fay in their own de- 
fence, had got them committed to Neu- 
gate, where they were to lie ?till the next 
leſſions, in order to take their tryal for 
this robbery, which there was ſo great 
an appearance of their having com- 
mitted. 


Tuts purchaſe brought great joy to 
my father, who much applauded hat! 
had done; and ſo for awhile we lived rio- 
tiouſly on the all- gotten gain, bai twat be- 
ing coutumed, poverty began again to 
ſtare us 14 the face and the few houſbuld 


goods we had marched cf in parcels to tne, 
pawn-brokers, or, as it is not 1mpio, ily 
called by ſom., the devil's Warcuuiie, 

At 
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At laſt having nothing but the bare walls 
to look at, and the ground to lie upon, 
we were ſorced to rack our inventions 
for employment, and thinking we might 
mect with ſome adventure in the mighty 
we laid out two - pence, our whole eſtate, 
in a link; my father and I ramvling out 
together, travers'd many ſtreets without 
 - fiading any thing to the purpoſe, but at 
| length, my father luckily caſt his eyes 
| upon a grocer, who ws telling money on 
| his counter by the light of a fangle can- 
| dle only; whereupon giving me inſtrue- 
a tions, I went in, and in an humble man- 
ner intreated to light my link, which 1 
bad extinguiſhed on purpoſe to favour my 
deſign, then putting out the candle, I 

ſbatched wp a handtul of the money, and 
| fled with it before he had time to get 
from behind the counter, The honeſt 
| grocer purſu: d me with great carne ſtncs, 
but 1 was icon out of his reach, my ta- 


| ther in the mean whule, whipping into 
| the 
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| the ſhop, and ſwept all the reſt of the 
caſh into his hat, This money laſted us a 

| confiderable time, but when it grew to- 
wards a period, my father ſent me out 
on the lay, but I wandered all day with- 
out any luck, till coming at laſt into 
Warwick-Lane, I ſaw a fellow ſtanding 
in a bacon ſhop, with a blue pocket apron 
on, from whole innocent looks, I drew 
ſome preſages of a golden prize; ſo in 1 
went, and aik'd him the price of a pound 
of his bacon, Sixpence boy, ſaid he, of 
the rib; and fourpence of the gammon : 
Well then ſaid I, vive me a pound of 
the gammon; and lere 1s a grioat, which 
is all I have in the world, and a long 
time J have been getting it, 


Wars! my chap was weighing the 
bacon, I told him a piioiful tory, of my 
havirg an iil-rovpered mother in-law, 
who fed me only with a bit aad a knock, 
which wade me go from her many times 
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with a heart full of ſorrow, when my 
belly was quite empty, nay, fhe woutd 
not only give me no victuals herſelf, but 


take that from me which others gave me; 


wherefore I begg'd of him to enable me 


me to ſecure this bacon, if 1 ſhould be 


ſearched, that he would be ſo kind as to 
thruſt it down my back in my hanker- 
chief, between my doublet and my ſhirt, 
whieb he very courtecuſly conſenting 10 
do, I had thereby a noſt convenient op- 
portunity of cutting off his pocket, after 


which] laid down my ſourpence, and de- 


parted with great celerity, and came 
home full of joy ; but there contrary to 
my expectatiens, I found my mother in 
tears, tor my father was preſſed for a ſol- 
dier, yet at the ſiglit of iny purchaſe the 
good woman was much comforted: how- 


ever, knowing it would not laſt long, we 


broke up houſe keeping, aud my mother 
undertaking to ihift for hertelf, put me 
to a brother of her's, a ſuburbian barber, 

and 
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and ſoon after ſhe died; ſo that ſo'cly de- 
pending ſolely oa my uncle, I uſ:d great 
diligence in bis ſight, but was very rogue- 
iſh when I thought I could play my 
pranks ſlyly. My aunt who never much 
cated for me, watched me very natro ly, 
and oftentimes cauſed me to be ſeverely 
chaftiſed, for which I vow'd revenge in 
my heart, and-ſoon found an opportunity 
to givo vent to it. 6-0 

| _ 4 

Tuis aunt of mine was extremely 
proud as well as ill-natured, and wore 
thinge which every body thought above 
the condition of a barber's wife; ſo one 
ſun ſhiny day, fitting in the ſhop ſewing 
with her back towards me, I took out a 
buraing glaſs, that [ had provided for the 
purpoſe, and ſet all her head cloaths on 
fire about her ears, which made her 
ſhirek and cry out in a terrible manner; 
whereupon ſtarting up as in a fright, I 
caich'd a pail of water out of the maid's 
FA hands 
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hand, with which ſhe had been waſhing 
the kitchen, and threw it all over her, 
This, altho' it made my aunt look like 
a carted bawd, ſhe took as a great court» 
ely at my hands, and thanked me for ſa- 


ving her life, 


Bur thinking myſclf not yet ſufficiently 
revenged, I ſoon after took another oc- 
caſion ro wreck my malice upon her. 
My: aunt did not dreſs for nothing, nor 
was it only to pleaſe her huſband, but 
ſhe had now and then a private friend, 
whom ſhe beſtowed her beſt favours 
vpon. One ſhop-keeper uſed conſtantly 
to haunt our houſe, not a day paſſed in 
which we had not his company, T his 
man, my unele entertainted with much 
re ſpect, for what reaſon I know not; 


but as the poet ſays: 


Experience every day doth plainly fhew, 
Cuckolds are kind ta them that make them fo. 


ONE 


. ( 163 ) 


One day my uncle went out to wait 
upon a cuftomer at a pretty diſtance, 
and was no fooner gone, but the ſhop- 
keeper was with my aunt; the maid was 
immediately ſent to market, and in order 
to be quite by themſelves, I had. leave 
to go to play, for which I Kindly 
thanked wy aunt, and ſeeming very for- 
ward to gout, took my hat but clapp'd 
che door to on the julie, then foftly 
ſtole back and hid myfcif under the 
ſtaire, where undiſcern'd, I could plainly 
ſee all the paſſages between the ſhops 
keeper and my aunt. 


Thinking me gone, my aunt claſp'd 
him in her arms, and fell to kiſſi:g him 
very amorous manner; and whilſt he de- 
lay'd going up ſtairs, nut knowing he- 
ther every thing was ſecure, ſhe up- 
braided him for his ſloth, crying, Nay ! 
piſh! Why do you trifle when the coaſt 
is clear? let us take time by the fore- 
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leck, leſt we be preverted in our deen; 

in truth you ere ſo long about the ho- 

logue, that it may chance to marr the 

comedy, make not ſuch a long flop at à 
poich, but enter love's citadel, and ran. 
ſack the choiceſt treaſures that proceed 
from an entire aſſe ion. And hereupon 
after a ſhort kiſs, vp ſtairs they went hand 
in.hand; after whom I crept, and ſoftly 
locking the coor, got down again with 
the key, ard Lefiowed it in the bcg- 
Hue, which I had ſcarce done but my 
aecame in, yet T being (uppoſed to be 
„hee, came pufirg and blowing afte 

im, as if I had come a conſiderable 
„y; but my urcle having occaſion for 
fing money, went up ſtairs, where find- 
i, {ite door ſhut, he knocked and called 
and at length my aunt with a faint voice, 
cty'd out, ah! dear huſband, I was ta- 
} en with ſuch a ſwimming in my head, 
t.atnct longer able to b. ar it, 1 was for- 
ced to ene vp fals and li down vpon 
the 


the bed, and in the mean time, I ſuppoſe 
your unlucky kindſman, who mints no— 
thing but miſchief, has lock'd me in, and 
carried away the key: upon this, I was 
Krialy examined; bat Noutly deried it, 
alledging, that | rather believed, that 
whilſt my aunt ſlept, ſome thief had got- 
ten into the chamber, and lock'd kunicif 
in; this ſuggeſtion ſo wrought in my un- 
cle's head, altho' my aunt a'ledged, it was 
impoſſible, that fearing the loſs of his 
gold, he inſtantly ſent for a ſmith, who 
broke the door, and there, upon ſearch 
her gallant was found under the bed, al- 
moſt dead with fear; whom my uncle 
drew out by the heels, and buffetcd with- 
out mercy, though my aunt, on her : 
bended knees, pleaded for him, and begg'd 
lis pardon ; and had nct the ſinith inter- 
poſed, he had undoubtedly have ſpoiled 
his ſyort fer the fatute; However, he at 
1: got awry, bearing ſome marks of my 
uncle's indigratien in his ſace; who next 
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began to rate my aunt, but ſhe, with 
tears and intreatics, and great promiſes of 
amendment, at length aſſwaged his fury, 
and for the future never offered to con- 


troul him in what he ever after ſaid or 
did, | 


AFTER I had play'd ſeveral more 


tricks of the like kind, my uncle dying, 


I was again drove to my ſhifts; but it 
was not long before I met with an ale- 
draper, who wanting a youth, I found 
means to get into his ſervice, where 1 
learnt to nick and froth, to ſcore with 
double chalk, and fical away the drink 
when the conipany were half fluſter'd, 
cr buſy at cards, and then bring it to 
them again four freſh. I knew how to 
force the becr with druzs, whereby the 
gueſts might quickly become drunk or 
ſtupified, when I would make them pay 
their reckonirgs twice over, or dive into 
thcirpockets, Sometimes we put bay-»falt 

in 
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in the drink, then the more they drirk. 
the drier they were; at other times horſe» 
radiſh, to make them ſpecdily evacuate, 
and call for more, 


I was become a perſect maſter in all. 
the elements of a tapſter, and could cry 
anon, anon, Sir, as dexterouſly as Fran- 
cis, in the play, in ſhort, I had my bu- 
fineſs at my fingers ende, but all my ex- 
peQations was daſhed at once, for having 
been a little too familiar with Prudence, 
our maid, her belly beginning to-wamble, 
I-thought it high time to be packing; ſo 
ſcraping together what I could conveni- 
ently carry, I march'd off. 


I HAD not rambled long before I was 
entertained by a cock, with whom Job- 
ſerved many tricks and knaveries, ſuch as 
waking pies with the meat cut off from 
the hides in Leaden-hall Market; roaſt- 
inz meat twice over, buying beggars 

| meat; 
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meat, and mineing or baſhirg it for our 
gueſts, with the old trade of nicking and 
frothing. By the time I lived here lor g 
enough to be in good eſteem with my 
maſter, my father was returned home ig 
a very lamentable and ragged condition, 
and ſoon found me out, beconnng very 
importunate with me to ſteal ſomething 
to ſupply his prefling neceſſities, which I 
had too much compaſſion and filial duty 
not to liſten to, and fo made ſure of a ſil- 
ver bowl; which my mafter miſſing at 
hight, when he went to lock up his plate, 
Kri& enquiry was made after it. The 
ſervants all endeavouring to clear them- 
ſelves, the maid propoſed we ſhould go to 
a conjuror, which bcing agreed to by ge- 
neral conſent, we were adviſed to go to a 
cunning-man, who lived near the fa- 
mous Caſtle of king Lud, where thoſe 
thoſe men only that are free ard doom'd 
to luſc their liberty. 


Tun 
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Tuis man, by the gravity cf his looks, 
you would haye taken for a ſecond Cor- 
nelius Agrippa, and nothing leſs than a 
privy-counſellor of the ſtars, and madam 
Deſtiny. After he was apprized of our 
buſineſs, he he proceeded in great ſolemn- 
ity from his Nudy ; then placing himſelf 

in an arm'd chair, waited for our of- 
fering befor he offer ed to open his mouth; 
but preſently ſpoke, like Palaam's aſs 
at the fight of an angel; then making 
many pot hooks and links upon a paper, 
he uttered thefe deep ſentences. © Jupi- 
« piter, ſaid he, being lord of the Aſ- 
« cendant, denotes good luck for the 
« gaining your bowl, did not Mars in- 
© tcrpoſe with a maleyolent aſpect, re- 
& flecting his rays on Mercury, by which 
«© it is plain that the bow! has been 
© flol:n ?”? that, ſaid I, we cculd have 
told your worſhip» ; * Inter. upt not the 
« plan*'s, cry'd he, Jupiter, continued 
' the Ad ologer, is cybuſt in Aries, 

“ a forked 
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&* a forked ſign, and Venus in the fiery 
„Trigon ſhew, that the party who kad 
de the bowl, lives either Eaſt, Weſt, 
% North, or South, and it muſt needs 
ic be above or under ground, in one of 
© thoſe parts of the world,” Upon 
which he aſk'd us, if there had not been 
a man with carrot locks and a red beard 
that day drinking in our houſe; the 
wench replied in the negative; Nor one, 
ſaid he, with black hair; No, faid ſhe; 
Nor with brown hair, ſaid he, in grey- 
ih cloaths, of a middle ſtature? Yes, 
anſwered ſhe, I verily belicv. there was. 
Then he aſked it we knew him? Upon 
the maid's ſay ing he was a ranger. Then 
ſald old Noſtradamus, The ſun being I- 
poſited in the eleven houſe, and Mere 
cury in the trind wich Virgo, it was paſt 


all perad.ertaro, that a men wie brown 
haii chat hatit your plate, in the ve'y 
cloaths I before deicribed. Upon 
this, leaſt uty ether ihguia be ſuipecicd 


by 
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by this de ſeription, I aſked him, thou 
Jthought he knew no more than a gan- 
der, ifa woman might not have the 
bowl? No, ſaid he, very gravely, for 
Venus being weak in the reception of 
Gemini, and the moòn in the vane both 
feminine planets, it plainly demonſtrates, 
that the thief wears breeches, and is con- 
ſequently à man, who is between 'forty 
and 'fifty, Upon 'my life, cricd 'the 
wench J remember the party that had it, 
and the doctor has rightly deſcribed him, 
for he was between twenty and thirty 
years of age, you fay right, woman, faid 
the doctor, Ay, ay, ſaid ſhe, I ſerved © 
the rogue ſixptnay-worth bf roaſt-beef. 
O! if 1 ſet eyes on him again, Pll maul 
him to fome purpoſe. | 


Wirn this ſtory we went heme to our 
maſter, all abſolutely free from any ſuſ- 
picion ; and I continued to commit ſeve« 
ral petty thefts, without being being ever 
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call'd to account, but was highly regards 
ed by my maſter, till the time of bis 
death, when the good man left me a le- 
gacy of twenty pounds, the greateſt part 
of which his nephew, and executor 
cheated me of; but I had wherewithal to 
put myſelf apprentice to aplaiſterer, with 
whom I worked with great diligence, till 
it happened, that having a jobb to do to 
beavtify a tavern, near the river Thames, 
the houſe jetting out over the water; to 
accompliſh which, my maſter had laid two 
poles out of the window, and upon them 
tacked down two boards, but wanting a 
a cord to faſlen one of the poles within, 
he ordered me to fit upon it; but whilſt 
he was finging at his work very merrily, 
I fell faſt aſleep, and dream'd that my 
old maſter the cook was alive again, that 
T lived with him, and thar our houſe was 
full of gueſts; ſome gentleman, as I ſup- 
poſed, knccking in the next room, I 
ſtarted. up to ice what they wanted, and 
down 
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down came my maſter, calling out for 
help. 

WHen being a little come to myſelf, 
and conſidering what had happened, I 
looked out, where I could perceive him 
bobbing his head above water, and 
floating about like a ſhuttle cock, ex- 
pecting no other but that he would be 
drown'd, and that I ſhould be hanged for 
it, if taken; I ſtood not long to paul?, 
but packing ap what thiags I had, I 
marched off with great ſpeed, nor could 
I think myſelf ſafe in London, but went 
into the country, and there betook my- 
ſelf to rambling ; but finding the money 
I had, near fpent, and knowing I ſhould 
have but cold comfort when it was gone, 
it being in the extremity of winter, I caſt 
many things in my mind, but could 
conclude on nothing; at laſt fortune 
guided myſteps4o a little alehouſe, where, 
We an- exceeding good fire, I found a 

| Q 2 company 
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company of flrolling beggars of both ſex» 


es, amongſt whom, after ſome diſcqurſe 
and ceremony, I lifted my ſelf, and was 
dubbed knight of the ragged order, by 
pouring a pot of ale upon my head 
whilſt I kneeled ; and fo having a young 
mort given me, for my companion, We 
took leave of the teſt, and proceeded in 
ſearch of our fortunes; when it ſo fell 


out, that coming to a farmer's houſe, 


and much defiring a;hollow bit, I, whip- 
ped yp a hen, and having ſpoiled her 
cackling, put her in my budget, and then 
vent do the man's door who owned:her, 
and, in 4 doleful tone, intreated bis 
charity to a poor, lame, and diſtreſſed 
ercature; but he, having from a. window 
obſerved my former exploit, ſent, private» 
/ for the conſtable, and cauſed me to ba 
apprehended : Upon ſearch, the ſact ap- 
pearing plain, ard upon their unbinding 


my cloaths and rollers, there being no 


lameneſs, a council was called, and im- 
mediately 
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mediatcly I was doomed to the whip- 
ping poſt ; a threſher with a cart whip, 
being to put their ſentence in execution, 
who being accuſtomed to the flail, laid 
on with ſo hard a hand, that I could im- 
agine no leſs but that he intended to make 
chaff of me, but the abundance of blood 
that flowed from me, prevailed with the 
ſpectators to take him off, cer he could 
perfect it, yet I was afterwaids to go be- 
fore a juſtice, to be try'd after I lad been 
executed, which however I ſuLmitted to, 
but found no farther puniſhmcnt than to i 

be paſſed back to London; yet ſo far a7 
. wrought the terror of my ciiafter in the 1 
mind of my mort, that, fearing the like n 
puniſhinent, ſhe made what haſte ſhe ,.-_ 
poſſibly could from me, and trum that 
day I ſaw her no more, 
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Berne found for London, I had not 
paſſed through the hands of above three 
or four conſtables, before I gave chem 
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the flipt ; but it being late, I was. aner- 
taken by three fellows, who demanded 
what I was, I told them a poor diſtreſſed 
creature, oppreſſed by the ſeyerity of an 
adverſe fortune: gueſſing by this that I 
might be for their turn, they aſked me, 
if I would hazard myſelf in an enter- 
prize they were about, and I ſhould be 
conſiderably rewarded for my paint. 
To which I reply'd, That no danger 
ſhould deter me from joining in it, if I 
might be aſſured of having my neceſſities 
relieved by it. Then they told me, it 
was to rob a houſe, wherein they were 
ne of a good booty, aud that my part 
ia this undertaking ſhould be to get in at 
the window, which on account of my 
ſlenderneſs, I might very eafily do, and 
ſo open the door to them; which I per- 
formed accordingly, and then two of 
my new comrades, with drawn ſwords, 
marched up ſtairs, taking me with them, 
one ſtay ing below, whom I afterwards 

underſtood 
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underſtood to be the coachman that had 
brought home the gentleman of the 
houſe that night, with two hundred 
pounds. In a very ſhort time we bound 
and gagg'd him, his wife, and the maid» 
ſervant, and got what we came for: my · 
ſelf over and above rifling ſome private 
places, unknown to my campanions, got 
a pretty many broad pieces of gold, 
ſome rings, and a watch, and then we 
piked off. At about five miles diſtant 
from the place, they gave me fiſteen 
pounds for my fhaic, and diſmiſſed me} 
which happened in a fortunate hour, for 
{0on after going themſelves to a little 
blind alehouſe, and rejoicing over their 
good ſucceſs, the hue and cry overtook 
them; and at the following aſſizes they 
were all condemned to be hanged, tho“ 
the coachman only found that fate; the 
other two, at the great interceſſion of 
their friends, who were very wealthy, 
n ſo much favour as to have their 

ſentence 
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ſentence of death changed into à ſeven 
years banifhment. | 


TaAxiNG leave fo luckily of my com- 
panions, I carac to a country fair, where 
I bought my ſelf a faſhionable ſuit and 
cloak, and then then travelled tewards 


London; but in my way overtook a 


briſk laſs, whom finding not at all ſhy, 


we ſoon grew as intimate as poſſible, and 
" ſhe paſſed as we went for my wife; ſo 
that I now revelled in the joys of love, 
and had good ftore of money to heighten 
ir: for love, eſpecially of this ſort, if 


not ſupported by wealth, ſoon decays. 


This laſs told me of two girls of her ac- 


quaintance, who ſhe. ſaid, were very 


pretty, ande had been pawned by their 
gallants at an inn, for forty ſhillings. ſo 


I went and redeemed them, and they 
not being able to reſuſe me one fayour for 
avother, I had ſo much love upon my 


hands, that I grew quite ſurfeited of it, 


and 
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and thought Jever ſhould be able to 
reliſh it again. 


Tnus we fee the moſt luſcious feod-is 
ſooneſt apt to cloy. Beſides my money 
began to ſhrink ſo faft, that I fouud there 
would not be long left enough to main- 
tain one of us, whorefore I thought it 
more adviſable to leave the ladies ia the 

larch, who I knew carried à good trade 
about them, than he quite deſtitute my - 
ſelf. Agd ſo without taking any formal 
leave, I cn. made the beſt of my way to 


London, getting out of the -houlſe - 
morning before they were awake. 


Wu I got to (town, I had very lit- 
tle to traſt o, but with-that little I had, 
-I was willing to ſettle ſome way or others 
in an honeſt way I could not pretend to, 
and ſo I even bound my ſelf apprentice to 
a taylor, and while I was with him got 

initiated into the ſociety of ſnipping ap- 
prentices, 
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prentices, a fellowſhip, you ſay, who 
were once happy in having you for a 
member of it; therefore I need not give 
you a particular account of their man · 
ners and behaviour. 


WELL then to proceed in relation to 
myſelf, continued the other, one night 
I and two of my moſt intimate compan- 
ions having been late at one of theſe 
meetings, and being recling home, met 
with the conſtable and watch, who in- 
terrogating us in à manner a little too 
magiſterntiy, as we thought, we gave 
them ſome very uncivil anſwers, for 
which they took it in their heads to ſend 
us to the compter, and the next day we 


were carried before one of the aldermen, 


who obliging us to pay ten ſhillings a+ 
morg us to the poor for being drunk, I 
was reſolved to find ſome way of being 
revenged on him: And thus I brought 
- . Watching for an opportunity 
I ont 
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Lone day found him ſtanding at his deor, 
and ſo boldly, with with my taylor's bag 
under my arm, I ſtept up, and defired to 
know if his maid, whoſe name I had for- 
got was at home? Yes, yes, ſaid he, 
why then, with your worſhip's leave, 
ſaid I, I will make bold to carry her 
gown to her that ſhe gave me to mend, 
Are you her taylor then, ſaid the alder- 
man, yes, and pleaſe your worſhip, re- 
plied I, and have been ſo theſe two 
years. Well, ſaid his worſhip, ſhe is a 
good girl, ſhe has been a good ſervant to 
me, and may chance to make you a good 
wife, Upon this, making him a low 
ſerape or two, I paſs'd by him, and go- 
ing to the maid, I demanded her maſ- 


ter's ſcarlet gown, which he had ordered 
me to alter, I ſaid; the maid having ſeen 
me from the window diſcourſing with her 
maſter, made no ſeruple to deliver it; 
which folding up, I immediately clapt it 
up in my bag, and returned, the alder- 

man 
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man ſtill ſtanding at his door, who, 1 1 
paſſed him, prceiving I had à greater 
bulk than before in my bag, ſaid, Well, 
young man, I ſee Suſan has found you 
more work, and it may. be ſhe may find 


you another ſort of work before long, if 


ſhe perceives you dexterous at this: I 
made no reply but went away bowing 
and ſmiling. to think how I had bit the 
alderman. 


Wren I came to my comrades they 
highly applauded my ingenuity z and the 
gown was converted into two petticoats 
for two of our-doxics. But the very next 
day after this, I had like to have been 
puniſhed for all ny rogueries at once, 
for ode of my comrades and J going upon 
the Kxchange to ſee what we could meet 
with, T -hanced to ſpy a merchant pul- 
ling a purſe ou: of his pocket, that ſeem- 
ed to have a pretty deal of gold in it, 
which therefore gave me a great itch to 

be 
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be at it, and fo I ſoon got cloſe to him, 
and almoſt as ſoen had his purſe, but he 
feeling me draw it out of his pocket, 
immediately laid held of me by the col- 
lar; this you may eafily imagine put me 
In a terrible pannick; however, I was 
enough myſelf to give away the purſe 
ſlily to my comrade, behind my back; 
and then I aſked him what he meant by 
laying hold of me ſo roughly ; You know 
well enough, firrah, ſaid he, the mean- 
ing of it: Where is my purſe, you vil - 
lain; ſaid he, You are very much miſ- 
taken Sir, ſaid I, I have none of it. The 
raſcal, ſaid he, to a friend that ſtood next 
him, has got my purſe with above fifty 
pounds in it, I laid hold of him while he 
was drawing it out of my pocket. Have 
a care Sir, ſaid I, what you ſay, and 
how you aſperſe the character of a re- 
putable tradeſman; I ſcorn to take a 
purſe, perbaps as much as yourſelf, and 


am very ready to go along with you, and 
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any friend you fhall take with you, to 
what place you ſhall appoint, to be 
ſcarch'd, Why, thou haſt not the im- 
pudence, firrah, ſaid he, to deny it, 
when I tock you in the very fact? By 
this time, my comrade, who had got to 
a diſtant part of the exchange, held up 
the purſe, which happened ta be a very 
remarkable one, being orange colour, 
with a ſilver toſſel at the bottom of it, 
who has loſt a purſe, cry'd he, aloud. 
The merchant ſeeing this, let go his 
hold, Sir, ſaid he to me, I heartily aſk 
your pardon, that is my purſe, I know 
it from a thouſand ; and io away he walks 
to my companion, while I got clear off, 
But when he came to lay hold of his 
purſe, behold there was nothing in it! 
Where is the money Sir, ſaid he, to my 
friend Jack. Money Sir, cry'd the other, 
was there any thing in it? It was empty, 
as it is now, when I pick'd it up, juſt 
under my feet, Upon this the merchant 
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began to rave like a madman for letting 
the rogue go, who he was fure had taken 
it, as he ſuppoſed, when he had got the 
money in his pocket threw away the 
empty purſe, and then offered to be 
ſearched, knowing money had no ca:- 
mark, and pretending himſelf to be a re + 
putable tradeſman, that it might not 
ſeem extraordinary that he ſhould have ſo 
conſiderable a ſam about him. 


My friend and I knew where to meet, 
and there, like a couple g? honeft pick- 
pockets, fairly divided the ſpoil, with a 
great many compliments to each other, 
on our ingenuity and fidelity. 5 

Frusn'D with my late ſucceſs, I made 
another attempt in the ſame place about 
two days after, and then was actually ta- 
ken in the fact, without being any ways 
able to make my eſcape, ſo was com- 
mitted to Newgate, try'd, and con- 

R 2 demned: 
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demned; but as the gentleman I robb'd, 
had his money again, he himſelf made 
intereft to ſave my life, on condition of 
my baniſhing myſelf out of the king's 
dominions for ſeven years, which 1s the 
occaſien of my coming to this place, and 
having the Rey of the preſent con» 
verſation. 


C HA 
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CH A F. XII. 


Jeremy diſcovers two of his former miſ- 
treſſes, and has a relation from them 
of the various turns of fortune they 
had met with ſince he left them. 


WAS well pleaſed with this account 

my friend Gregory, for that was his 
name, gave me of his own adventures, 
but cculd not help being more defirous 
to k now who the two women were, for I 
could not hut fancy 1 had ſeea them ſome 
Where in England; and the next day; very 
fortunately, going te pay a viſit to my 
friends on {hip-board, I fernd them by 
themſelves, the men being all gone out 
upon buſanefs that they could have go 
part in; wherefore addicfling mnytclf w | 
them, with great reſpect, I cauticaced 
them not to be offended, or amazed, if 
any prying eyes had dilcovercd a ſecret, 
which, I aſſured them, ſhould be as ſafely 
R 3 lodged 
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lodged in my breaſt as their own; I told 
them, I was ſo great an admirer of the 
fair ſex, that I was ſure I could know a 
woman by mere inſtinct, and therefore 
it was impoſſible to Ceceive me, for I was 
confident they were not what, by their 
garb, they would be taken for, At this 
declaration they bluſhed, and leoked 
wiftſully on eack other; but I ſtill preſ- 
fing them to pardon my boldneſs, and 
aſſuring them of my ſecrecy, they touk 
courage, and ingenuouſly confeſled that 
they were of the ather ſex; and promiſed 
1 ſhould, which I moſt paffionately de- 
fircd, ſee them, 1n a few days, in their 
cn garb: And they were as good as their 
words, for in two days I was 1:vited on 
board to dinner dy the captain, and there 
found the ladies in the cabin, dreſſed a- 
la mode d' Anplois, with which I was 


very well pleaſed, not having, for a long 
time ſcen any thing ſo agreeable. I had 
not forgot our Engliſh fathion of ſaluting 
the ladies, neither were they backward 

IN 
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in rifing to meet me on that account: 
Which done, I placed myſelf between 
them, and ſoon began a diſcourſe, that 1 
knew would not be diſpleaſing to them, 
and that was commending their beauties, 
relling them, that if the preſent Emperor 
of the country, the Great Mogul, did 
but underftand what a treaſure he had in 
his country, by their arrival, he would 
quickly ſecure it to himſelf, and hinder 
the proſecution ef their voyage any fur- 
ther: To this they replied, that they did 
not believe he would ſee any thing in 
them that ſhould merit ſuch an eſteem: 
but added one of them, If he ſhould do 
ſo, and be never ſo deſirous of my com- 
pany, yet I am better ſatisfied in the ſo- 
ciety that J am at preſent in poſſeſſion ef, 
than if I were courted and ſerved by the 
greateſt prince upon earth. 


To this ſo generous a ſpeech, I reply'd, 
chat thoſe perſous who had the honour to 
be 


9 

| be their ſervants, were, in that, very 

| happy. Theſe compliments being paſi'd, 

| drink was brought, and after that vie- 
| tuals, which we had in great plenty, 
l there being no want of any thing that 
could be had at the beſt man's table in 
England, and all the diſhes of meat were 
dreſſed in the Englifh faſhion, by a cook 
of that country. 


AFTER dinner we fell again to diſ- 
courſe, the women being very defirous of 
novelties, and to be acquainted with the 
cuſtoms of the country, eſpecially of 
thoſe uſed by the women: But when [ 
told them of one cuſtom, practiſed by the 
better ſort, eſpocially of accompanying 
their huſbands in death, and burning 
themſclves alive with their dead bodies, 
they could by no means approve of it, 
but accounted it great folly; for ſaid they 
it cannot poſhbly do their huſbands any 
good, and therefore that crucl compli» 
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ment of deſtroying themſelyes, anſwered 
no end. To paſs through all dangers, 
and accompany an huſband or friend 
therein while living, was a generous, 
and uſeful ſervice, but as there was no 
remedy for death, they theught the other 
of caſting away themſelves, was ridicu- 
lous, or rather ſtupid, I could not but 
allow, that what they ſaid was founded 
wpon good reaſon: Then aſked. them, 
how they liked our men, the inhabitants 
I meant: Not at all, ſaid one of them, 
at huſbands or bedfellows, but if there 
were no other men to be had, we muſt 
be contented with them rather than none, 
as you are with the native women. 


Tus we continued diſcourſing to- 
gether upon various ſubjects, and all the' 
time, as I curiouſly eyed the women, 
I could not but imagine I had formerly 
ſeen them, and had ſome acquaintance 
with them. I knew one of them, I thought 

more 


— p 


[ 192 ] 

more particularly by the tone of her 
voice, but it being fo long ſince I had 
ſeen either of them, I could not recolle& 
where it had been. I thonght it not 
proper, before the gentlemen, to aſk 
them any queſtions, which might have 
given me ſome light into what J was de- 
firous to know, reſolving to take an op- 
portunity when I could do it with more 
privacy. 


.T nz1ne now acquainted with moſt of 
their tranſactions, they aſked my advice 
in diſpofing of their money, and ſelling 
their commodities, and what they could 
buy that would turn to the moſt advan- 
tage. To all theſe queſtions, I gave 
them the beſt anſwers I could, and now 
night coming on, I defired to leave: 
them, and invited them all to my houſe 
the next day, which was not only agreed 
to, but that the women ſhould conſtantly 
take my houſe for their quarters, it be- 
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ing more convenient for them, than to 
continue on board the ſhip. They were 
to come in their mens apparel, and I 
promiſed to provide every thing for them 
with the greateſt privacy ; ſo after taking 
leave in the handſomeft manner I could, 
I came home to my wife, who at my de- 
fire got all thing ready, not only for 
the next day's entertainment, but for the 
future conveniency of my lodgers, who 
were not to be known to her for other 
than mens 


Tax next day they came, and we 
were again all very merry; but ſome oc- 
caſions calling away the men, the wo- 
men were left alone with me; I was now 
reſolved to eiiquire whether they had 
never known me, they both replicd not 
that they at preſent knew of, but they 
ſaid, that certainly they had ſeen me in 
England, but at preſent they could not 
remember where, wherefore they prayed 
me 
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me to give them ſome account of my con- 
dition and quality when I lived in Eng- 
land; to this I reply'd, that I had been 
indeed of all conditions, and a very rams 
bler, and it was a great chance but if they 
had been in any publick houſe of enter- 
tainment, that I might have ſeen them 
there; to this they both anlwered, that 
they had, for ſome time, been publick 
enough in entertaining gentlemen in 
their company, with much freedom ; But 
ſaid one of them, I have certainly ſeen 
and known you before I undertook any 
ſach cuurſes, for if I be not miftaken 
you are the man who firſt deceived me, 
and therefore, I pray tell me, if in your 
travels ja England, you did not light 
into a farmci's houſe, and did - ſome fas 
yours or rather diſccuiteſies to his daugh - 
ter, and then left her. Hearing this, af- 
ter ſome conſideration, and ſeriouſly ex- 
amining her, I recollected to be the very 


farmer's daughter, whom J had bereaved 
of 
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of her maidenhead, and then moſt un- 
gratefully quitted, without taking any 
leave of her, tho' I had made a promiſe 
to marry her, both to herſelf and her fa- 
ther, when he caught us together in the 
dairy, led thither by the noiſe we made 
by overturning the form, and , breaking 
ſome of his milk pans ; I thcreupon' ran 
to her, and einbracing her, begg'd par- 
don for uſing her as I had- done, but 
told her that nothing was at thai time 
more dreadful to me than the thoughts 
of matrimony, which 1 then could tiad 
no way to elceps, but by running away 
from her as 1 bid: Rin fiicethiugs were 
fo alter'd on both h ics, J hoped the would 
now forgive pe, Si could pot help ſheds 
ding lomc tcars at fir't, which were owes 


ing to we diltcrcnt poſitions that were jar- 
ing in hier breaſt at vice, love, anger, 
Joy, reven: e, agu cempaion; but, wipee 
ing her eycz, ſhe told ine the did forgive 
me, and very fondly perinitted me to em- 
Vor, II. 8 f brace 
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brace and kifs ber again and again; when- 


ever I thcught proper, 


THe ether woman, hearing that my 
acquaintance with her companion began 
with the loſs of her virginity, muſed and 
bluſhed, and very ſtricly beholding me, 
ſaid, And truly, if I be not miſtaken 
I purchaſed my acquaintance with the 


ſame loſs; but I was deceived by you in a 


more ſubtile manner than this, my friend 
here, for ſhe knowing you to be a man, 
permitted you to her bed, as ſhe has for- 
merly related to me: But if you are the 
perſon that I mean, as I now think you 


are, you became my bedſellow by a miſ- 


take, for not only I, but many others of 
the family, believed you to be a woman. 
Hearing her ſay this, I fixcd my ey up- 
on her, but could not yet pericctl; 1c 
member her, madam, ſaid I, I own I 
have been guilty ot many frauds to get 


admitiaucc into the company of that part 
of 
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ef the fair ſex whom I have ſet a great 
value upon; but that you have been one 
that I ever had any knowledge 'of in Eng- 
land, I cannot pretend to ſay; but hope 


if hu are one of thoſe charming crea- 


' tures who were at a boarding ſchovl, 
where I pafſed for a maid ſervant, you 
will have the goodneſs to forgive me for 
what happened there, and if it was not 
there, I cannot imagine where elſe [ 
could have the happineſs of being ſo in- 
timate with you, as you ſay, I have. 
There indeed it was, replied ſhe, that I 
loft my virginity, and with that my hon 
our, and the afteQion of an indulgent 
parent, who for that crime, which alas ! 
I knew not to be one when I was guilty 
of it, caſt me off, and I have ever ſince 
been forced to wander like a Cclolute 
vagabond, 


5 
? 


I was much amazed at theſe two ade 
ventures, and indeed piticd beth the wo- 
8.2 mens 
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men, efpecially the laſt, whom TI had foi 
long finee deceived, ard ſeeing the tearg 
fall from her eyes, I knceled down to 
her, begging her pardon, an telling her 
that what was paſſed was rot to be reme- 
died; but if ſhe pleaſed, I would, for the 
future, be her humbleſt ſervant in aſſiſt- 
ing her in whatever was in my power. 
To this ſhe anſwered, ſhe knew there 
Was no recalling or preventing what had 
pafied, but the remembrance of that, her 
firſt misfortune, whenever it was brouglit 
into her mind, could not but ſenſibly afs 
fii& her, and ſure nothing could make it 
return ſo ſtrongly upon her as the preſent 
rencounter, but ſhe would endeavour to 
throw of! that ſorrow, and make the beſb 
oa bad matter; as the bad hitherto been 
well enough -contented with her condi- 
tion, ſo ſhe intended to bring her mind 


to it for the future: And that now fhe 


had had the ſatisfaQion ſhe had often de- 
fired of ſecing the perſon, who firſt cropt 
£4.36 2 hec 
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ker virgin honour, ſhe ſhould bave more 
peace in her mind than before, 


HER companion likewiſe ſaid, that it 
was the greateſt ſatisfactios ſhe had ever 
received fince the loſs of my company, 
that ſhe had again found me, for not- 
withſtanding my baſe and abrupt leaving 
her, ſhe had ſtill preſerved a more cordial 
love for me than for any perſon ſhe had 
ever fince then enjoy'd, The other ſaid 
the ſame, and thovgh I was partly un- 
known to her when I lay with her, be- 
ing diſguisd in women's apparel, yet ſhe 
ſtill had me in her memory, and often 
wiſhed for the fight of me; and from 
This diſcourſe we all concluded, that tho? 
2a woman had many huſbands or ſervants, 
yet ſhe ſeldom loved any man with ſo 
much affection as him, with whom ſhe 
fir ft taſted the ſweets of love, and who 
had her virginity, | 
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WIfII ladies, faid I, I am ſo. much 
bourd to you for preſerving an affection 
for me, who have fo little deſerved- it, 
that I ſhall dedicate the remaining part 
of my life, wholly to obey and lerve you, 
as for that profeſſion of y ur love now, 
ſaid the youngeſt, and her whom I had 
enjoyed at the boarding-ichoo!, it matters 
not much, for we have had experience 
enough in the world to lift for our— 
ſelves, and neither are we unprovided of 


thoſe, who you know are our ſervants, 


and who will take care of us, and fave 
you. that trouble. deo trouble at all, 
replied I, but an honour which I pray 


vou to below on me, to krve you in 
* any deg Ce. 


Tur were very much ſcrp:ifed as 
ell as mr. f at this adventure, and I 
thought it vi bf rotalk roimmphe of it 
at pref rt; wt re ore | called fur ſome 
Wine, in Wh. ch 4 ot, ed WE might drown 

all 
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n mel fanche!ly, for they were noW 
grown very ſ{crious, with reflectiag on 
thele pals'd aa 78. e 


Ar 1 oeh nolan reſumed their 
Jovial tcu-per, art* 0 1 ig to be 4 
little fro'ic 5 I a3. od dem in that 
humour; bot was „ carncit to know 
their adventures, bene, as I thought, 
ſomewhat concern” drein, they being 
both with ciil by 5 whom left them 
T therefore beys?.) is faction of know- 
ing what became of the fruit uf our en- 
Joyinerits, for | oh them, I wzs not in- 
ſenſihle of tlie crnwition I left them 119 
ben | par 52d fem them. 'Trulv, re- 
ply'd Mrs. + 2 qu“ boardiug tchool 
acquz ine, a' not what became 
cf mine fince ir was tri, Aud iaid the 
other, Whole naive wi, 10,7 thy, the 
farmer's du tr, | Klan ut little of 
mine Hince it Was 4 yea; ond, | was de- 
fire us to heal ui both their luicuncs, or 

racher 
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rather misfortunes, ſince I firſt knew 
then; and they agreeing to give me that 
ſatisfation, it was concluded, that Mrs. 
Mary, with whom 1 had tiift to do, 
ſhould firſt relate her ſtory; and therefore 
{he began as follows. 
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F Mrs. Mary's Account of herſelf. 


N the account I ſhall give of the 

ſcenes of life I have been engaged in 
fince I laſt ſaw you, I ſhall be ſhort, but 
as clear as | can, for I have no rcaſon to 
diſguiſe any of my actions from you and 
my friend and companion here, who 
both know the world ſo well, and have 
ſuch a particular knowledge of me. To 
begin then, ſaid ſhe to me, although I 
muft needs con feſs I received much plea- 
ſure in your firſt embr:ccs, when I found 
you wcre of a contrary fex from what 
yo had aſſumed, yet thoſe dear delights 
have been the occaſion of all the troubles 
and croſſes which have ſince © overtaken 
me, | 


I Was very young, not above ſixteen 
years of age when I frſt lay with you 3 
. and 
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and ſo innocent I was at that age, that T 
did not imagine that I ſhould have found 
ſo ſudden an alteration in my body, as 
was thereby occaſioned; neither did 1 
conceive what would be the effects of it, 
till ſome of my other companions, who 
had lain with you before me, were diſ- 
covered to be fick, and the vccaſion of 
their diſtemper being enguired into, it 
was found they were with child, and then 
I gueſſed myſelf to be in the ſame con- 
dition. 


I ſoppoſe you were rot ignorant of 
what you had done, and therefore took 
to flight, but though you contrived your 
eſcape cunningly enough, by putting on 

ment apparel], yet it was obſeryed, and 
you were followed ſo narrowly, that we 

ſuppoſed you were taken ; but it proved 

otherwiſe, Yes, replied I, when I made 
my eſcape, I made for London, and be- 

ing habited in a ſuit of cloaths of my 

miftreſs's 
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miſtreſs's ſon's, I was fear ful of being diſ- 
covered, and known by them, and there» 
ſore meeting with a young man of my 
acquzintance, I remember I perſuaded 
him to exchange cloaths with vie, and fo 
eſcaped, but I wouid gladly know how he 
came off, Truly, replied Mrs. Mary, 
that fory was ſomewhat ſlrange; for the 
conſtable who ſcized him, had orders not 
to niake much noiſe in the matter, but 
only to ſecure him at preſcnt in his own 
hoſe, which he having done, came to 
our boarding-ſchool, and acquainted our 
miſtreſs, that he had ſ{ccurcd the party 
this being known, my miſtreſs ſcnt her 
ſon, whoſe cleaths were ſtolen, to the 
place, where inſte:d of finding our maid 
Jane, for by that name I remember you 
went, when you lived with us, he ſaw a 
ſtrange young man in his cloaihs, tho' he 
was told before you had his cloati's on, 
which he ſaw betore bim, yer he kacw 
you well enough not to be ſo miſtacen, 

fox 
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for the party who was in that habit, was 
nothing like you: he thought all that had 
been reported to hin was falſe, 'till he 
had made a farther enquiry of the young 
man, your friend, who was firt aſked 
where he had thoſe cloaths, he not knows 
ing any reaſen why he ſhould deny any 
thing of the truth, freely and fully ac- 
knowledged, that he bad them in ex- 
change for his on, of 2 young man his 


flicud, and being all?d many ocher queſ- 


tions, As whether he knew you? And 
knew you to be a man? And whcre this 
exchange was made He fully crefolved 


his camtners of all queſtions, and proved 


the texchangs of cloaths 'by the people 
cf the Louſe whore the exchin,c was 


made. 0 


My mi#.,; 8s for, being returred with 
his awer o his motheé', iz canſell great 
Won t „Hut te not yp: + 5 YOur 
diſ tie”; Da. trete deln g a al gut 18 2 OT 
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eight of ue, who were let into that ſe- 
cret, and were known to lie with ven, 
we were all privately examined, and ſome 
ot us having been fick for ſome time be- 
fore, the cauſe was now ftri&ly enquired 
into; and we being aſked whether you 


were 2 man or a woman, we eould not 
deny our Enowledge thereof, 


Uron this diſcovery, « aur miſtreſs, ths 
reckoned a very diſcreet woman, was ſo 
outragious, that we thought ſhe would 
have loft the ordinary uſe of ber ſenſes» 
She talk'd moſt outragiouſly of the re- 
venge | ſhe would take on you, not think= 
ing you had eſcaped her power, R very 
private and diligent ſearch was made after 

von, but that being to no Pu c, the 
yourg man, your friend, wiio had been 
ſecured, Was diſcharged, being found 
wholly invocent of the crime; neithet 
was he Ceprived of the cloaths he hat on, 


but had thein freely given him, anda 
Vor. II. T ſum 
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ſum of money promiſed him if he could 
find and ſecure you; but tho! he uſed all 
pe ſſible means, and I myf.If had try'd 
ſome, yet | could never hear any thing 
of you, till this late encounter. 


Bux to proceed in my ſtory, our miſ- 
treſs, upon ſecond thoughts, reſolved to 
keep this Lufineſs private for ſome time 
longer, to ſee how wany of thoſe ſeven 
or c:;ht with whom you had lain, would 
proie with child; zpd it was not long 
betore ſhe found that five of the number 
were pregnanty whereof I was one. How 
ſhe crce:i cd matters with the reft, I know 
not, but for my own part, my father be- 


IPg nde 2cquaitiicd with my misfortunes 


n. Ci y tc fuſed to take any care and no- 
tice of me, ncither have l ever ſince ſeen 
his tact; four the” | iuppoie he loved ice 
Weil enough, yet | tic a mother-in-law, 
Kio night jilivecc m to flight me, 
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off; but tho! I was caſt off by my father, 


yet J had an aunt, who was ſiſter to my 
ten mother, who came and viſted me, 
a 4 Anding tat what was paſſed could 
node held, took me home with her to 
h.: houſe, where at the uſual time, I was 
etiivered fa daughter, which was, ſooa 
after its birth, ſent farther into the coun+ 
try, to be nuis'd, and, I ſuppoſe, it was 
carried thus private!y, in hopes to fodder 
up the crack that might be in my repu- 
tation, which tho' it did for the preſcat, 
yet it loon after broke out again. 


Fon a young gentleman, who lived in 
the next town to that where my aunt 
dwelt, having ſcen me, fell deeply 1n love 
with me, and often waited on me at my 
aunt's, and took many opportunities of 
meeting me abroad, Though I liked 
and loved him well enough, and could 
have been plcaſed to have entertained his 
love with liking at the firſt offer of it, yet 
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I was. commanded by my aunt, to fland 
off, and be coy in my entertaining him, 
leſt, as ſhe ſaid, he might by my freedom, 
ſujpet me of lightneſs; for the matter 
had been ſo privately carried in my lyiog- 
in, that it was not knowa to him, nor 
any but ſome few in in the houſe, and 
to all others I paſſed for a virgin, 


Taxing this advice of my aunt, B 
gave him but indiff:rent entertainment, 
ſo that, as he was paſſionately in love 
with me, he deviſed all ways be could 0 
wooe, pleaſe, and win me; and to that 
cad not only made me many preſents, 
but alſo was very liberal to my aunt's 
maid, who promiſed bim all her aſſiſtance, 
and ave bim notice of all opportunities 
there were of coming into in company. 
My aunt managed every thing in this 
buſineſs ſo prudently, that my father was 
brought to conſent to part with 2 con- 
fiderable ſum of money for my fortune, 

ſuck 


Ms 


fuch as the gentleman had no objee- 
tion to. 


THERE wanted nothing now to con- 
clude this affair, but the accompliſhment 
of a few days, in which all writings were 
to be ſcaled, and the wedding to be con- 
ſummated ; when'all was undone by the 
treachery and perfidiouſneſs of this my 
aunt's ſervant-maid; for ſhe having re- 
ceived large gifts of the young gentle- 
man, and [ having angred her, in a tri- 
vial matter, ſhe to be revenged on me, 
acquainted my ſuitor with my condition, 
and that 1 ſhould not die of my firſt 
chi d. for he ſhould be a father the firſt 
day of marriage; although at her firſt de- 
claring this maiter to him, he could not 
give any credit thereto, yet ſhe affirmed 
the ſame with ſo many, and ſo earneſt aſ- 
ſeverations, that he was confirmed in that 
beef, and therefore, enjoined her to 
ſecrecy and aſſiſtance; and to that end, 
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preſenting her with fmenker that was 
conſiderable, he leſt her; and now being 
determined to deceive me, as I intended 
to have done by him, he ordered his af- 
fairs accerdingly, and to that end cauſed 
ſome delays to be made in the writings. 


Wa being now, as I thought, as good 
at man and wife, I entertained him with 
much freedcm, and he courted me with 
leſs obſervance, coming now cloſer to 
me in his ſalutes and embraces, I was ſo 
pleaſed with him and his actions, that I 
became wholly at his devotion, and 
therefore, without the conſent or k 


ledge of my aunt, we went together cut 


of the town to a merry-making, with 
ſeveral of his -acquainance, where we 
fiay'd ſomewhat late; and he having cauſ- 
ed me to diink to a good pitch, made a 
halt by the way, and ſo we went into an 
* that he knew, he pretending to have 

ſomethinz 
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ſomething amiſs in one of his horſe's 
ſlloce. Here we have privacy, he ate, 
tenipted to be freer with we than ever, 
and prevailed ſo far with me, that he had 
the examining of wy placket, with more, 
freedom thyn modeſty could well allow 
of; but tho* he would have proceeded 
farther, I had yet ſo much diſcretion to 
refuſe him, therefore he deſiſted, and ſo 
we monnted cur horſes, and he conducted 
me ſafe to my aunt's : But altho? it was 
late, ſhe ſat up id expect mne, and ęxpreſ- 
ſed herſelf very ang: y with him for kecp- 
ing me out 10 ſuch, on _unſcaſonable hour, 
He did net reliſh her words, but reply'd 
ſome what tartly, which increaſed her aq» 
ger, and raiſcd it re ſome paſſion z and fo, 
t that time, they parted, he riding 
home to his own houſe: But I was ſuf- 
fictentliy ſchooled by my aunt, I excuſed 
all with foft anſwers, and plcaded the 
«<.obcdicace, which I thought I was 
bound 
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bound to pay him, ſince our marriage 
was ſo near being compleated, - 


My lover was reſolved to make uſe of 
that day's (xperierce of my uneaſineſs, 
and my aunt's anger, which he was well 
enough pleaſed ſhouid continue, and 
therefore forehore coming to wißt me as 
uſual 3 Hur {crit a in: ſievger my aunt's 
maid, who had betrayed me, to deſire 
her to perſuade me to give him a mect- 
ing, She punctually obeyed his orders, 
and there, and ther, was m uin con- 
trived Ir was agrecd by them that ſhe 
ſhould inſtruct me to bc. ruled by him in 
every thing, withont acquainting my aunt 
any more with my proceedings. He wrote 
letter to me, wherein he promiſed a con- 
tinuance of his love, and begg'd the ſame 
on my fide; and for a proof thereof, de- 
fired me to prepare to meet him at a place 
appointed; which I did, and there we con- 


cluded 
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eluded to go together to London, where 


ke promiſed to marry me, wathout any 
delays. 


I, II EVI ne him in every thing 
as perſuaded by my aunt's treacherous 
mai, took only ſome few neceflaſies 
with me, and ſo I went to him, and 
then accom panied him to London, where 
he had provided lodgings for him», 
ſelf and ki: wife. I was at fuſt well cone 
tented to diſcourſe with him by the, names 
of huſband, and wife; but when bed time 
came, I was not quite fo well ſatisfied to 
80 to. bed to him, which though I op- 
poſed it, yet in the end, atter mary pro- 
teſtations of having the marriage rites 
performed the, next day, I copſenteg, tay 
and thereby agreed to my ruin; for the, 
next, day, inſtead of marrying, rac, he 
went out early in, the morning, leaying, 
me only with the landlady of the, houſe, 
and, returned not in two days; and then. 

pretended 
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and de had ba- y ti. patied ad ed 
him; th h. was for. © t© be in cull 9 V1 
of ba t ever lin, 'til he had periuaded 
a friend to lend hun ſic mopey, which 
togetner Wi h what he had of Lis owny 
he laid, he bad paid o his creditor, and 
ſo was diſcharged. And, ſaid he to me, 1 
have ſent home for ſome more money, 
which I know will be brought to me in 
two days time, and then I ſhall put an end 
to this bufiucls of our marriage, 


- ALTHOUGH T ſeemed diſcontented with 
what he told me, and began to believe 
that he would abuſe me, yet I knew it 
was to no purpoſe te be very angry, and 
only cauſed him to give me freſh proteſt» 
ations of the honeſty of his intentions, 
| and 
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and that as foon as his money was come 
he would do all I required, 


Thus was I forced to be contented 
with what he ſaid, and to comply with 
him in all his defves, for we conftantly 
lay together, but 1 kept within doors 
very privately, refuſing to be ſeen by any 
body *till ſuch time as our wedding 
ſhou'd be over. 


Bur tl ough two or three days, and a 
week was now paſt, ſince he pretnded he 
had ſent into the country for money, yet 
there came no returns; at which I was 
very much diſcontented, he all. ſec ming 
diſſatisfied, I then told him, that I had 
brought a ſmall ſum of money wi h me, 
which I tuppoſed would be ſuſſicient to 
pay the charges on that occahun, He 
aiked me bow much 1 had, | ola him, 
a dul ten pounds, I remember ne was 
ful whit Hane, and non plude'd at this 
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propoſiticn 3 but he ſoon recovering him. 
leit, ola me, that he expected au hun- 
dre d pounds to be brought him, and that 
wou'd bs little enough to defray all the 
charge he intended to be at; for he pro. 
puled to lay it all out in cloaths for me 
and himſelf, that we might appear at - 
we ought, not only to his friends in Lone 
don, whom ke intended to receive vilits 
from on his marriage, but alſo in the 
country, whither he intended to return 
in a ſhort time to demand my portion, 
and fetle all things acco ding to 1he 
agreement of our friends; and as for the 
ſmall ſum of ten pounds, he told me, I 
ſhould have occzfion to lay it out in trivial 
things on that occaſion, 


Tnve was I put off at this, and in» 
deed ſo often aiterwaids, ba, in plain 
terms, | told him L luppote he intended to 
abuſe mc; he be ing reſo ved to ſtand the 
brunt ci l BY xuaMations, ai his 

| due 
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time, did not endeavour, as ſormerly, 
to pacify me, but rather provoked me to 
fay more, and be more angry with him, 
which I was, and reproached him with 


bis abuſe of me, He having heard the 


vtmoft I had to ſay, told me, in ſhort, 
that he was the abuſed party; for ſhould 
he marry me, as he had once intended, 
he ſhould have a greater charge to main- 


| tain, than I had told him off, for he un- 
derſtood that I was the mother of a fine 
child, and fo the abuſe [ would put wpon 


him, was double, I was ſo much ſur- 


przed at what he ſaid, I was more like 


one that was dead than alive for the pre- 
{ nt, and it was ſcme time before 1 could 


* Tecover mylelt enough to ſpeak to him, 
and when I attempted it, 1 knew not 


what to ſay in my own detence, for he 


directly told me, that he was acquainted 


with every part.cular of that affair, tho? 
ſo much pains bad been taken to conceal 
it; and thus having ia d, he left me. 
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Many and fad were the reflectiom 1 
made, on my unhappy condition, I plain- 
ly perceived my ruin, for I knew it would 
be to no purpole to return to my aunt's, 
having, without doubt, greatly incenſed 
her by my laſt departure. In fine, I 
concluded it was my beſt courſe at preſent 
to comply with the defires of my preſent 
Ic ver, not knowing whether to fly for re- 
fuge, wherefore, at his return home, I 
began, with tears in my eyes, to lament 
to him my ſad congition, begging his 
pity and pardon for what was paſt, and 
clearly confeſſing the truth of all my 
former misfortune, I promiſed him that 
for the future I would be conſtant to him, 
and obedient in all things; He gave me 
the hearing, and told me ail ſhoulc le 
well; but 1 could never find him after 
that inclinable to marry me, but ſtil! put 
me-oft with one pretence or other; and 
having had his full enjoyment: of me, be 


began to grow cool and igdifferent- I 


was 


1 


was at firſt ſo carefully look'd after, that 
no one was allowed to ſce me; but now 

he entertained ſeveral of his acquaintance 
at our lodgings, where, as well as abroad, 
inſtead of his wifc, I paſl:4 for tus 
couſin. . 


AMONGST other perſors who came to 
viſit him, there was a gentleman of good 
fortune, who being his intimate ag 
qulaintance, was frequently at our lodg- 
ings, and he taking an opportuuity, When 
he found me alone, made a tender ut his 
ſervice to me, and offered me his afſit- 
| ance in any thing I ſhould be pleaſed to 
command him. Finding that he under- 
ſtood ſomewhat of my condition already, 
and believing it would be to no purpoſe 
to conceal any thing from him, I gave 
him a full narrative of all my misfor- 
tunes; he ſeemed very much ſurpriſed at 
tic recital of ſo many ſtrange adven- 


tures, but did what he could to comfort 
2 mea 
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me, and promiſed his beſt aſſiſtance in 
endeavouring te prevail upon his friend 
to keep his promiſe of marriage with me; 
for, ſaid he, I can fee but little reaſon he 
has to refuſe it, the boarding-ſchool affair 
being a buſineſs of that ſubtle kind, that 


I can hardly think you are to be blamed 
A 


Trrs gentleman accordingly did all 
that was poſſible to poſſeſs my hoped- for 
huſband with the ſame opinion, and per- 
ſvade him to marry me, but all in vain; 
for he had now all the ſweets he could 
expect from me, having lain with me for 
above a month together, ſo that he was 
now cloy'd, and therefore told his friend, 
that for a miſtreſs he intended to keep 
me, but never to have me for a wife. 
I was almoſt diftrated when he gave me 
this account, but the gentleman com- 
forted me again, ſaying, that he hoped, 
in a ſhort time, to put all things to 

x rights. 
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rights. Sccing it was to no purpoſe to 
be angry, I reſolved to bear all things 
with pati-nce, and endeavoured, as mack 
as I was able, to put on an air of gaiety; 
he, thinking therefore no time ſo proper 
as this, put a queſtion to me, which he 
ſaid he had ſeveral times before had at 
his tongues end, it was, in ſhort, that 1 
would be kind to him; and he had bees 
ſo civil to me, that I knew not how to 
deny him any thing, tho' 1 did not yield 
the fiſt time he aſk'd me, yet as all ficth 
is frail, you know, and tae devil is 1n 
ſo ne young tellows it hey have but the 
le ift encouragement, I caunct deny but 
I] did the ſecond, and put hum in full poſ- 
ſeſſi n of all that heaven ot charins, as he 
was pleaſed to call it, tat | tound It was 
impoſſiole to keep him Out Ole 


Tuus was 1 enjoyed by two men, 


but my lan lover was very Cautious in 
Kcepiug this his enjuymcat rem tne 
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knowledge of his friend, and we took op- 
portunities in his abſence, to renew our 
pleaſures: But, at length, we grew fo 
bold ia theſe practices, that my firſt lover 


watching his opportunity, by hiding 


himſelf ia the chamber, teok us in the 
very erconater; whereupon he uſcd 
much outragious language to me, and 
my new gallant, telliag him, he had 
abuſed him, in perſuading and urging 
him to marry with one who was his pro- 


flitute: the other few into high expteſe 
fions, and being valorous enough, they 


drew their weapons, and before I could 


get any to interpoſe and hincer their 


ſighting, my new lover waa wounded, 
and that ſo deſperately, that he fell; the 
other ſeeing that, and ſuppoſing him 
killed, fled, and ſo left me, and my 
wounded friend being viſited by ſur— 
geons, recovered a little, but deſired to 
be removed to his own ledgirgs, left he 
might be prejudiced by the various re» 

reports 
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reports that would be ſpread upon this 
occaſion; 1 was likewiſe willing to have 


it ſo, thinking it moſt convenient. 


Tuuvs was TI. left alone; and I, who 
lately had two lovers and ſervants, was 
now left without any, for my old friend 
came no more after me, and my new 
ſervant, who was wounded, was forced, 
for his health's ſake, to be carried iuto 
the country. 


I now found myſelf truly dſſtreſſed, 
and kept as retice as poſſihle, not ſeeing 
any mag, and Was accompanied only by 


my lardlady, and another ancient wo- 


man who frequented her houlez in vain 
did I exped tae return of either of my 
lovers, aid amoſt all my money was 
gone in diet, and for payment of lodg- 
ing. My land'aly propoſed ſe veral ways 
and cuurſes for me to take, as to ſend 
to ny friend, who brought me hither, 

Which 
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which I lid, but cou'd not ber of him; 
ſhe would have had inc tend to my aunt, 
but I wholly refuſe! ro do that, being re- 
ſolved to bear with any neceſſities, rather 
than apply again to her, 


Tun other old woman, who I teld 
you frequeated our houic, began to 
1prak to ine, and my landlady leaving us 
together, ſhe told me, that if would be 
ruled by her, ſhe would ſo order mat- 
ters, that I ſhould want for nethirg, and 
live the moſt pleaſant life in the world ; 
I, who was now miſcrable enough, was 
well plcaied to hear of pleaſurs, and 
bade her ſay on. She thereup:n told me, 
that it was a great pity, that 10 delicate a 
beauty as mine thould be cloieted up, and 
and that I ſhould ſpend that time in tears 
and Jament«tions, which might not only 
be a picalure to myſelf, but many others, 
who would love me with a great deal of 
pailiouz and whereas hitherto J bad only 


been 
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been reſerved to ſerve the pleaſures of one 
man, or two at the moſt, and for that I 
had only reaped ſorrow and trouble, that 
I might command many, who would not 
only pleaſe and ſerve me, but I ſhould 
command their purſes and have money 
enough at my owa diſpoſal. Many 
words to this purpoſe ſhe uttered, and 
many arguments ſhe uſed, tho' at the 
ficſt I did not underſiand what ſhe aimed 
at, yet by ſeveral queſtions which fhe 
anſwered me, I found this reverend gen- 
tlewoman was no other than a civil bawdy 
who would have had me proflitate my 
boi'y for a livelihood, 


Tuo' I had already tafled the ſweets of 


love, firft with you, and afterwards with 


two gallan ts at a time, and was thereby 
induced to defire more of the ſame plea - 
ſures, yet I was extremely unwilling to 


proſtitute my ſclf to every fellow that 
ſhould bring the purchaſe of ny favours 
in 
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in his hand, which I ſuppoſed I muſt be 
forced to if I undertook that courſe of 
life, the old woman would have recom- 
mended to me; but ſhe told me, I ſhouid 
not be drove to that, but have my choice 
of what and whom I pleaſed, ard taat a 
few generous friends would cnalle me to 
appear in a very ſplendid manner: In 
ſhort, ſhe employed ſo many arguments 
to ſooth my vanity, and flatter me with 
ſine proſpeQs of pleaſure, that I conſent» 
ed to leave my lodging, and went with 
her to the place whither ſhe conducted 
mae 3 where I was received by a grave 
N:aironly gentlewoman, in whoſe face 
might be ſcen the ruins of no common 
beauty. 


Su gave me many welcomes, and 
told me, that ſhe had heard of my mig» 
fortunes, and hoped ſhe might have it in 
her power to put an end to them, and in- 
troduce we into a new ſcene of life, 

where 


66 


where I ſhould daily find leſs reaſen to 
re gret the loſs of pal pleaſures, to which 
end ſhe had employed the other ancient 
woman, as her meſſenger, to perſuade 
me to leaye the houſe of mourning, where 
I .was, for her's, which I ſhould find a 
paradice when compared to chat; and ai- 
{ured me nothing ſhould be wanting to 
give. me delight and (:tisfaftion. 1 told 
her, I ſhould be obedient te her com. 
mands, and did not doubt of finding my- 
ſcif very happy under the care of fo 
courteous and well-bred a gentlewoman. 
Several other diſcourſes we had, in one 
of which ſhe gave me inſtrudions how to 
behave my ſcit, and ſaid, that fince I in- 
tended to make one of her family, ſhe 
would give me an account of h:r manner 
and method of goveining it, 


Mr houſe, ſaid-ihe, being frequerted 
by perſons of all qualities, it is the tore 
neceſſary that I ihould be furniſh. with 

women, 
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women, prope for every degree, for the 
ſ-:vipts and pag's, walk ſometimes be 
as well as their maſter+; therefore 
1 divide my women into three ſeveral 
c'n{ſ-s, in the fit of which I aſſu e you, 
] intend to rank you, As my houſe 1s 
well e: ough furniſhes with women to ac- 
commodate my ordinary oueſte, to I have 
ſeveral who are kept abroad, who ſerve 
for extraordinary cuſtomers, and thoſe 
are ſucn as are fo ſ{qu-amith, that they 
will not {ce ons face aFove two or three 
ti nes; wih theſea wa-denhead is a very 
great dainty, for they lay out with me 
for one ſoine ines a quirter o ha'f a year 
togeth.1i, Now tho! | krow you have 
parted fion vous A'teady, yu I quettion 
not but to maxe à good merchard ze ef 
it, and get a ound .ome of mency tor 
you and myleit 100 it you will be ruled 
by ne in evyely bine. i thai fo manage 
tu. uinc“s, 1a 4 Ou ne no have to 
GO vi h 4COye Me Or h ec ju a tc e- 
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month's time, and they ſhall be ſuch as 
ſhall not only maintain you in a hand- 
ſome manner, but ſhall give you many 
Jewels, and what money you want. To 
this diſcourſe, I anſwered, that in ex- 
pectation of performing all ſhe promiſed 


I ſhould diſpoſe my ſelf to be wholly di- 
reed by her, 


Tu is, I remember, was our firſt diſ- 
courie, or to this purpoſe, and ſhe pre- 


ſently ordered me a lodging within a fe 


doors of her own houſe, where I had 
ſuch another as myſelf for my companion, 
and, we were very well accomodated with 
every thing; my habit was was ſome- 


what altered, for I was now put into the 


moſt exa mode, According to her. di- 
reQions, I carticd myſelf in every thing, 
and once a day I waited on her, or elſe 
ſhe came to me. 1 had; not been there 


many days before ſhe told me, that there 


was an opportunity to begin my buſineſs 
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and thereforc adviſed me to go the next 
day to a play, and ſet myſelf out in the 
beſt manner that I could, but ſhe adviſed 
me by all means, to decline entertaini 

any difeourſe with any perſon, though 1 
ſhould be impertuned thereto, I promiſed 
obedience to her commands, and my 
companion, who was my bed fellow, at- 
tended me to the play houſe, where, by 
giving great attention to the comedy that 
was aQtcd, I did not mind thofe who 
made it their chief buſineſs to gaze on 

me, 


Tax play being done, I went out, 
but was ſtopped by two gentlemen, who, 
by their habits, ſeemed to be men of qus 
lity, and offered me their ſervice to wait 
on me; I, at firſt, anſwered them with 
Gn: but ſeeing I had no other com- 
pany but my bedfellow, they were very 
importunate to have me accept of theirs, 


me, 
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me, and that therefore I mull beg to be 
excuſed from accepting their offer. Ha- 
ving fo ſaid, I called for a coach, and 
tho' they ſtill in portuned me to accept of 
their company, I ſtin denied it, and bade 
the coachman drive me home. 


Our matron vifited me the ſame 
night, and told ine I had done well, for 
for the had an account given her of my 
deportment, It is not unknown to me, 
ſaid ſhe, that you were profer'd the ſer- 
vice of two gentlemen, one of whom is a 
perſon that is a retainer to my houſe, an 
old ſoldier, and ſeveral ſuch we are fer- 
ced to keep a correſpondence with, upon 
ſeveral accounts. The other gentleman, 
faid ſhe, is one who has long laid out for 
a freſh bit, and he was carried to the play - 


houſe, on purpoſe to ſee you; of whom 


I gave my correſpondent, his companion, 
ſo perfect an account of, that he could 
not mis knowing you; they both fol- 
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lowed your coach to your lodgings, and 
have ſince been at my houſe, and the 
young coxcomb is vaſtly ſmitten with 
your beauty, and offers any thing ſor the 
enjoyment of your company. I have 
promiſed him my aſſiſtance, but he muſt 
come Cown firſt, and I queſtion not but 
to manage him fo, that in a few days you 
ſhall fiad the effects of his pafhon in ſome 
noble preſent; therefore, ſaid ſhe, fail 
not of taking my direction, and I will 
promiſe you ſhall reap much pleaſure and 
profit, I having promiſed a punQual ob- 
ſervance of her orders, ſhe departed, 
leaving me to my bcdſellow, who that 
night entertained me with a large ac- 
count of her adventures, | 


I REMEMBER ſhe told me, that when 
ſhe came firſt acquainted with our ma- 
tron, ſhe was picked up almoſt in the 
{ame manner that I had been; and that in 
leſs than two months her maidenhead was 


ſold 
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ſold ſix times, for which ſhe had gained 
in preſents to the value of fifty pounds, 
and I ſuppoſe, ſaid ſhe, our matron gain · 
ed as much more in money, ſince then 
ſaid ſhe, my fiſt cuſtomers have but rare» 
ly vifited me; and ſhe having ne more 
cuſtomers for my maidenhead, I now 
pals for a merchants wife, and am often 
ſent for by that name, and ſeldom miſs a 
day without having one or two cuſtom- 
ers, who entertain me as ſuch, She be- 
ivg thus free with me, I thought good to 
aſk her ſome more queſtione, as how ſhe 
paid for her Giet and lodging, and from 
whence ſhe had cloaths- To this ſhe 
anſwered, that, for the fiſt half year, 
her diet was paid for by the matron, 
who indeed had all the money that was 
gained by her, and as for cloaths, ſhe had 
them firſt of all lent, or given, by her, 
and ſince given her by thoſe who , ad to 
deal with her; and now, ſaid ſhe, I pay 
for my own diet, and have all the money 
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that is given me, all the profit ſhe hath, 
is in ſelling her wines, and other things 
for our collaticns, and now and then I 
ſuppoſe, ſhe gets half a piece, or a piece, 


of a new cuſtomer, by procuring of 
me. 


I was was ſomewhat ſatisfied with this 
diſcourſe, and the next day I was viſited 
ly the old woman, who brought me firſt 
acquainted with our matron, and ſhe 
brought me a letter from my amorous 
gallant; I remember it was ſtuſſed with. 
compliments, and all the happineſs he 
defired, was to ſee me once more at the 
play houſe. In this affur, taking advice 
of our matron, it was reſolved that I 
ſhould return no anſwer, but however, 
within two days I again went to the play- 
houſe, where I was no ſooner ſeated, but 
I vas attended by my gallant, and row 
I could not decline his company. Dur- 
ing the play, he treated me with ail man- 

ner 
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ner of fruits, and ſuch things as could 
be purchaſed there, and the play being 
done, he offered me a farther treat at 
ſome other place, but I refuſed that, as 
alſo any farther converſation with him for 
the preſent, and again calling for a coach, 
I went home, refuſing his company, and 
being very ſhy and coy to all his propo- 
fals, which though many, yet prevailed 
not at all upon me. 


Tux next day I had another letter ſent 
me, as alſo a diamond ring of twenty 
pounds value, for a preſeat, I accepted of 


both, and then promiſed within two or 


days to meet him again at the play- 
houſe, where my gallant came richly ap- 
parelPd, I then enter'd into diſcourſe 
with him, and the play being ended, at 
his earneſt importunity accepted of a 
treat he quickly provided for me at the 


next tavern, I then told him, that I 


durſt not ſtay, ſor I expected my uncle to 
Come 
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come and viſit me that very eveniag at 
my lolgings, who was te bring me news 
out of the country about my father; be 
being deſirous te pleaſe me, conſented: to 
my departure, upon my promiſing te give 
him another meeting, at a place he ap- 
pointed the next day. I was now ſo far 
engaged with him, that I kept my word 
puuctually, and met him as. I had pro- 
miſed, when be was very preſſing with 
me, for the enjoyment of the laſt favour, 
but I pretending to be angry, to pacify 
me he gave me a gold watch, and then, 
with a little ſtruggling, I permitted him 
to embrace and kiſs me: And though I 
would ſuffer him to go no farther, yet. 
he found there were great hopes of my 


complying by degrees with any of his, 
requeſts. 


In this apprehenſion, he was very 
prodigal in the promiſes of what he would 
do, if I would allow him to enjoy what he 

| was 
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was pleaſed to call the greateſt happineſs 
the world could afford, It ſeems he was 
a married man, for he oftentimes wiſhed 
himſelf a fingle man, that he might be 
made bleſſed above all others, in ſo 
charming a bride, 


Tursk diſcourſee, and the ſtrikt em- 
braces I had from him, if I mull ſperk 
the truth, I muſt needs own, d d give me 
ſome emotions, which made it no (mall 
difficulty to me to continue inexorable 
but remembering how I had been deceived 
for nerly, ard that the time was not yet 
come, to which I was limited by our 
matren, whe was better ſkil'ed in theſe 
>fFairs than myſelf, I made à herd ſhift to 
cor quer my preſent inclinations, and 
ſuffered him to proceed no farther than 
kiſſing and embracing me, and baudling 
wy neck and breaſts, 


1 


My bedfellow had been at this meet- 
ing with vs, and we were no ſooner come 


home 
N 7 
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home, but ſhe was ſent for by our grave 
matron, to whom ſhe gave an accouut of 
what had paſſed, but that was not all her 
buſineſs, for when ſhe returned home, 
and we were in bed together, ſhe told 
me, that fhe had been at the ſport which 
] much long'd for, with a clcaver yourg 
gentleman juſt come out of the country, 
robuft and vigorous, who had given her 
ſo much pleaſure, that it was with much 
reluctance ſhe had parted from him, but 
ſhe had the ſatis faction of a promiſe of 
his meeting again ia a day, or two, and 
received three crowas of his money, 
which he told her was but an earneſt of 
what he would do ſor her while he ftay'd 
ia London, | 


Tus diſcourſe, with the idea of what 
enjoy ment and ſatisfaction ſhe had 1e-> 
ceived, ſet me ſo mich on fire, that I 
was reſolved. not much longer te delay 
thoſe pleaſures which 1 had been ſo long; 
without. 


F 
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without, Nor indeed had J any need, 
for the next day, being viſited by my 
new gallant, and having liberty from our 
matron, I entertained him with all the 
freedom he could defire, and went with 
him to the old lady's houſe, as if a per- 
fed ſtranger there, and now was doubly 
courted both by him and her, fo that T 
cenſented to do every thing he defired 
that night, nay, and all the night, for 
we lay together, and how well I was 
pleaſed, I believe he might eaſily read in 
my eyes the next morning. 


Wriler I was thus agreeably em- 
ployed at our matron's houſe, my beds 
fellow was not idle, for underftanding 
my place would be void, ſhe was reſolved 
to have it ſupplied, and therefore ſum- 
moned her country gentleman, who very 
readily attended her, and for that night 
was her bedſcliow in my ſtead, He was 
io well pleafed with her company that 

night, 
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night, that he deſired it in a frolick to 
the tavern, She accordingly attended 
him, where a plentiful dinger was pro- 
vided, there being four or five gentlemen 
and two women befides herſelf. Dinner 
being ended, and ſome quantity of wine 
drank off, they all began to be merry, 
and therefore a company of fidlers were 
call'd, and tbey all fell to finging and 
dancing, in which tncy ſpent ſome time, 
and the other two women, being likewiſe 
ladies of the right ſtamp, by turns left the 
reſt of the company, and retired in cou- 
ples into a private zoom, where they had 
the conveniency of a bed; and thus they 
fpent | moſt part of the day, night draw- 
ing on, a reckoning was call'd for, but it 
being a large one, all the gentlemen were 
diffatisficd, not being willing to pay fo 
dear for their pleaſure, and to have ſuch 
ſauce to their meat. | 


Tus muſick being paid, they reſolved 
T5 
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td put a trick upon the vintner for his 
reckoning; the fidlers now playing their 
laſt leſſon, the gentlemen, one after an- 
other, made their ſeveral exits, leaving 
the three women to pay the ſcore at the 
bar; who for ſome time waited in vain 
for the return of che gentlemen with mo- 
ney ; but when the maſter of the houſe 
underſtood how he was likely to be ſer- 
ved, he came up to the women, and gave 
them ſuch a leſſon as made them fing 
achrimæ. They made many apologies 
and excuſes, but all to no purpoſe, mo- 
ney or a ſufficient pledge he would have 
before he ſuffered them te go out of his 
houſe. They finding how they were 
drawn in, reſolved to leave ſome of their 
rings, and ſuch like moveables for their 
enlargement, While they were ſettling 
how many, and what the things ſhould 
be, two or three men entered the room, 
and bluntly aſk'd for the women, naming 


them by their ſcveral names, Not only 


Vol. II. * they 
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they but the maſter of the houſe was at 
firſt of opinion, that they came with mo- 
ney to redeem them ; but their errand 
proved not quite ſo pleaſant to the vint- 
ncr, for the men declared themſelyes ba · 
Iiffs, and that their buſineſs was to arreft 
the three women cn ſeveral actions, and 
to that end produced their warrants: The 


 wemen were much troubled, and began 


to exclaim that they owed no fuck ſums, 
but the officers, who were not to be baft- 
led, told them, they were their priſoners, 
and muſt go along with them, The vint- 
ner now put in, and demanded ſatisſac- 
tion, and would have had the women 
leave ſome pawn for the reckoning, but 
the officers told them, that they had beſt 
keep what they bad, for they might have 
occaſion for it upon the account of ar- 
reſt; and for the reckoning, the vintner 
muſt take his courſe at law to recover 


that, 


Tab 
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Tux vintner, for ſome time, oppoſed 
the officers, and ſaid he would be paid 
firft, and although a conſtable was ſent 


for, yet to no purpoſe, for the warrants. 


being produced, they were permitted o 
march off with their priſoners, and a 
coach being called for, they all croud:d 
into it, ordering the coachman to drive 
towards the compter. 4 


Tur women uſed many arguments to 
the baliffs, who, now having done ther 
buſineſs, ſeemed only at the requeſt of 
the women to attend them to a tavern, 
whither the coachman had orders to drive 
and there they were conducted into a 
room, where, inſtead of baliffs and a pri - 
ſon, they had the company of their late 
friends, who now kindly we!com'd them, 
and acquainted them with their frolick, 
and that all this was only to cheat the 
vintner of his reckoning, who had for- 
mierly put tricks upon them; all parties 
1 being 
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being well pleaſed, they ſpent that night 
in the tavern together, and my com- 
panion coming home the next day, ac- 
quainted me witn this ſtory, 


Trrs, continued mrs, Mary, was my 
beginning or entrance into my publick 
profeſſion, and indeed I can hardly call it 
publick, for I was ſo retired, that I ad- 
mitted of but this one ſeryar.t for a month, 
and in the firſt half year had not above 
three, but they had been ſa liberal to me, 
that I had in jewels and preſents of one 
fort or other, to the value of above an 
hundred pounds. Neither had I any thing 
to pay fot diet and lodging, the charge of 
that being always defrayed by cur ma- 
tron, who, I found, had gained above 
fixty pounds for procuratioa money, on 
my account, beſides a great deal more 
ipent in the houſe, but the trade for 
maideaheads falling off, I was now forced 
to ſight under another banner, and tho” 
I did 


LS 
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J did not paſs for a maid, yet I was ac- 
counted of the next degree; for I paſſed 
for the miſtreſs of a man cf quality, who 
kept me as a great rarity only to pleaſe 
his own pa'ate, and indeed I did not en - 
gage with above three or four, but was 
forced to play my game pretty cunningly 
to pleaſe them all, and not give them fſut-+ 
picios of one another; but they being all 
introduced into my acquaintance, by our 
matron, or ſoine of her agents, ſhe help'y 
me to mannage my affairs, and when the 
knew | was to be in company with ons, 
ſhe would toll the other if he deſired the 
ſame ſavour, that it cou'd not be for the 
preſent, for either I was with my uncle, 
or ſome other relation at that time, or ſo 
narrowly watch'd by my keeper, that 
there was no getting a ſight of me, but 
sgainſt ſuch a time ſhe would endeavour 
10 procure my company for them. Two 
of my lovers in a ſhort time, began to be 
wearied out, both in their bodtes and 
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purſes, but eſpecially in the latter, ſo vi- 
ſited me but ſeldom, and when they did, 
they deſired it might be at free coſt. I 
was not ſo ungrateſul at firſt as to deny 
them what indeed coſt me nothing, but 
that trade could not hold, ſo I was obliged 
to look out for other cnftomers, and was 
not long before I found thoſe who brought 
me ready money in thcir hands, and that 
I began to want more than of late, being 
now to pay for my diet, for our virtuous 
matron, had, as I told you, a certain 
cuſtom or ruſe, which ſhe always walked 
by, which was this; that at the firſt ſhe 
paid for diet and lodging as long as the 
maidenhead cuſtomers laſted, ſor all that 
time ſhe took the money, and the wo- 
men the preients, very little money come 


ing to their hands: and indeed it was not 
by our rules thought honourable or con- 
venient, that a price, in money, ſhould 
be given en that account to the party 
Berſelf; but when they came under the 


notion 


129 J 
notion of a lady of plcaſure, and virgin 
ity was gone, then it was accounted rea- 
ſonable, and indeed neceſſary, that the 
party herſelf ſhould receive money for her 
better ſupport, and ſhe muſt be at the 
coſt of her own diet, and this was my 
eaſe; And my companion and bedfellow, 
who had been in this condition for ſome 
time, and had paſſed, as I now did, for 
a private lady, a merchant's wife, and 
ſeveral other titles and qualities was now 
grown ſo common, and her face was fo 
well known, to all our matron's better 
fort of cuſtomers, that ſhe would ferve 
no lerger in that degree, but muſt go a 
ſtep lower, and go home to the old lady's 
ewn houſe, and there ſerve in common 
for alt gentlenen cuſtomers that came, 
Thus 2s I was removed one ſtep lower, 
lo was ſhe; and it was not long before I 
had à pretty thing brought to be my 
companion, and tho' her virginity had 
been parted with above a twelve-month 
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before, as ſhe confeſs'd fe me, yet ſhe 
was to ſucceed me, and ad the part of a 
maid as I had done. 


I now began to think what I had been, 
and what more I was to be; I found1 
was alicady at the ſecond degree, and 
that, in a ſhort time, I muſt follow my 
late companion to the third, and muſt 
be forced to go home to madam, and at 
her houſe proſtitute myſelf to every 
drunken fellow that would be pleaſed to 
call for me, to. be ſlabhered, tumbled, 
and toſfs'd about in what manner he 
thought proper. This went much againft 
the grain, and I was much troubled at 
the apprehenſion of it. I ſaw that ſome 
who had been in as high a place and de- 
gree as myſelſ, were in a condition bad 
enough; for there was one who been my 
late companions bed-fellow before I 
came, and was at that time called into 
the houſe, to make room for me, that 


gave 
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gave me a terrible notion of what I was to 
expect; this woman keeping an open 
ſtable for all horſes, had given entertain- 
ment to à running nag, and was ſo pep- 
per'd, not with a horſe pox, but as bad or 
worſe a diſeaſe, which not taking care of 
in due time, ſhe was under the ſurgeon's 
hands in ſuch a way, that there were but 
little hopes of her ever recovering. 


Tuos g who eſcaped this, were pat to 
the moſt ſervile offices about the houſe, 
to wait upon the ladies who came into 
their places, and to oblidge the grooms 
and ſkip-kennells that attcnded their 
maſters. 


Tux proſpeck of theſe things, I ſay, 
made me think of a remedy in time, and 
therefore I was reſolved to order my mat- 
ters ſo, as never to come into our ma- 
trom's houſe, but to provide for myfelf 
before it came to that point, and ſo de- 
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termined to accept of the offer of the next 
good cuſtomer that propos'd to take me 
away, and provide for me; it was no un- 
common thing for gentlemen to take us 
away, and maintain us privately, | 


I had now every Cay a greater varicty 
of humble ſcrvants. than formerly; for, 
as I had done trafficking for my maiden- 
head, I was more free and open, and to 
be courted at a cheaper rate; and now I 
was at my own diſpoſal, whereas before 
J was flill watched by our matron, or my 
companion, who had it in charge from 
her to give her an account of all my ac- 
tions, and the ſame charge I had given 
me over my new-coime bedfellow. All 
that was expected from me, was always 
to be ready at my lodging, to come when 
ſent for, but I had this in general, and 
ſo had all the reft of our companions, net 
to permit any man to exceed kiſſing and 
and feeling, till three or four bottles of 

wing 
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wine were firſt drank, Theſe and m any 
other parts of behaviour we were inſtruct- 
ed in, which I ſhall omit, and only give 
you an account of two or three frolicks I 
was a party in, whilſt I profeſſed this 
quality, and ſo conclude, 


AmMonse other humble ſervants, I had 
one young country gentleman, who, be- 
ing heir to a good eſtate, was brought to 
London, and placed in one of the inns 
of courts, but inſtead of ſtudying the law, 
apply'd himſelf to the ſofter ftudies of 
love and poctry ; he had read Ovid's Arte 
Amandi, at home, both in Latin and 
Engliſh, and could repeat many lines of 
it, with ſeveral other pieces of poetry. 
This young gentleman being brought to 
our houſe, as I had never before been at- 
tacked in poetical raptures, and the young 
fellow being very handſome withal, I was 
moſt exceedingly delighted with him, 
and could wiſh fur no other companion 

for 
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ſor ſome time. He was very fond of 


plays, and carrying me one night to ſee 
Philaſter, or love lies a bleeding; when 
the play was over, we went to a tavern, 


and there he hignly commended what we 
had ſcen, and expreſs'd himſelf well 
pleaſed with Arethuſa's conftancy and 
love'to Philaſter ; but was more eſpecially 
delighted with Megera's acceptance of 
Pharamon's courtſhip; for tho' ſhe was 


a court lady, yet ſhe accepted the gold he 


preſented her, and was ſo kind as to ate 
tend has pleaſure at his lodgings, 


Now, faid my ſpark, if I were to prof- 
fer you gold, ycu would not have the 
ſame complaiſarce ; try me, ſaid I; upon 
which he pull'd out five pieces of gold, 
and ſaid he would give me that if I would 


go home with him that night. I could 


not reſiſt the temptation, but agreed to 
What he aiked, and pleaſed him fo well 
that 
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that in the morning I wheedled him out 
of a ring worth five more. 


Tux next night he attended me again 
to the play, and from thence to our ma- 
tron's, and ſeemed every day fonder and 
for der of me; at length taking me one 
day in his' arms, and prefling me with 
great eagerneſs to him, he fetched a deep 
ſigh. I aſking the reaſon of it, he told 
me, it was owing to the extremity of lovo 
he bore to me, and which above all things 
in the world he deſired to continue, and 
indeed 1 liked him ſo well, that I could 
have been well encugh contented to have 
bcen his wife, and have left all the world 
for him, for he was of ſo eaſy and plant 
a nature, that J could have wrought him 
to any thing, and therefore being de- 
ſirous to make uſe of that opportunity, 
1 deficed lum not be meiancholy, for all 
that 1 could ſerve him in 1 thould readily 
do; he finding me ſo free with him, told 
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me, that if I would wait the death of 
his mother, he would make me his wife, 
and in the mean time would entertain me, 
and piovide ſor me wholly as if I were ſo, 


but he durſt not marry me till his mother 


was dead, ſhe having a great power over 
bis eſtate, his fathef who was lately dead, 
ſo ordering it, and befides he was not yet 
of age to demand it. 


Brix c deſirous to cloſe with him, not 
only out of a deſire to leave that courſe 
of life I then led, but alſo out of the pure 
love I bore him, I ſoon agreed to be 
wholly guided by him, and defired him 
therefore to be conftant in his affection, 
and take ſome time to confider how to 
diſpoſe of me, and I ſhould readi'y conſent 


to it, for he knew as well as I, that it 


would not at all be convenient for me to 
remain where I was; this was our diſs 
courſe, and then we weat from our cham- 
ber into another room, where we were 
expected 
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expected by our matron, and ſome others 


of my companions; the next day we alſo 


ſpent in frolicking and mirth, but the 
whole charge of it was not borne upon 


my friend, for ſeveral of our imatron's 
friends and clients participated in the coſt, 
as well as the mirth, which wag very 
high, and laſted all the day and nighr, 
and then gave over, tired, tho' not ſa - 
tisfy'd, with ſuch delights as Bacchus and 
Venus could afford: We having unitated 
the empreſs Meſſalina in our debauchery, 
of whom the poet faith : 


The Imperial flrumpet, with one maid ſiale 
out 

Into the 71e — 

There many thir/ted-for encounters try'd 

Departed tired with men, nat ſatisfied, 


Tunis frolick being at an end, I and 


my Friend began to be ſerious, and ina 


ſhort time after, he provided me a private 
& 2 lodging, 
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lodging, and I making up my pack of 


eloaths, jewels and money, which I had 
gained, and which was conſiderable, left 
our matron, and now concealed myſelf, 
and reſolved to be very honeſt, and abſo 
lutely conſtant to my friend, who con- 
tinued his love to me in a very great 
mcaſure. 


BurT at length, all the money that he 
brought to town with him, and all elſe 
that he could procuie, was ſpen', for he 
had not ſpared any thing I deſired to con» 
tent me, and which was worſe, his mo- 
ther cam: to town to viſit him, and upon 
examination, ke could give little account 
how he had ſpent his time and money 
wherefore, it being concluded that ill- 
company was the cauſe, his mother laid 
out very Ciligently to diſcoyer who they 
were, though he abſtained from coming 
ſp often to me as formerly, that he might 
not be abſolutely out of favour with hig 

mother, 
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mother, yet he came or ſent to me every 
day, I furniſhed him with what ready 
money I had, and he, in requital, pro- 
miſed me a continuance of his love, and 
a return for all my kindneſs, and which 
was more than all, he engaged himfelf to 
marry me, notwithſtanding all the oppo- 
fition his mother or ſriends eould make, 
if I would ſtay till he was of age, and bad 
his eſtate in his own hands. I had this 
promiſe from him, not only by word of 
mouth, but alſo in writing; but all theſe 
promiſes were quickly made yoid, for his 
mother, by her extraordinary diligence, 
found out his haunts, and diſcgyered his 
coming to me, and followed the track 
of my like and actions ſo clcucly, that ſhe 
found from whence I came, and who I 
Was, and then-loon concluded, that I had 
been the chief iaſtrument in mak ing him 
miſpend his time and money; and now 
ſhe muſter'd up all her wit, and uſed all 
her authority to prevent his ruin, which 
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ſhe ſuppoſed would be inevitable if he 


continued to correſpond any longer with 
me. 


To this end ſhe called her ſon to her, 
and examined him in the preſence of his 
relations and friends that were in town, 
She put the buſineſs ſo home to him, 
that he could not deny the caatter, ſome- 
what of the manner he did, for whereas 
ſhe reported me to be an abſolute commen 
proſtitute, he affirmed that I was modeſt 
and yirtuous, and indeed I had been very 
conflant to him ever ſince our firſt ac- 
quaintance; but it being proved from 
whence I came, and how immodeſt I had 
lived, it was ſufficient to make her be- 
lieve I could be no fit wife for him. She 
was a very diſcreet woman, and one who 
had known the world, and I ſoppoſe was 


well enough acquainted with that ſaying 
of the pocts 


if 


r 


77 modeſty and wemen once do ſever, 


Farewel their name, farewel their fame for 
ever. 


And therefore it being evident enongh 
What | had been, ſhe from 1hence con- 


cluded what I would be, and, in fine, fo 


{chooled her fon, and ſo ordered the mat- 
ter, that he was forced to relinquith my 
company; and becauſe ſhe would be ſure 
he ſhould do ſo, ſhe never left him, 'till 
ſhe had got him in the mind to travel; 
and ſo, putting him in an eqipage ſuit- 
able to his quality, ſhe ſent him to 
Francce | 


Tus, when 1 thought myſelf near the 
greater happineſs I ever yct arrived at, 
by being married to this young gentle- 
man, whom | really loved, was I ſtripped 
of all my hopes and the pleafing joys 
chat had been raiſed in my mind, by his 
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ſudden departure from me; and more eſ- 
pecially at the manner of it, for he had 
not the opportunity nor power to be civil 
to me, in re imburſing me with the mo- 
ney I had lately furniſhed kim with, for 
his mother gave him more ready mo- 
acy than he ſhould have preſent occaſion 
for, promiſing to ſapply him with more 
by bills of Exchange, whea he ſhould a- 
rive at the place he was defigned for, and 


then he promiſed that I ſhould hear far- 
Ther from him. 


[Tais was the ſubſtance of his letter, 
and indeed J could not well complain of 
him, ſer what money he had lately re- 
ceived of me, had formerly bee a his own, 
but I was now reduced to a very bad 
low condition, having no ready money, 
ſo that 1 was forced to fell my jewels, 
and for a while ſupplied my neceſbitics 
with what they yielded me; I lived very 
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retired for ſome time, but finding no ef- 
fects of my friend's promiſe to me, I be- 
gan to conſider what courſe I had beſt 
take, I was very unwilling to viſit my 
old matron again; but one day walking 
out, I was met by one of my old ſweet- 
hearts, whom I firſt came acquainted with 
at her houſe, but I ſaw by his habit, and 
afterwards found by the ſtrength of his 
pocket, that he was but in a low con- 


dition, and was more ready to receive 


than give, this gentleman fatened upon 
me, and | could not deny going to take 
a glaſs with him at the tavern ; but there 
he iogepuoully to:d me, that hector was 
not in the field, that is, he had no money 
in his pocket; wherefore, tho' it was not 
very fluſh with me, having had ſo long 
a vacation, I was forced not only to pay 
the reckoaing, but tip him a cart-wheel, 
anglice, a crown piece. 


Tuis put him in ſtock agd in heart, 
and 
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and he gratefully acknowledged my civi- 
lity, aſſuring me, he would retaliate the 
favour, and talk'd of the thouſands he 
had to receive. He was very ſolicitous to 
know my lodging, and I was as careful 
to conceal it from him, as I thought, 
but he dogged me, and made himſelf 
maſter of that ſecret. 


Tris my old acquaintance, as he had 
been bit, and had others live upon him, 
ſo now having nothing left but his wits, 
he was forced to live upon others; for in 
leſs than a twelve months time, he had 
conſumed a fortune of above three thou- 
ſand pounds, He was young enough, 
and as defirous of my company as ever, 
hut he knew I ſhould give him little en- 
couragement without the neceſſary re- 
commendation, which being deftitute of 
himſelf, he ſought out for one that was 
better provided, and in London a man 
need not ſeck long to find thoſe 
who 
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who have more money than wit, ſo ha- 
ving got a chap for his purpoſe, he tells 
him of a rare prize he had got of a lady, 
with whom he had the happineſs to be 
particularly acquainted, who was exqui- 
ſitely handſome, witty, and genteel, and 
every thing in the world, to be ſure, that 
was to be admired, if ſhe could but be 
made flexible, and there was no doubt of 
that, when put to the trial by a gentle- 
man of fo much ſenſe, and fo fine an ad- 
dreſs as the cully who was to be taken in; 
and my old acquaintance had found a pro- 
per tool to work with, for the gallant 
was immediately all in a flame, not doubt- 
ing one word of what the other had told 
him, and could not reſt 'till he ſaw me. 
So away they came, and wy old friend 
knowing that there was nothing like afſ- 
ſurance, in an affair of this kind, knock 
ed boldly at the door, and aſked to fee 
me, upon extraoidinary buſineſs, with- 
out ſv much as queſtioning whither 1 
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lived there, or not; ſo the people of the 
hcuſe believing him to be one of my in- 
timate acquaintance, direaly brought 
both him and his friend into my cham- 
ber, 


I was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the fight 
of him; but after the firſt ſalutes were 
over, he took me on one fide, and pri- 
vately told me all his deſign, and that 
the gentleman he had taken the liberty to 
bring with him, had a great deal of mo- 
ney, and much might be ſqueezed out 
of him. Although I was not yet re— 
| ſolved to fall to my trade, yet row he 
was come, I know rot hew to put him 
off; wherefore, I indifferently entertained 
them, and I may very well fay indiffer- 
ently, becaute ] was yet cold in my de- 
fires, and had very little appetite ; hows 
ever, ſome botiles of wine being ſeat for 
we drank them off, and my young gen— 
Ucman, being warm in his gecrs, began 
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to talk a little boldly, but it was to no 
purpoſe, for I forbade all action: Aad 
at that time he only purchaſed a kiſs, 
but, that I may draw to a period in my 
diſcourſe, I did not long continue fo cold 
to him, for he bringing meat in his mouth, 
viz. good ſtore of gold in his pocket, 
which he willingly and freely gave me, 
I permitted him to take all the pleaſure 
he con'd receive from me. 

Thus did I renew my old trade, and 
my old friend, who had brought this 
new acquaintance, finding ſo.ne benefit 
and profit in the caſe, for he had money 
of his a:quaintance who n he had broaght 
as alſo of me, neither coald I at conve- 
nient times deny him the pleaſures he 
had formerly taſted with me; he, I fay, 
having both pleaſure and profit, turne 1 
broker for me, and brought me ſeyeral 
merchants, who trafficked with me for 
pleaſure, which I commonly made then 
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pay for, for I would not deal with every 
ordinary fellow, and therefore was paid 
the be: ter by thoſe who were my cuſtomers. 


But let me do what I could, I faved 
little or nothing at the month's end, 
years] will rot ſay, becauſe I was weary 
gf this trade in ſix months time, for I now 
had not only myſelf, but this my old ac- 
quaintance, and new broker to provide 
for; for he, finding that moſt of my pro- 
ft came in by thoſe he brought me, would 
be very bold in demanding a ſhare with 
me; and his expences were ſo high, which 
he pretended were only occaſioned by 
getting into the beſt company for my 
ſake, that I was now poorer than ever, 
and he became fo impudent, that he would 
not only command my mency but my 
rings, and even my cloaths, and ſell or 
pawn them as he thought proper ; and 
indecd it 48 the misfortune of moſt of the 
ladies 
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ladies of our profcfſion to have ſme ſuch 
fellows ha:ging upon them to ſpend one 
way what we get another, beides I had 
oth-r apprehenſions of this friend, or 
heQor of mine, for he was now grown 
ſo intemperate, that he kept a compan.es, 
and if I refuſed him money, or a nigbes 


lodging, he would go to any other com- | 


mon women, the fictt he me with, ard 
I might thereby have got ſoiucthing to 
ſtick longer by me than my gentleman 
himſelf, I was quite tired, an rceolved 
to take the ſirſt opportur ity to get rid of 
this tyrant, and it happened very luckily 
| that in ſhort time after I had taken up 
this reſolution, I met with my preſent 
friend, who made a propoſal of going” 
abroad with him, I liked beth hun and 
his propoſal too well to reject it, and fo, 
fir, you now ſee me in the Indies. 


The End of the Sctond VoLunz. 
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